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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I 



The former Journal of the Rev. E. S. 
Ely, was published in New York; and 
republished in London, in 1813, under the 
new title of Visils of Mercy. To the 
London Edition, the Rev. Alexander 
Waugh, 2>. D. Minister of the Scot^ 
Churchj and the Rev. George Colli son. 
Minister of the Ifidepetident Churchy Walr 
thmnstoiv, prefixed the following Recom* 

MENDATION : — 

" A MAN is doing honour to his own heart in re« 
commending to the public notice the following ' Jour- 
nal/ very appropriately entitled Visits of Mercy. 
The excellent author seems to have drunk deep at 
the spirit of Him, whose bosom was the dwelling- 
place of Pity, and who went about doing good. 
What a blessing to the work-liouscs, the hospitals, 
aad other receptacles of poverty and disease, espe- 
cially in great cities, were men of his ability, dis- 
cernment, and tenderness of heart, the persons 
appointed to perform in then/' the duties of the 
Christian ministry ! 

" In every page of the work wc recognize * the 
man of feeling but it is the feeliug of the renewed 
heart, enlarged as is the range of human wretchedness 
a2 
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purified by the indwelling Spirit of God, and en. 
nobled by the model on which it is formed. We 
mssure ourselves of the thanks of every humane and 
pious mind, in respectfully introducing a work so 
happily fitted to soften, to clcause, and to exalt the 
heart of man, and give energy to the best affections 
of our nature." 

The late Dr. Benjamin Rush, in a let- 
ter to Dr. David Hosack, dated Phila- 
delphia, January 2\st^ 1813, thus writes of 
the same work : — 

" When you see your friend Mr. Ely, please to tell 
bim I have read hia Journal with pleasure and 
instruction ; and that I shall avail myseii of some 
of his facts, should a second edition be called for, 
of my late publication upon The Diseases of the 
Mind:' 



LONDON REVIEWS. 
" This volume contains some very important in- 
struction to the Profligate. They will meet with 
awful relations of the wretched end of Vice, and of 
the aggravated misery which will fall upon those who 
follow no guide but Inclination^ and who obey no 
law but Passion. 

•* The book concludes with some highly interesting 
cases of insanity ; but they are too long for insertion. 
The whole is written in a perfectly unaffected style ; 
and many passages might be pointed out of just and 
lively description, and some which arc exquisitely 
pathetic." — Eclectic Review, May 1814. 
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This work" [The Visits of Mercy^ " was lately 
published in New York, under the patronage of Dr. 
Rbmeyn, with a Recommendatory Preface by Dr. 
Philip Milledoler. In this country it comes recom« 
mended by two of our respected editors, the Rev. 
Messrs. Waugh and Collison, whose warm encomiums 
require no addition, except it be that of Mr. Osgood, 
an American minister, now in London, who had a 
personal acquaintance with the author, and witnessed 
his beuevolent exertions, which he particularly re- 
commeuds to the imitation of those who visit ' the 
sick and ,the poor among ourselves." Evangelical 
Magazine, July, 1813. 

" The Visits of Mercy are well worthy the perusal 
of all who are capable of feeling for the natural and 
moral miseries of their fellow-creatures ; of appre- 
ciating the value of an active, devoted, and judicious 
ministry ; or of panting after a share of its immortal 
bonojirs." Idem, September, 1813. 



REeOMMENDATIONS OF TH/5 VOLUME. 

We have read, with peculiar gratification, Ely'i 
First Journal, which breathes a spirit of ardent piety 
and zeal for the salvation of sinners ; and exhibits a 
picture, warm from life, of the consolatory influence 
of the religion of Jesus. Ely's Second Journal, which 
is now offered to the public as a continuation of the 
first, we are persuaded will have the same excellent 
tendency. Both of these little volumes we most 
cordially recommend to the serious perusal of all 
Christiaii people, and wish them a most extensive 



vi RICOMMENBATIONS. 

circulation, aa calculated to promote the best interests 
of the Church." 
Philadelphia, Oct. 28, 1815. 

Samubl B. Wylib, a. If. 
Pastor of the Reformed Pres. Church in Philadelphia ; 

James R. Wilson, a. m. 

Professor of the Learned Languages ; 

Jacob Bboadheab, d. d. 
Pastor of the Reformed Dutch Church ; 

Hbnky Holcombe, d. p. 
Pastor Qf the First Baptiit Church; 

Gborgb Bourne, 

Harrisonburg, Virginia ; 
George C. Potts, a. m. 
Pastor of the 4th Pres. Church, Philadelphia , 

Wb have read with pleasure and edification the 
First Journal of the Rev. Mr. Ely, and are happy to 
learn that a. second is about appearing. Publications 
calculated to awaken Christian sympathy and benevo- 
leBce, by unfolding the miseries of depraved and suf- 
fering humanity, and have a tendency to exhibit 
the value of tha fj^aapel of Christ as a means of re- 
generating th^ heart, reformipg the life^ or soothing 
tliebed of dissolution, cannot be too widely circulated. 
Mr* £ly has our best wishes for his success in all his 
meritorious and active endeavours tQ advance the 
interests of the Mediator's, kingdom-" 

Oq^otcr 27^*, 1816. 

William Stavohton, d. d. 
IMor o^tfaa Baiilist Charoh in Sassom Street, PhUaMpUa; 

WiLliUBft RmSES, D. D. 

Ma Pfoftsiar iA the Vnigfnmtf af PeneijlraBi^. 
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''I HAVE read a part of Mr. Ely's First Journal with 
pleasure, and am also happy to learn that a Second 
is about appearing/' 

James K. Burch, 

Pastor of the 5th Pres. Church, PhUadelphU. 



It were superfluous to add to the preced- 
ing recommendations. It may, however, be 
permitted to state, that the First Part of this 
Journal has been received with as high a 
degree of approbation in England, as any 
work ever written on this side of the 
Atlantic. 

The Publisher. 

PkiUOdphia. 
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PREFACE. 



There are subjects of vital importance 
to the young people of our cities, and to 
strangers who visit them, upon which pa- 
rents rarely speak, and public teachers 
!lSVGr preach. Shiii no warning be given, 
where it is indispensably necessary, be- 
cause it cannot be given from the pulpit? 
Many laws are essential to the well being 
of the state, which could not with propriety 
be read to a promiscuous society. Should 
they for this reason be abrogated, or un- 
written? Many parts of the Bible are of 
infinite use to individuals, which it is best, 
generally, to read in private. 

From the highest authority, the aulhor 
of this volume has taken an example, and 
hereby sends an admonition to young men, 
who are on the brink of ruin ; and to females. 
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who have almost passed, for some favourite 
individual, the boundaries of decorum ; 
with the hope that it will present sufficient 
interest to- secure a perusal, and truth 
enough to make them tremble. 

The reader will meet with nothing ficti- 
tious in the following pages, excepting some 
initials, which are designed to conceal the 
true names of the persons of whom I write ; 
while they afford an opportunity of tracing, 
from time to time, the history of the same 
individual. 

For some descriptions, with which the 
curioufil win meet, irany spology be deem- 
ed necessary, I can only say, that they are 
faithful exhibitions of depraved human 
nature, in the condition in which I have 
found it; and such exhibitions as are 
deemed necessary by many of the wise and 
good for the promotion of virtue. 

I have heard, indeed, " that a very gen- 
teel lady, of one of the most respectable 
families, said, concerning my former pub- 
lication, I wonder if Mr. Ely thinks that 
q religious book^ which is nothing but a 
history of ****** and beggars? To this 
extremely delicate person, and to all who 
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correspond with her in sentiment, Lord 
Byron may say, 

Gayer insects flutleriiig by, 

Ne'er droop the wing o'er those that die ; 
And lovelier things have mercy shown 
To every failing but their own : 
And every woe a tear can claim. 
Except an erring sister's shame." 

Let those who imagine that they stand, 
take heed lest they fall ; and let all sinners 
have compassion on such as are out of the 
way ; yes, let us all be grateful, who enjoy 
the pleasures of a good conscience, of repu- 
tation, and abundance ; for who hath made 
us to differ. 

That this little volume may give no of- 
fence to reasonable and candid men ; may 
furnish, in many cases, a practical applica- 
tion of scriptural doctrine ; may warn the 
wicked ; and encourage those, who show 
unto sinners the way of salvation, is the 
sincere wish of the reader's friend, 

EZRA STILES ELY. 

Philadtlphia, 
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Having been favoured with this 
Work from the Author immediately on its 
completion, we are happy to be able to 
present it to the Religious Public, in con- 
iidence that it will be no less acceptable 
than the preceding Volume. 

The very respectable names which re- 
commend it, in tbe preceding Preface, 
render any further eulogium perfectly 
unnecessary; but it may be proper to 
remark, that the Work, though of gene- 
ral interest, is peculiarly suited to Socie- 
ties and Individuals, who are engaged in 
the benevolent work of visiting the Sick 
Poor, and the Female Penitentiaries. 
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January Iff, A. D. 1819. 

* tX is better to go to the bouse of mourning than to g9 
to tke house of feasting,' 

ECCLBSIASTES vii. t. 

During the year of our Lord 1812, 1 contiuued 
to preach and visit in the Hospital and Almshouite^ 
as I had done the year before, but kept no Journal ; 
because I was weary with writing the history of 
human miseries. The suggestion, however, that 
those who contribute * to my support will expect 
some account of my future services, and the coun- 
sel of my friends, have constrained me to resume 
the pen. If any thing may be recorded by it, which 
MviW c&ntribute to the edification of the saints, or 
which will prove a solemn warning to the wicked^ 
the writer will be abundantly compensated for his 
labour, and will have additional cause for gratitude 
to that God, who * careth for us.' 

It will be a matter of course *1br the writer to 
preach in the Hospital once, and in the Almshouse 
twice, weekly ; and therefore the reader need not ex- 
pect any particular notice upon this subject, lie 
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will also yisit these places weekly, and some sketcnes, 
which appear most interesting, will occupy the fol- 
lowing pages. 

^*^-»-*^^**-»*-^*^»^ 
January 6th, 

' Hope deferred maketh the heart sick : but when the 
desire cometh, it is a tree of life.' 

Proverbs xiii. 12. 

Each of these cases the writer may say that he 
understands from experience. Long, indeed, has 
he hoped for the formation of a society which should 
support the gospel among the poor in this city. 
It certainly is a matter of more immediate moment 
to this metropolis, than any institution which has 
t)cen organized, or could be founded, for the pro- 
pagation of Christianity in foreign regions of the 
globe ; for, if any religious community, or evan- 
gvlized city, provides not the Bread of Life for the 
indigent members of its own family, it has denied 
the faitfay md exhibits the worst kind of practical 
infidelity. But the desire has come, and 'it is a 
tree of life.' Yes, ' the desire accomplished, is 
fweet to the soul.' Should any one say, that my 
rejoicing is the effect of selfishness, I can only say, 
that it would gratify me more to resign my place to 
some one who would attend to its duties, than to 
retain it : but as circumstances are, I bless God that 
he has induced many of his friends to unite them- 
selves in a SociSTT for supporting the Gospel 
itoMng the Poor in the' City of ^eiv York ; and 
that they have' thought fit to employ me as one of 
their stated preachers. Any man, who deserves 
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the name of Christian, must desire a comfort 
able maintenance, and the encouragement of pioiw 
friends. The few struggles which 1 have endured 
from my owu pride, and from involuntary indi* 
gence, are more than compensated by the assurance, 
that I shall be enabled in future, while I preach to 
the poor, to live without being constantly under pe- 
cuniary obligations to some benevolent individual. 
It is a source of much felicitation also, that some 
provision has been made for the Rev. John Stan* 
FORD by the same Society. He has laboured, in 
the estimation of the world, in vain, because he has 
preached without any pecuniary compensation, at 
least one Sabbath in each month, at the State's 
Prison; but God has given him an abundant' re- 
nvard in the spiritual ^velfare of some ' prisoners 4t 
hope.' 

It seems that the Lord is pleased, in various wayi^ 
to make provision for my wants of a temporal natare, 
while I am attempting to administer to the neces- 
sities of some of the poor saints, and of others that 
remain miserable sinners. To-day a letter came to 
hand, which I record with my best thanks to the 
venerable yvriter, of which the following is a 

COPY. 

January 4th, 1813. 

* REV. SIR, 

'Having read your journal, while preaching and 
visiting at the Hospital and Almshouse in the city 
of New York, and being informed that you have 
not been reasonably supported in this very import* 
rat labour of love to the souls of the depraved and 
V2 
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aiiterable of our race, — permit me. Sir, to cast in 
■ly mite towards your support, that you may not be 
discouraged in a work, which, though unprofitable 
in this world, will, most assuredly, produce you in- 
conceivable riches in the world to come. Remem- 
ber, that he who counts the hairs of your head, and 
without whom a sparrow cannot fall to the ground, 
will never suffer you to want, while engas;ed in so 
glorious a cause! You are in the sf i vice of the best 
of Masters ; I pray you, therefore, hold out to the 
end. If you have, ere this, been reasonably provi- 
ded for by a stated provision, you may devote this 
to the common cause, in the way that you think 
best. 

' Be so good as to draw on the Cashier of the 
kank of Newark, in your own name, for fifty dol- 
lars. I have taken care that it shall be duly ho- 
■oured. 

* 1 am. Rev. Sir, with the most ardent wishes and 
pniyert for your success in the Gospel^ , 
' * Yonri^ most affectionately^ 

•SENEX.' 

The letter contained the post-mark of Burlington, 
in New-Jersey. Before I consigned it to niy file of 
honour, the back of it was endorsed with the fol- 
lowing 

NOTB. 

' When I opened this letter, not recognizing the 
band, I expected au insult, like many which I have 
received on the subject of The Contrast ; but, 
behold ! the Lord has given me another benefactor: 
I know by experience, and hive often lejoioed in the 
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truths that none of them that trust in Him ihall he 
desolate. Psalm xxxiv. 22.' 

January Ath. 

In compliance with the order of Senex, I drew u 
check ou the bank of Newark ; and gave it to a geA- 
tlemao, to whom 1 communicated the reason of my 
drawing it, that he might forward it for acceptance. 
He presented it to the Merchants' Bank of this -citj, 
with his own name on the hack of it, and received 
the money, which he paid into my hands. Yester- 
day the check was presented at Newark, and the 
Cashier returned it with his protest, and a writtea 
declaration that I had no authority for drawing it. 

Hius I stand, at present, impeached before two 
banks, with the intention of gaining money by frauda- 
lent measures. The letter of Senex i have enclosed 
to the President of the bank of Newark, that he 
may clear my character of the unhappy imputation^ 
which for a moment rests upon it. Still i believe, 
with equal confidence^ that none of them that trust in 
Him shall ht desolate. 



January lOth. 

On the 8th instant, two athletic men were brought 
into the Hospital, who were taken sick five days be- 
fore, at the same hour. They lay beside each other 
for two days; and this morning died within five 
minutes of eacb other, it was a Solemn lectnre 
from the king 6f Terrors, especii|lly fo' those who 
were occupants of the same ward. One wh» wll> 
B3 



18 A GSNUnCI CATHOLIC* 

BCBScd tlie scene is % Catholic, who was a skort time 
siace in the hourly expectation of death from the 
rapture of a blood-vessel. This man deserves the 
name which I have given him; for although of the 
Bomisfa religion, yet he is so eatholie as to believe^ 
is spite of his former prejudices, that all who are in 
Christ Jesus, of every denomination, shall be saved.. 
When 1 saw him, the other, day, he was spitting 
•blood profusely ; and after I had prayed with him, he 
lifted up his hands to Heaven, and >uttered, in the 
presence of all, a very solemn and affecting address 
to the Savioor of sinnm. Not far from his side lay. 
It that time^ one of the same persuasion, who had 
often turned away his ear from me, because 1 had 
ao lighted candles and wafers; but he was finally 
disposed to Ibten, and even desired me to pray for 
bim. I}e too is now gone ' to dust and silence, dark* 
aeif and the tomb/ 

January llM. 

* Yoar brethren thai hated yon, that cast yoa oat for my 
name's sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified : but he shall 
appear to yoar joy, and they shall be ashamed/ 

IsAi4H Ixvi. 5. 

* What will finally result from the letter of Senex, 
it is impossible to say. If the Lord intends a fiivour 
by it, he must intend also to humble me, that I may 
be prepared for the reception of it. The cry seems 
sdmoat breaking from the lipa of some^ who must 
asiscoOstroe the oircumstanes, *Stop thief! Stop 
tbief r It wiU yet be weU (but how I know not) 
io4 eMadtaahalliiol trnnqph ovartbecMio which 
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I would seek to honour. Dr. Samuel Miller was so 
kimi as to call on me to-day, aud presented tke fol* 
lowing communication : — 

' New York, January 11th, 1813* 

' REV. AND DBAE SIB, 

^ 1 bav« this moment received a letter from Mr. 
Richards, of Newark, which, among other things^ 
contains the following paragraph. 1 hasten to com- 
municate it to you : — 

' A circumstance occurred in the Newark bank 
yesterday, which has caused some speculation. A 
check, drawn upon this bank by Ezra Stiles JEfy, for 
fifty dollars, and which, at the recommendation of 
Jeese Baldwin, has been paid to Mr. Ely by one of 
the banks in your city, was presented here for pay- 
ment. The check was not good ; and the cashier of 
the bank assured me, that Mr. Ely never had any 
dealings with the bank, nor yet with the State-bank^ 
newly established in this town. I should like to 
know whether Mr. Ely is yet in the city. If he is^ 
probably he will be able to give an explanation, which 
will relieve the feelings of some people in this place. 
I rely on your prudence to keep this statement where 
it ought to be/ 

^ I have not imparted, and do not intend to.impart, 
the above to any human being but yourself. 

^ I am, Sir, your fellow-labourer in the 
' vineyard of Christ, 
Riv. Mr. Ely. * SAMUEL IflLLER/ 



to 
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January 

Here comes the explanation, and with it the dona- 
tion of fifty dollars. Surely, i had something in bank, 
upon which I could draw ! 

EXTRACT 

Of a Letter from the President of the Bank. 
' I had received, on Wednesday morning, notice of 
jour being authorised to draw for the fifty dollars. I 
immediately went to the bank, left the check for that 
sum drawn in your favour; but as it was not to be 
used until your order came, the cashier laid it on one 
side ; and yrhen your draft came, in the multiplicity 
of business, he had forgotten the name, until I sent 
to him this morning. He exceedingly regrets the 
mistake ; but I hope no injury has resulted to you 
from it. 

' I am, Rev. Sir, 

* Your most obedient servant, 

'ELISHA BOUDINOT.^ 



The cashier took tke trouble to send to the State 
bank, and inquire if the writer had any account there, 
and then proclaimed what, if true, would have proved 
me a swindler; when he alone,' by his negligence, 
was the author of all my trouble, and his own future 
mortification! 
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January \1ih. 

Her heavy eyes are half^losed i the blood ponn from ber 
side. S<m qf Momi, she said, prepare the narrow tomb. 
Sleep comes like a cfond on my sool. The eyes of Oithona ' 
are dim. O had I dwelt at Duvranna, in the bright beam 
of my fame f then had my years come on with joy ; and 
the virgins would bless my steps. Bnt I fall in youth, son 
of Momi, and my finther shall blnsh in his hall !* 

OsaiAN's OrmoiiA 

Many young men^ like the son of Morni, have 
directed the fatal arrow to the heart of Oithona ; bat 
none of them can console themselves with the reflec- 
tion, that they were ignorant of what they did. Let me 
lead them to the Hospital, and I will show them the 
▼ictioiis of their murderous seductions ! There one 
lies in the agonies of death, who is young, and who, 
five years ago, was ignorant of their devices. Then 
she was beautiful, and the object of parental solici- 
tude. She was of a'genteel family in Baltimore; was 
addressed' by a young Englishman of fortune ; and io 
an unguarded moment, by the promise and eipectatioo 
of marriage, was deceived. To retrace her steps, and 
recall the past, was impossible. 

* Time's a tell-tale !' 

Her infant child wan received and caressed by her 
parent; but with cold disdain the erring daughter was 
driven from the mansion which she had fondly thought 
ber home. The unrelenting severity of those who 
were accessary to her life, induced despnir. With her 
deceiver she fled to New York, and for a considerable 
time was under his' protection.' His promises, how- 
ever, were soon out of date ; and he left the mother of 
his offipring, still young and beautiful, to the mercy 
of — the mercileu world I 
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AboQt this time one of the nurses, now in the Hos- 
pital, saw her ; wlio observes, that ' she was a perfect 
doll in beauty.' The nurse then exhorted her to turn 
from her evil way of life ; but she replied, « I have 
never been taught to do any kind of work; I have no 
friends that will receive me ; and I must proceed, or 
perish with hunger.' 

* If won, to eqinl ills betrayed, 
Woe waits the iosect and the maid ; 
A life of pain, the loss of peace. 
From infant's play, and man's caprice ; 
The lovely toy, so fiercely sought, 
flas lost Its cbanu by being caught ; 
For every touch that woo'd its stay. 
Has brush'd its brightest hue away ; 
Till charm, and hue, aud beanty gone, 
Tis left to fly or fall alone 1' 

ByRov» 

Now she is at destitute of mind as the bed on 
which she reclines, is covered with putrefaction, and 
asust sink down a loathsome, unfriended object to the 
grave ! 

But thy parents were sinners too ! Should they not 
have pitied and rescued thee, lost female 1 

Could her soul communicate any thoughts to her 
unhappy companions, — could her tongue move, me- 
thinks her language would be — * Why did I not pass 
away in secret, like the flower of the rock, that lifts 
its fair head unseen, and strews its withered leaves on 
the blast 1 I pass away in my youth, and my name 
shall not be heard. Or it will be heard with sorrow, 
aud the tears of Nuiith will fall. Thou wilt be sad, 
son of Morni, for the fallen fame of Oithona. But she 
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shall sleep in the narrow tomb, far from the voice of 
the mourner.' 



January 20(h. 

The Rev. A. Stansburv, a minister sound in 
doctrine and chaste in style, preached for me in the 
Almshouse this evening. After public worship, I 
visited a dying woman, who felt herself to be a lost 
sinner, and wished to know how she could be saved. 
Her room was full of dirty, ragged, miserable beings ; 
but they all paid attention to the instruction afforded 
their dying companion. 



January 2\st, 

F.ARLY this morning, a sick man, W. F. sent for 
me to call at the Almshouse, and pray with him. 
Repeatedly I have visited him, but he is never weary 
of hearing the gospel, and of uniting in prayer. Tliis 
man, when young, was extravagantly fond of the 
theatre, and associated with lewd people there, so 
long, that he lost his health, and, by the virulence of 
disease, his eyes. After he was thus visited for ini- 
quity, the present place of his residence became his 
only home. Here he married one of the paupers, 
by whom he has a large family of children. He ex* 
presses much gratitude for my attentions to the wel- 
fare of his soul ; and declares, that he desires complete 
sauctification from hi» sins, while his sole confidence 
for justification is reposed in Jesus Christ. This 
man I would not reproach with the past, which he 
deplores; but to the reader I must say, that attach- 
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ment to theatrical amusements tolok this person from 
all serious business, exposed him to strong temptations, 
and, in the issue, not oiily deprived hiin of sight, but 
made him the father of a numerous race of paupers. 
He was a man of no mean mental powers; but now 
he reposes in one of the lowest wards of the Alms- 
house, wears a long beard, is exposed to vermin, and 
is surrounded by every thing which is calculated to 
offend his remaining senses, and annihilate all hope 
for the present life. 

In the same room an old woman reclined on the 
floor, before the fire, who was violently affected with 
an ague. She was brought in from the street yester- 
day, and has undoubtedly destroyed herself by ine- 
briation. I spake to her of death, judgment, and 
eternity ; of salvation by Christ, and damnation by 
sin. She could not reply ; but she shed one soli- 
tary tear, shook her head, and uttered lamentable 
groans. 

In the Hospital I have had a long conversation 
with a yellow man, who was taught to read by the 
Society of Friends. They gave him a Bible, which he 
highly esteems, and which h^ has read abundantly. 
He was reading it when I entered the room, and ex- 
pressed a wish that the patients might all be made 
wise by their afflictions. He united in my desire, he 
said ; but added, that it was a difficult thing. He 
had lived, he informed me, with all sorts of people, 
und liad found that nothing but the Bible was the 
thing. " It is my strongest desire to abide by that,'^ 
he «aid ; « but how to do it, is the difficulty. It tells 
me that no unrighteous man shall enter into Heaven, 
and I cannot get clear from all sin yet. I strive to be 
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iioly ; and I know that, by the help of God, I must 
make myself perfectly holy before I die, or I am lost/* 
* You cannot make yourself holy by your own un- 
assisted exertions/ I said ; ' and will never be per- 
fectly free from sin while you live ; yet, if you are 
a Christian, you will nevertheless seek for perfect 
purity; but not as the ground of your acceptance 
with God/ 

" Why, now, I will tell you what I think. I caa 
do notliing without help; but, by God's help, I hope 
to get perfect before I die, that I may be received to 
glory; and FU tell you, one passage troubles me 
much, for it says, * If the righteous scarcely be saved, 
where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear 1* 
That shows its hard work to be saved ; and I find it 
«o/' 

Never have I conversed with any one, who appeared 
more sincerely to seek perfection as the ground of 
his owu salvation. The doctrine of acceptance, on 
account of the righteousness of Christ, was, as the 
reader might expect, urged upon his consideration. 
It seemed a new doctrine of righteousness, for which 
he could hardly relinquish his previous scheme of a 
righteousness, which he supposed the Spirit of Christ 
should coH>perate with him in effecting, for his jus. 
tification. 

Finally, I asked, if he could live without prayer. 

Well, now, I will tell you fairly, I do pray ; but 
ivhen I a'u't sincere, I know that I gain nothing by it : 
and I must tell you, that I find it hard to pray for my 
enemies as I would for my frieuds/' 

*Do yen wish to injure those who injure yout 
Perhaps you feel a strong inclination to double up 
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that great fist, and knock your adversary down. Our 
old nature not unfrequently excites such a disposition, 
especially in men of your frame of body and situation 
inlife.' 

Well, then, I'll be honest here' too. When I see 
■Ka man whom I do not like, I pass straight by him, with- 
'out taking any notice of him y and I 'wish he :may be 
a better man. That's all ; for I knew that if I do 
%ot forgive my enemies, I shall not be forgiven. But, 
'as I said before, ivhen I pray, I feel it hard to pray 
<for my enemies as for my friends.'' 

'There is something in this person's mind and man- 
ner, which appears superior to any thing which I 
have ever found in one of his complexion, it shall 
be my endeavour to instruct him more perfectly m the 
doctrines of Christ. 

T6-day;'ray gratitude to God has been renewedly 
'excited, and 1 have additional evidence that God will 
tkOt «end a soldier of the cross on an expedition at his 
lovfu charges. Many, on the publication of my first 
Joaroial, expressed their astonishment, that, in such 
benevolent city as this, any preacher to the poor 
should ikil of receiving 'maintenance. The truth is, 
•that the reputation which the pions^ people of ihis 
mcitropolis -have* for liberality, is well founded;:. but 
my situation was not generally known. It was sup- 
posed by many, that I received a competence; and 
others (few however in number) from some doctrinal 
differences, wished that Penury mighl drive ma from 
the city. The* following is 
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AN EXTRACT 

JFrom the Minutes of the Board oj Trustees of the 
Sockty for supporting the Gospel among the Poor 
in the City of New York, at a Meeting held on the 
20th of January, 1813. 

Whereas, it has become known to this Board, that 
the Rev. Ezra Stiles Ely is indebted to the amount of 
two hundred dollars, inconsequence of the very small 
compensatioy received for his- past services as stated 
Preacher of th« Hospital and Almshouse, — 

Resolved, That the Treasurer pay to Mr. Ely two 
hundred dollars, as a donation from this Society, to 
•aable him to dUcbarge thai debt. « 

John £. Caldwell, Stcrttary. 

Once nove then J can say» Aat I * owe no man any 
tiling, but lore.' 

January ^th. 

Within the last twelve hours, I hare preached 
four discourses, besides performing all the other usual 
servicers of public worship. In the last exercise I 
stood between two rooms in the Almshouse, and 
{^reached to an unusual number. Some of the paupeni 
were much affected, and particularly a young woman, 
S. A.E — , of lovely countenance, who lay beside my 
table sick of a fever. After sermon, 1 conversed with 
her, but her language was in whispers and tears. She 
knew that she was a great sinner, she said ; but could 
not doubt Christ's ability to save, even herself. 

In the Hospital the yellow man was eagerly atten* 
||ye to the doctrine of a believer's tmioD taCllri«t, by 
€ 2 
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which he is constituted a new creature, I am weary 
indeed, but not with the gospel ; which I have been 
proclaiming to four attentive audiences. 

To-day, the old woman who lay on the floor of the 
Almshouse cellar on the 21st instant, departed this 
life. A drunken life ends in a dreadful death ! 



January 26th, 

W — F — sent for me again, to hear more of Christ, 
and was anxious to have me speak loud, that all the 
poor people in the room might hear. He says that 
he can understand my doctrine better than any which 
lie has heard ; and does not desire any other earthly 
teacher. In the Hospital, I prayed in a ward ap* 
propria ted to depraved females ; in which are, at pre- 
sent, four or five very young and delicate lost ones. 
IVben I first began to exhort them, I could see the 
smile of the abandoned playing around the lips of 
several of them ; but, in a few moments, when 1 re- 
ninded them of the premature death of a multitude 
of their companions, they became solei]p|n. 

The evening was spent with a small praying so- 
ciety, which has existed for many years (I believe for 
about twenty) without intermission. This can be 
said of few establishments of the kind ; for Christians 
in general are too prone to become weary in well 
doing, and fluctuate from zeal to lamentable stupidity. 
Something new is then requisite to excite their slug- 
gish spirits ; and hence religious associations, founded 
on the best principles, rise and fall. Not unfrequent- 
]y, one or two zealous and discreet persons will pre- 
serve, for a long time, the life of piety in their little 
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company; and thcfreforc the few, who are capable of 
leading in social worship, shoold be punctual and 
constant. 



January 26M. 

This morning, at the request of Mrs. L — C — , I 

visited a young man, Mr. C r, who is on the verge 

of the grave with the consumfytion. He has been in 
the Hospital twice, with the desire of gaining relief, 
but his case is beyond the phyiictan's skill. His 
mother has a little room in the third story of an old 
bouse, in which she attends to her sick son, and 
schools eight or ten children. The floor was carpet- 
ed, and every thing was neat. The son seems to have 
some knowledge of the natare of faith» witbout any 
skill in describing it. He has beeii a wild youth ; 
but for a few years past, his present disorder preying 
on his lungs, has made him thoughtful. I asked him 
in what manner a sinner became iutereste4 in the 
Lord Jesus Christ ? — and he answered, * By praying to 
bim, seeking him, loving him, and keeping hU com- 
mandments.' H« bad, there^bre, no idea ojp any but 
a practical faith in Christ. 



January 27tiL 

W — F — is still very sick. I found him in bed 
with his wife and some of their children. His |^ra« 
tittide fbr a little religions attentibn is v^y gteat* 
R^, the blind boy, hA rarely fiiiled of repfeut- 
hig oo^ hymn, after pnbtic worship weekly, for mor« 
tkan %Vt montb^a A ftw monrtiits bdbre ffAu^ to th^ 
C 3 
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Almshouse this eveniug, I composed the following 
stanzas, which were sung by Blind George and his 
followers : — 

HYMN. c. M. 

Behold, the poor, the lame, the blind, 

The sick, the wretched meet, 
Where begg^ars royal favour find. 

E'en at the mercy seat 

With all our poverty and pain, 

With all our weight of sin, 
We come, not wishing to complain, 

Sat Christ himself to win. 

O may the Son of David hear 

The humble prayer we raise, 
That he would dry the widow's tear. 

And fill her heart with praise ! 

Eemember, Lord, the fatherless. 

And bid the drooping rise ; 
Remember age in deep distress, 

And make the dying wise. 

Tbou, blessed Jesus, come and dwelt 

Within each trembling breast ! 
Deliver us from sin and hell. 

And give us, sinners, rest. 



January 28tk. 

' Whbn I was iu the Hospital,' said the young man» 

Mr. C , whom I visited on the 26tli, and again 

to-day, * I did not much regard your preaching ; but 
I have had much time for reflection^ and now the 
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same things seem of infinite consequence. I would 
not, for all tlie gold I could lift, return to my past 
sins/ Many similar things he said, and assured me 
that his hope of eternal happiness, through Jcsu« 
Christ, is so strong, that he is willing to die. 

In the Hospital I conversed with a Scotch-Irish 
woman, who was brought in by one of the Dorcas 
Society. She was found in a miserable condition; 
but for many weeks has been made as comfortable as 
ber diseases will permit. Like most of her country* 
women, she speaks of doctrinal subjects with more 
propriety than is usual with people of other nations* 
Of the heart of this woman I cannot judge, but you 
will never hear her speak of acceptauce with God, 
on any other ground than that of the righteousness 
of Christ. 

The yellow man pleases me. * Sir, I was thinking,' 
he said, 'just noif, that if it were not for religion 
we should have no Hospital, and no such good pro- 
vision for us.' All charitable institutious of this kind 
have certainly sprung from the benign influence of 
Christianity. 

Of Christ he said, < Well, now, I think he did all 
he could for us, for he died for us, and we must do 
the best we can, and look to him, for if the truth was 
known, I think he is now in Heaven praying for us 
poor sinners.' With the sermon last Sabbath, he 
professes to have been pleased and instructed. The 
rheumatism may prove his spiritual good. God 
grant it ! 
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January 3l5f. 

^ Mk. L. Bleekbr, a distinguished member of tb^ 
Baptist Churcb, was with me this evening at the Alms- 
house, offered a prayer after sermon, and made a few 
serious and pertinent remarks. While I was speak- 
ing, a drunkard, with a bloated face, sat beside me. 
t fixed my eyes sternly on him, and said, ' The man 
who is dead in trespasses and sins, will give abun*- 
dant evidence of it, by following the sins to whtch he 
is addicted. If the love of intemperate dfioking is 
his besetting sin, he will become intoxicated when he 
has tfa« opportunity. Do you believe this ?' 

The drunkard looked at me full in the face, and 
nodded his bead. I continued to fix my countenance 
on him, and said, * It is not so difiicult then as some 
imagine, to ascertain whether men are dead in sin, 
or alive to God. Will not the person, who is quick- 
ened by the Holy Ghost, give as good evidence that 
he is alive, as the drunkard that he is attached to bi^ 
cupsl* 

Here the drunkard's fire kindled into new fames ; 
a tear stood in each eye for a second, but Natui-e had 
become so degraded, that he immediately after smiled^ 
and nodded assent again. 

Instantaneously I quoted, 'Woe unto yon that 
laugh now, for ye shall mourn and weep.' At thiA 
his countenance was fallen, and I tui'ned from him, 
that he might not be exasperated, while I continued 
to press the same subject home on his mind, by 
similar allusions. 

When Mr. Bleeker began to speak, he said, ' I dare 
§ay that joaoy of you do not believe a word of what 
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jon have heard ; but it is all solemn truth.' Theit 
looking on this same drunkard, he asked, ' Do you 
believe that you are dead in trespasses and sins, — that 
you are without divine and spiritual life V The half- 
intoxicated man answered, Yes, 1 do believe it; and 
think we have had a very fine sermon." 

Mr. Bleeker* * No, you do not believe it ; for if 
you did, you could not lead such a life as you do.' 

Drunkard. " Why yes, I do believe that 1 am a 
sinner, and that all are sinners." 

Mr. Bfeeker. ' If you believed in your heart that 
you are dead in sin, you could not act and feel as. 
you do ; but it is an easy thing to aiBrm that we be- 
lieve/ 

The poor wretch got up and staggered away five or 
eix paces to aoothcr seat ; and Mr. Bleeker, in cou- 
tinuaoce of his discourse, said, 'I must tell you 
plainly, from the evidence of my own senses, that I 
think some who are here are intoxicated now, and are 
habitually intemperate ; and these persons are cer- 
tainly dead in sins. Except they are born again, they 
must certainly be damned !' 

An evil course of conduct is undoubtedly conclu* 
sive against any man, who asserts that he possesses 
faith. Let it be a settled principle that a miser loves 
money ; let me inform him, that a certain field, which 
is for sale, contains a pearl of immense value ; and if 
be does not take measures to secure that field, it must 
be in consequence of his not believing my tcbtiinony. 
Should he say, ' Sir, I am eager for wealth, and I 
believe what you afiirm, but shall take no measures to 
secure that pearl which you say is within my reach ;' 
I should feel at liberty to rejoin, " The truth is not in 
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you." In like mailner, if sinners affirm that they 
believe tlie gospel, and do not act conformably to the 
spirit of faith, they deceive themselves, or they are 
liars who would delude others. 

We.descended into the filthy apartment of W — F — . 
** Well, William, how are you to-night? Do you find 
any thing to comfort you 1" 

* Thank you, Mr. Ely ; I am no better, but I trust 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.' 

Mr, Bleeker, " But what encourages you to trust 
hi him, my friend V 

W, F. * His word. I pray to him for mercy.' 

Mr. Blether. " But you must not trust to your 
prayers. Do you think that you know God ; and 
how long have you known hxmV* 

F. « Not till lately ; since I wai^ blind.' 

Mr. Blether. ** What^ makes you tbink tiial you 
lave an interest in Christ T 

W.F. 'His Spirit touches iiihb; I feel it; 
md be applies the precious blood of Christ to my 
ooffscience.' ' 

This answer evinces that most of this bKnd man's 
motions are derived from the faculty of feeling. How 
forcible the expression, < His S]^int touches nine 
Much similar langni^ I have heard from him. 

We ascended to one of the Hospital wards ; and 

here I heard S. A. E , the young woman whom 

I addressed on the 24th instant, utter in whispers 
many sentiments suitable to her situation. She is 
mild and calm, and full of prayer, in the intervals of 
her frequently recurring fits. Her whisper to Christ 
affected me, and especially the expression of her 
gratitude for my first attempt to exhibit his salvatioi» 
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for her acceptance. Really, she has a beautiful face, 
a countenance that speaks ; and I cannot but wonder 
what should have brought her to this abode of misery. 

In one day last wetk the Superintendant of the 
.Almshouse relieved a thousand poor families, without 
the walls of the Institution. In this severity of cold, 
liow many are the sufferers in this wide city ! 

Great God 1 how terrible thy frost I 
Before its progress who could stand? 

Continue it, and all are lost ; 
An icy death pervades the land. 

Thou, who hast form'd the drops of dew, 

And art the Father of the rain, 
At whose command the white winds blew. 

And covered all the rocky plain ; 

Regard the children of Distress, 

And banish these congealing pains; 
Let not stern Winter long oppress 

The tboni^ands who have felt bis chains, 

O bid the secret south wind rise. 

With power to melt the rigid foe ; 
Then ev'ry storm, reluctant flies, 

And all the streams of comfort flow 1 

But chiefly to the frozen heart, 

O ;uay the Spirit's quickening breath 

Such penetrating warmth impart, 
As saves it from the second death ! 

Let Spring return to polar skies. 
Which ^ucc have felt the cheering light; 

And Christ illume the sinner's eyes, 
liong winters cios'd in dismal night* 
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February 2nd. 

Young C — — r, the son of a poor widow, seems 
to enjoy a calm and heavenly frame of mind. The 
love of Christ appears to engross his feeble powers, 
and at times confound them. ' He wonders that 
so soon as Christ died for sinners, all men who heard 
of it, did not leave off sinning, and become perfectly 
holy. They ought to have done it, and I wonder they 
did not.' 

*• But have you become perfectly holy since you 
believed in Jesus for your own salvation 

* Oh, no ! I am a poor unworthy creature.' 

" Does it not astonish you to think, that Christ 
died for such an offender as you are ?" 

* Yes, Sir; but it more astonishes me, that whea 
Christ once died for sinners, he should be willing to 
do it again.* 

" I do not understand your meaning.*" 

* I mean, that if you had died for me^ and I 
wou'dVt thank you for it, and should reject you, it 
would be most astonishing if you would offer yourself 
to me again ! 

** Christ certainly doe» urge himself, again and 
again, upon many sinners, who long slight his proffers 
of peace, pardon, and sanctification. Yea, he per- 
suades, and enables the sinner to receive him by faith; 
and this shows us that salvation, from beginning to 
«nd, is an unmerited gift." 

' 1 feel that I have nothing to give him in return.' 

" True, my young friend, you bave nothing to give 
but a sinful and broken heart. You can never 
make any payment to God, nor does he require it» 
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ff all should perish, it would be hy Justice; hut if 
any are saved, it is by Grace. Justice damns men, 
but grace saves men. You ought to be thankful, and 
bless God with your dying Hps, for revealing Jesni 
to you ; but when God requires you to be happy, 
^nd makes you holy, that you may enjoy him, yoo 
do not thereby merit any thing.*' 

* Oh, Sir, he is a kind and just God.' 
Yes, he is the just God and Saviour/' 

To this object of faith and love we then addressed 
Dur prayers; while the little school, and the mis- 
tress, the mother of tlie dying youth, bended their 
knees before the God of the widow, and Father of the 
fatherless. 



February '2rf. 

The Catholic, whooi I saw on the 10th of January^ 
lias experienced much relief for some time past, and 
J have invariably found him respectful and grateful. 
Now he has a relapse, is raising offensive matter 
from his lungs profusely, but still appears the same 
in tnit)d. 'He united in prayer very devoutly. An 
Irishman i found, with a Bible at his head, and 
said, " Friend, you have the word of God bear you.^ 

* Yes, Sir,' he replied; 'many persons have the 
best things near them, of which they make little or 
/iio use.' The remainder of his observations breathed 
the same spirit. 

All the patients are still and attentive when I enter 
^ room, and testify their respect for that religion of 
which I ain a minister. Sickness seems to amalgamate 
«ll denominations, and make any teacher of religiou, 

iroL; 11. a> 
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ifho honours his Master^ the object of their ve- 
neration. 

. My audience thb evenin;^ was very full and at- 
tentive; and with all the severity which 1 can justify 
in the language of a messenger of grace to guilty men, 
J. attempted to expose, that I might reprove the 
pecoliar transgressions of my hearers. The depravity 
of man consists in his being dead in trespasses and 
ains to every thing which is holy, and in being alive 
to all manner of moral evil, so as to regulate his 
conduct by the course of this world, the temptations 
of the prince of the power of the air, and the lustf of 
the flesh. 

But what have the paupers to do with the alluriug 
world, from which they seem excluded 1 Ay, there 
is a world within the Almshouse, which has its prin- 
ciples, fashions, and evil courses ; hut what the pau- 
pers are deficient in the sins of high life, they more 
than make up by the lusts of the flesh. If the popu- 
lation of the city were to remain the same, and chil- 
dren were not born and educated in the Almshouse 
for the devil, I do verily believe that in ten years the 
xiumber of persons dependent on this institution would 
be less by half than it now b. Drunkenness and 
lewdness are the common vices of the place ; and of 
the paupers, which are not foreigners, much the 
greater portion is the ofi^spring of the house. The 
evil will extend, and the miserable will procreate 
children of Misery, until the new establishment is 
completed^ in whicb the sexes will be separated, and 
into which, it is to be hoped, ardent spirits will not 
jfind their way, except it be to the apothecary's shop. 

With W — F — prayer was offered, and be tells me 
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that he does cheerfully resign himself into the Lord's 
bands, to b<' disposed of by him, for time and eternity, 
SB he bhull deem best» 



Ftbruarj/ bth. 

The youn;^ woman, S. A. E , with whoni 1 

conversed on the 24th and 3l8t davs of last month. 
Is recovering. She api>ean> to be very grateful to God 
fbr prolnnf^ing her space for repentance. 
' This aficiiioou I have, in three rooms of the 
Almshouse, prayed with \\X least thirty women of the 
foser .sort. Among them was A — W — , the stolen 
country girl, whose history is given in my former 
Jonrnal, who is still bedrid, and who has never had 
tlie uie of hec limbs, since 1 have been acquainted 
v^itb. her. She bus been visited by her mother ; but 
poverty, and fhe care of her other children, pre- 
vented her from removing her daughter. A — W — 
was affected at my discourse ; the tears, which she 
could not suppress, arose in her eyes, and she said, 
1 have no hope from this world ; I must live and 
die here." 

* And in a miserable place too,' I said : ' but liave 
yon any hope of finally entering into everlasting 
lifel Do you pray to the Lord Jesus Christ every 
day, and often V 

•* O yes, Sir, in my heart, as well as I know how!" 

Anotlier young woman sat on her bod, sewing, to 
whom 1 gave, some months ago, from Mr. Benjamin 
Allen's liberality, Doddridge's Rise and Progress. 
She had been thoughtful for some time, and was gla4 
D2 
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t9 be instructed. Poor thiog ! she has been unable 
to get off her bed for two years, and must remain in 
this situation, until death »hall release her spirit 
from the wretchedly abused frame. 

To one bloated and full of blotches, I directed my 
discourse and she attempted to cry, but could not 
mcceed. Another conducted herself in a very differ- 
ent manner. .. She must be thirty years of age, and haai * 
many remains of beauty. From her parched lips» 
and extremely emaciated body, I perceived that she 
could not live long, and therefore, bowing my head 
over the staff of my umbrella, said, " My fellow- 

&inncr, you must soon die, and" * And I don't 

eare how soon!' she interposed, and rolling up hec* 
penetrating eyes, gave a sad sigh ! 
. ' The sooner I die the better!' 
. . ** Do you think yourself prepared, by faith in the 
^prd Jesus Christ, and repentance for siD> to appear 
before. Godr 

* I ha*u't studied that point.' 
Are you willing then, to be removed from this 
wretched place to a worse 

: / This is bad enough ! Fve had nothing but miser; 
hero.' 

" And are likely to have nothing but misery in the 
world to come : for you are by nature dcs^d in tres* 
piasscs and sins. You are a child of wrath. God 
has atHicted you here, and if you die in your present 
state, you must sink down to hell, to become the 
companion of devils and damned men." 

' I have not thought much about these things/ 
It is high time that you had, for you are drawing 
near to the grave ; and after death, it will be for e? er 
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too tate to thiok of seeking HesTeo. Wbile in this 
world you must be reconciled to God, or be damned 
in the next. Now can you tell ne how it is possible 
for you to be saved V 

'I an't LAKN*D in these things; but I hope I 
sha'n't go to a worse world than this/ 

Such are the persons with whom I have to deal 
concerning their immortal souls, in the name of 
Him, who is the Savionr of sinners. Ofallthedis^ 
agreeable places which 1 have ever seen, none are to 
foe compared with some wards in this institution; 
fu/f the pollution of every kind which infects their 
occupants. 



February 1th. 

A detail of the events of this Sabbath, and par- 
ticularly of this evening,, would occupy psges, if I 
had sufficient strength to record them. A few hints 
must suffice. During public worship, the womaa 
with whom I held a discourse on the 5th instant, was 
attentive. On her bed a tall cou^try girl, 
M — , who, five or six mouths ago, returned^ volun* 
tarily, to her mother in the country ; but her mother 
is poor, and the girl's health is so miserable, that she 
is not able to earn her food. Her qld disease has 
never been wholly eradicated ; and before she went 
home her physician told me, that he did not think it 
ever could be. She sooi^ came back, therefore, 
because she could not have suitable medical att^d- 
ance in the country ; aii4 because our Alms^HMise 
is the grand leceptacle of blasted, withered, dying 
D3 
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females^ While George sung, * Mercy, O thou Sob 
of David/ this forloxa creature wept abundantly. 

* After serraon W- — R — repeated a hymn, aud 

Mr. B r distributed many tracts, for which most 

iof the hearers were eager. We then passed into the 
opposite room. I stood between two ^ery sick 
momen, of the loo^ser sort, who could not be younger 
than forty. They both confessed themselves to be 
exceedingly vile ; and when I asked one, for what I 
should particularly pray, she replied, * That I may 
have 'an interest in Heaven, so that, should I sud- 
denly be called away, I may not be rejected.' When 
I had offered prayer with her, I passed to a woman 
no better than either of these, who was calmly con- 
tending with Mr, B r, that she always had a 

{[ood heart. 

** Are you not a sinner I demanded. 

• No ; my heart is good by nature : I never saw a 
distressed person but I wished to help them, and did 
nil in my power. I've done all I could, and behaved 
as well as I knew how, and therefore expect that 
God won't be very strict with me.' 

Have you done no evil 1 Or, granting even that, 
which is not true, for I find you in a bad place, — have 
jbn not come short of the glory of God 1 How came 
yon here if you are not a sinner Y' 

With a solemn face and much earnestness, she still 
maintained her integrity of heart ; when, to cut the 
natter short, I asked, 

" Do you think yourself better than the apostle 
Paul?" 

« Why, no, I cant say I am better^' 
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** Know, theo, that he confessed himself a sinner, 
anci^fter his conversion could say, * O wretched maa 
that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death I' If, then, you are not better than Paul 
was, you have a wicked heart ; but if you are better, 
you arc welcome to contend for a higher scat in 
Heaven. Remember, however, that if you are as 
much of a sinner as Paul was, and do not repent, you 
must be accursed for ever." 

This is a true picture of the self-righteousness of 
an unprincipled woman. O what a proud rebel is 
fallen, degraded, abandoned man ! 

With two ladies, and Mr. B r, who came to 

attend on divine worship with us, I descended into 
W — F — 's room. He is much weaker, but appears 
to have gained some knowledge. He quoted a part 
of the twenty-third Psalm very appropriately, saying, 
that he remembered the verse from having heard good 
old Dr. Rodgers preach from it, when he could him- 
self see, and when he was a very wicked young mdn/ 
I spoke of his having followed plays, and similar 
follies ; but I could easily perceive that he is truly 
ashamed of those unproiitable works. 

An old deformed woman, who lay on the next bed, 
turned over and said, with a very coarse voice, ** Poor 
William is very sick, and I offered to say prayers to 
him, but he did nae like 'em. But I think he may'o't 
get better ones for a' that. I offered to sing to 
him too, a hymn about Jesus, but he did nae like 
that neither, and so 1 sang on, nothing minding hin^ 
a bit." 

' Do you really then pray Y I asked ; and she re* 
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Febrvari/ lOth, 

' With wonodcd wing, or hleediDg breast, 
Ah ! where shall citlicr victim rest ? 
Can this with fadfd pinion soar 
Prom rose to tulip as ht forc? 
Or Bpaiitv, bli^^hted in au honr, 
Find joy withia her broken bower ?' 

Byro)9» 

This morning T visited the two wards in the Hos- 
pital which contain lewd men, and left Doddridge's 
Rise and Progress in each, which they promised to 
ffead. They were attentive to all which I said, and* 
^re pieased to have me call on them. Indeed, Ihey 
tkd previously intimated to one of tiie nurses, that 
if I did not visit them, they should abi^erlt them- 
Mlves from my public discourses, lu another wnrd 
i VH^Iedftsick Italian, and my Rbmau Catholic friend ;* 
iAkO Wtl^d up bis hands and eyes to Hlsaven, prayecf 
X Ita ioui whispers, and said, 'O! I need Christ to' 
save me, enough, indeed f that I do. May God 'M 
Merciful to me a sinner V This man has no objection' 
fo the true doctrine of confession to Christ, and not 
to'a priest, and of the remission of sins through the' 
Redeemer alone. 

In the evening I preached in a ward of lost females 
in the Almshouse, In which public worship has 
never before been attended; and then visited two 
other rooms, containing persons of the same sex and 
character. M — B — , of my former Journal, still 
lives, and appears to be a Christian ; but she must 
be contented to remain on the bed of death. In the 
same room a young woman lies, who has been a 
public professor of religion, and a prostitute at the 
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same time. There I saw another woman of about 
thirty years of agfe, v ho was one year in the Hos- 
pital, and who has been nearly tlie same time in the 
Almshouse. She is almost gone, and she said of two 
young things, not more than sixteen years of ag€^ 
who sat at the foot of her bed, mending some old 
rags to cover their naked, sivealher-beaten, dying 
bosoms, ' O that they would take warning from me !' 
The professor of religion, who is a common courtesan, 
seemed quite iuseuiiible; while two or three, who 
had never acted the part of hypocrites, were much 
effected. 

This proves that an unrenewed nominal Christian, 
who bad many fits, swoons, and fevers of devotioii^ 
without any saving knowledge or faith, may be worse 
than many abandoned persons, who never made any 
pretensions to religion. 

W — F — declines; but he can nod bis meaning, 
just as well as if he spake it. Every thing he resigns 
iato the hands of the Redeemer, whose soul tauehe$ 
his. 

. Good night to the hundred poor, to whom I have 
preached ; good night to the thirty devotees of SuC- 
coth^Benoth, with whom I have afterwards prayed. 
^ Ijord, wiiat is man !— poor — feeble man 1' 
Mercy! mercy! mercy on us! Son of David. 

Februmy \4th. 

Bbsidbs attending church once, T have preached 
three times to-day, visited and prayed in three wards 
of the Almshouse, and, in short, have gone through a 
scene so similar to that of the last Sabbath, that it n 
useless to eohrge this article. 
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February l^ih. 

This morning I have risited three wards of the 
Hospital, and prayed with three dying men who were 
solicitous of instruction. 

One said, '* I am almost as low as I can be." 

• Yes, friend,' I replied, ' and perhaps you will die 
goon.' 

** 1 hope not,'' he responded, and drew back with 
much horror in his countenance. 

He had not, indeed, calculated on dissolution, and 
it was my unpleasant duty to convince him that the 
cold hand of death wzs on his heart. Before ( left 
him, he appeared to be more reconciled to the 
thought of speedily departing from this life. 

My Roman Catholic friend was truly glad to see 
me, and assured me that death had become. by far 
less terrible thap it was, before he knew the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He said, **l am waiting for 
the last moment." To see his pale, white, and 
red full face, lifted up to Heaven, with eyes full of 
tears, would affect any spectator, if it would not con- 
vince him of the reality of vital religion. 

Another man I approached' on the bed of sickness; 
but what shall I say of him t On the Sabbath but one 
before the last, in this same room, a man died, a few 
moments after I had concluded my sermon, and two 
have since resigned their bodies to the power of the 
grave: but all this is nothing to the callous heart. 
(From his furrowed face and grey locks, which bung 
Jipon his shoulders, 1 might have expected to heat 
him jsay, " I remember the days of my youth with 
sorrow.; vidbea I feel the weakness of my arm. I have 
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bebeld the tombs of my friends, and now darkness 
comes on my soul." 

Nothing like this escaped him. ' You are aged. 
Sir, as well as sick/ said the writer. 

Yes, I am a good old dog yet" he said, and turned 
his antiquated frame like Goliah of Gath ; a good 
old dog, that may live many days 

* I could wish you some higher destiny than that of 
a dog, which shall perish.' 

I have no doubt but that erery good man wishes 
the same; but. my sins are as innumerable as the 
sands on the sea-shore, and I can spend my time mueli 
better than to be praying for their pardon !" This 
was uttered with such a countenance and air, that 
I confess I knew not what to say to him. He ap« 
pea red to defy the living God. A few things, never- 
theless, I suggested for his consideration; and he 
closed his eyes, telling me that he wished to go to 
sleep. ' You must sleep soon/ I said, ' the sleep of 
death ; and may God graut that you do not awake 
in hell !' 

Fthruary \%tk. 

* Thoagh wcary'd virtae oft hU soal forsake, 

Heroic ardour burning in bis breast, 
Resolv'd, unvanqui^h'd, to sustain tke test. 
For great and fair it seem'd, to undertake 
Stern Virtue's fiery conflict, great and fair 

The wish to conquer, and the heart to dare- 

How glorious then, to gain th' unrivaii'd priie ( 
Botah! when more oppos'd, more strongly rise 
The foe's resistless pow'rs, Hope sinks in deep despair.* 

Obbrov. 

At the request of Mrs. M****, who, without 
wealthy does much good, I renewed my visits to the 
TOL. II. m 
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sister of Miss H , the sick soldier's female friend, 

of whom I gave some account in my Journal for 
1^11* The aged and withered survivor, who was 
born before her departed sister, still occupies the 
same cellar ; which, to use her own words, ' is homely, 
but neat.' A neighbour, a poor woman, who ap- 
pears to be thoughtful, had come to make her a visits 
and they two were actually within the chimney, 
over a few sticks which had been kindled to boil 
the pot. 

You have almost forgotten me, I suppose ; but 
you once knew me." 

* O, its Mr. Ely ! I'm glad to see you once more. 
How do you do Z You look healthy ; much more so 
than you did.' 

And you can remember better days, and tell of 
changing scenes." 

* Yes, Sir ; I can well remember when I had the 
honour of dining in company with that reverend man 
of God, Mr. George Whitefield, and with eight or ten 
clergymen at the same time.' She then repeated 
their name^ to me, which I have forgotten. 

' But it is the Lord, who has brought me low, and 
I must submit. Blessed be his name, for he deals 
inercifully with mei' 

Have yoH suffered much since I saw you last I 
Or have you been provided for 1" 

* Once last summer I arose on the Sabbath, and 
bad nothing but a crust of bread, and one drawing 

t^f tea in the house, and so I went to the church 



♦ See pages 70, 71, 78, 121. 



FEMAI.E FRIEND. 



^1 



fesHog; and there was I fed, so that I was completely 
satisfied.' 

Did auy one give \ou temporal food there Y* 
' Oh, no; hut I was refreshed with the word of God, 
and returned to this place, and was as well satisfied, 
as if the room had been lined with provisions. His 
word is meat indeed. But 1 was very weak, and 
went to bed. In the evening I thought that I ought 
lo go to my meeting again, and not lie down in sad- 
ness » so I went, and ilie next day I got some work to 
supply my craving appetite.' 

" i perceive, that the poorest are not the most 
unhappy people in the world, and the Lord appears 
to comfort you in your sorrows. He brings down 
many, and raises others up.*' 

* 1 have seen many grow rich ; but I think America 
lias become great without being thankful. I think 
the people have become proud and high in their 
notions. To be high and rick is the ruling passion in 
our land.' 

The writer thought her remarks correct ; but was 
grateful for the fact, that many people in the midst 
of us are exemplary in their piety. 

' True,\she said, ' and there seems to be*more than 
a common stir in this city ; but if all professors 
were POSSESSORS of religion, this city would be a 
▼ery different place.' 

This quaint, but pungent speech, may have been 
original with her, or it may have been quoted from 
the fathers. I did not inquire how she came by it; 
' and since she spoke without any apparent disaffec- 
tion with the fluent, yea, without the least manifes- 
tation of discontent with her own situation, 1 couM 
E 2 
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not but yield the humiliating ascent. The present 
•f a copy of my Journal, gave her great delight. 

From this subterranean abode of Contentment, I 
went to the house of one of my poor, be widowed 
friends, who is sick from hard work. She received 
three copies of my Journal, for which a neighbour 
is to give her two dollars. It is a great consolation, 
that if I have a few bitter enemies among the rich, I 
have none among the poor ; so far as I can learn, in 
any of the places which I have sojourned. 

My presence was desired in this last place, prin- 
cipally, as a casuist. The widow's eldest son, who 
is a handsome young fellow, and a good mechanic, 
has married a young woman, who has never obtained 
a legal divorce from her former husband. This 
troubles the tender conscience of the mother, and has 
contributed, with the cause above stated, to make 
her sick. With the young man I had a conversatioa 
before bis marriage, and attempted to dissuade hia 
from forming the connexion which he proposed, until 
the proper civil authority should give her permission 
to enter the matrimonial relation again. 

Since many such cases exist in large cities, among 
poor people, I will give you an account of this young 
couple, and suggest such remarks as were made by 
myself, with the hope of influencing their conduct; 
that possibly some who may read, may in future un- 
derstand the divine law on this subject. 

The facts are these. Not many years since, a 
young man, of comely person, who was then a clerk, 
in a store, courted a worthy young woman, who was 
every way equal, who had some little property, and 
such charm as do not fall to the lot of half the female 
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race. She knew nothing against his character, and 
because she Joved him, she married him. Soon 
after she found, to her inexpressible sorrow, that 
lie had lately seduced a young woman, who was 
likely to become a mother by him. The victim was 
taken sick; but the tender wife so far forgave her 
husband's previous misconduct, as to visit and assist 
the dying female. 

After the miserable exit of this deluded thing, it 
came to the knowledge of the wife, that her husband 
had induced the person of his criminal pleasures, to 
take some medicine for the destruction of her unborn 
progeny ; which proved the death, not only of the 
babe, but also of herself. 

This rendered the young man so obnoxious, that 
he was dismissed from his clerkship, and rejected 
from the Society which had previously thought him 
its ornament. To support himself, he enlisted ia 
the theatrical band, met with applause, and insisted 
upon making his newly-married wife an actress. She 
positively declined ; and he as positively assured her^ 
that if she would not consent, he would never live 
with her as his wife* Thus, in a few weeks after 
they were married, they were separated; and the 
wife, having abundant evidence of his illicit inter- 
course, was very willing to receive a written cer- 
tificate, which he called a Divorce, of his having 
abandoned her for ever. 

Many months after this separation, she became 
acquainted with the widow's son. They were long 
pleased with each other, and were disposed to be 
united in wedlock. Indeed, they were well calculated 
to be happy ia such a union. I advised the youfig 
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man to assist her in getting a legal divorce, or else 
never to marry her. It was my expectation, from 
what he had said,that he would have taken my advice. 
But he was poor; he found the forms of law expensive ; 
she heard, more than a year ago, that her first husband 
was dead, of which, however, she was not certain ; 
and supposing that a divorce could not be granted 
without the consent of this absconded husband, who 
is probably in Canada, they were put together by some 
clerical person of obscure fome. 

If the young man had possessed a good education 
wd fortune, he might have married into any of the 
most respectable families in this city. To stand well 
at die bank, is every thing with many rich parents ; 
and his fine face, genteel form, and amiable manners, 
would have captivated the young ladies. 

No wonder, then, that this irregularly divorced 
, young woman, and this attractive artisan, should have 
come together. 

To the record of these £icts I subjoin the following 

3larriage is constituted by a mutual covenant be- 
iween a male and female to become husband and wile, 
and to perform, in relation to each other, the various 
duties of the coopubial state, to the utter exclusion of 
all intercourse with others, until the union shall be 
dissolved by the death of one of the partners. When- 
ever a man and woman voluntarily enter into this 
•ovenant engagement, they are married by their own 
consent I and if this covenant can be proved by wit- 
#es^«» the marriage is valid in civil law. 

In the patriarchal iiges, all marriage connexiona 
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Rebecca to be his wife, and she took hira to be her 
husband, the bauds of wedlock were knotted. It is 
an erroneous notion that any two are married by the 
act of a third person, ini>tead of their own mutual co- 
Tcaant. 

Had civil law interposed no regulations, a simple 
covenant of marriage before witnesses would constitute 
ft marriage between competent persons, and such a 
marriage as the holy Scriptures pronounce honourable. 
But, to prevent clandestine intercourse, under pretence 
of a lawful covenant, most civilized communities have 
required, that the parties shall appear before some 
minister of the gospel, some justice of the peace, or 
acme other public officer, and in his presence take 
each other " for better or for worse." This is a wise 
ordinance of man, to which, as to a human law, the 
members of a community are bound to submit. If 
they covenant before other witnesses, who are appoint- 
ed to take cognizance of such connexions, I do not 
aay that they sin against the divine institution of 
wedlock, but they violate the divine injunction, bind- 
ing on aU members of a community, to " submit to 
every lawful ordinance of roan, for the Lord's sake." 

The divine Iftw adinits of divorce, in only one case ; 
sad human law ought never to justify it in any other. 
H partners quarrel, and one departs, the other cannot 
be bound to live with the absentee; but neither, for any 
cruelty, can be so divorced as to have scriptural per. 
mssion to marry again. The language of our Lord, 
on this subject, is definite, and ought to give law to 
every Christian people. 

The ground of divorce, which Christ declares to 
beaufi«iei^ eitiiec fiir the buiband or the wife^b 
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unchastity. Consult Matthew v. 32. and xix. 9. The 
word, rendered in these passages fornication, signifies 
any actual violation of the nuptial couch. 

According to the civil law of the Jews, some public 
testimony of a divorce was requisite ; and most com- 
.munities since have required some legal process be- 
fore separation can he deemed justifiable. It ought 
not to be left to the discretion of the parties, who may 
be jealous, to decide, whether there is sufficrent cause 
for the dissolution of their contract, or not. They 
are incompetent judges iu their own case ; and any 
who design to be divorced, but will not seek to comply 
• with the wholesome regulations of civil government, 
discover a depraved disposition, which justly renders 
their title to a divorce suspected. 

It is evident that the young woman, whose history I 
have given^ had good, scriptural, and legal eause for 
.separation from her husband. Both before and after 
marriage to ber, he cohabited with others. Had she, 
therefore, been divorced, according to the forms of 
law in the State of New- York, she would have been 
at perfect liberty to have married her present partner. 

The cireumstauces of the case extenuate, but do' 
not perfectly justify, the parties. Her former hus- 
band had given her a certificate of his renouncing her, 
.and it would have taken all the property of the pre- 
sent couple, to have gone through the tedious forms of 
lingering Justice. 

Still they offended against a good civil institution ; 
. and I relate the story, that some plain people,* who 
may peruse my Journal, may not be hasty in forming 
, connexions which are not easily broken up, even when 
there is good reason for disuaion, Therefore,- take 
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heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously 
with the wife of his youth. For ihe Lord, the God of 
Israel, saith. That he hateth putting away : for one 
covereth violence with his garment, saith the Lord of 
hosts ; therefore, take heed to your spirit, that ye deal 
not treacherously/' Malachi ii. 15. 



February nth. 

Three ladies accompanied me this morning to 
the Almshouse, who presented George with some ap- 
parel for the Sabbath, from the Dorcas Society, lie 
was requested to sing. 

" I have a cold," he said, not because he had learned 
to make such excuses from the fashionable, " but I will 
try and the ladies were charmed with his perform- 
ance. 

We saw the blind boy, W — R — . He stood by a 
window, with the Bible in his hand, just like one who 
could see ; and was reading to himself some portion, 
which I presume had lately been read to him. 

*' Come, William, read a chapter to these ladies." 
After little hesitation he said, ' If you will turn to uie 
the eighth chapter of Matthew, I will.' I found the 
place for him, he took the book, and when one who 
could sec would have turned the leaf over, he turned 
it, and read the chapter as fluently as any boy of his 
age could have done. He can tell all his acquaintance 
by the sound of the voice, as easily as others can by 
tight; and so soon as he heard me enter the room, he 
apologized for not repeating a hymn to me on the 
Evening of the last Sabbath. It was an uncommoa 
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thing for him to fail, but I remember now that he wa» 
not thcin present.*' 

We visited, and prayed with many, and particularly 
with those whom T saw on the evenings of the 7th and 
; the 10th of the present month. 

** Are you now t<uivinced," I asked one, " that you 
have a bad IieartT It was the same old pander of 
whom I had previously written. 

' No, I am not. You wish to mock me. I am no 
worse than others ; and I'll not confess, for any main 
that T have a bad heart; for I always wish to relieve 
those that I see afflicted." 

* I do not say that you are vforse than others ; but 
these thre^ ladies have, by nature, very wicked hearts/ 

" How do you know ? Did they ever confess that Jo 

you.'* 

The visitors then confessed themselves sinners, and 
naturally wicked in. heart; but the old,, self righteous 
creature, insisted upon it, that ** no one was the bet- 
ter ft>r going to church, and no priests should ever 
make up a mess of stuff, to convince her that her heart 
was wicked, when she knew better." 

* Why,' said the Nurse of the room, ' they call me a 
Deist in this house: but 1 am not, for I was bred up 
to the Church of England ; and I'll confess that I sin 
more or less every day.' So much as this the poor 
blinded wretch would not acknowledge, and I am con- 
fident, that no sober, morale and exemplary person, 
who is without evangelical faith and repentance, was 
ever more confident of the native goodness of his heart. 

M — B — said she had some hope of becoming a hale 
woman yet ; ** and O! if I do, I am so grateful to you, 
that 1 would come and be your servant, all your days. ' 
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It was in vaiu to protest that I merited notbinj^, and 
desired nothing but her salvation. < 1 am a poor 
sinner, Mary, and deserve hell as well as y^ur^elt/ 
" It is/* she said, " a great blessing to you if you feel 
that; but I hope God will reward you." 

While I was conversing with another dying female*, 
the woman's countenance who was stretched on the 
next bed, became red as scarlet, and she burst into 
tears. Shecovcr<ed her face with her clothes, when [ 
turned to her, but she sobbed aloud. 

The girl who has made a profe^fsion of religion, is 
beautiful, and excited much emotion in the minds of 
my companions. She was exhorted to seek a better 
religion than th^t which she had supposed herself to 
possess. Her passions had been moved at a Metho- 
dist church ; and she was told that she was conver- 
ted, without having any scriptural knowledge of the 
way of salvation, or evidence that she had passed from 
death to life* When I argued from what her past pro- 
spects must have been, she appeared to feel a little; 
but no colour came over her interesting face, no tears 
bedewed her fine eyes. 

Poor, miserable creature, man ! 

This evening 1 went to the Almshouse to preack 
very reluctantly, and quite indisposed ; but I went to 
a room which has not been the place of public worship 
before. It was crowded ; and at the door I was re- 
quested particularly to pray for a young woman, who 
would iie on the right of my table. She has been 
afQictcdy for a long time, with nervous affections. 
Her appearence was prepossessing ; but, in the midst 
of the first singing, she swooned. Four or five old 
jaurses were much engaged to restore her, for they 
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sot great store hy the poor nice gal. Their anxiety ' 
for her, aud her diligent attention to hear^ made me 
breathe out the Gospel, as I think of it in the closely 
with all plainness aud simplicity. Before the sermon 
was concluded, she went into hysterical fits, which 
lasted for sometime; but so soon as the convulsions 
were over, she gave renewed attention. 

On the whole, I am thankful that I went ; but the 
air of the room was horrible, and 1 seem to feel the 
down of it fuzz in my throat while I write. How de- 
sirable will be the chapel in the new Almshouse, for 
my successor! But still, he must itinerate through the 
sick rooms. 

This fainting girl told me, that she could understand 
me most of the time ; and a poor lady by her side, 
whom I found to be her mother, with tears requested 
me to call on her again. 

Good night to their afflictions ! and oh ! that I 
could say, Good night to all my sorrows." 



February \9th. 

In the Almshouse I called on the young woman of 
nervous affections. She was sitting up in her bed, and 
had a fine camel's hair shawl, with a small figure, about 
her neck. From this circumstance, one may easily 
judge what had been her past course of conduct ; for 
if a person comes into the abodes of disease and death 
with such fragments of gentility about her neck, she 
may be set down in the calendar " of those who are 
not so good as they should be;'' or of those who (to 
use the serious e^Lpressioo of a black man, who was 
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Uniself ill that predicament) are afflicted with ' the 
gentleman* $ complaint.' Still, in spite of the shawl, and 
a muslin night cap,^ and a £ne cravat about her neck, 
1 pitied her. Her feice was already highly coloured 
with a fever, but when I began to speak of repentance 
for all past sin, it assumed a deeper hue. 

In the Hospital, six wards this afternoon received 
me, as a messenger of my Master. The man whom I 
saw on the 16th instant, who could not .think he must 
die, is gone to the eternal world. 

The man who calls himself an old dog, was asleep, 
and perhaps will soon be drowned with the droipsy, 
to awake no more, until in hell he shall lift up his eyes, 
being in torment. One with whom I then conviersed 
and prayed, has died before his eyes ; and I saw him 
dissected, to promote the healing art. 

I found a young man, H — H — , of fine form and 
countenance, sick with "the spotted fever/' who con- 
fessed, with deep emotion, that he was not prepared 
to die. He must be some young man of more than 
common parts, for every article of his dress, and every' 
word of bis language, indicates him to be of a respect* 
able family and education. 

With a good woman, who knows that she must sooa 
die, but who is unwilling to die in the Hospital,! 
laboured, and prayed, that she might learn to depart 
from any place which God shall deem expedient; and,' 
until the time of her release, remain contented. It is 
easy to teach the duty of contentment to the affluent^ 
hut lo the poor — ''who wants to die in the Hos- 
yitair' 

Still, still, good woman^ it is as near Hearen n 
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ymdet palace ; and pray ni^here could you, wjio are 
without a borne, die so well?" 

« I expect that I shall be saved/ said a sick black 
womaUf ^ if I pat all my trust in Jesus Christ, and 
aerve him in spirit and in truth.' 

A very aged Dutch woman said to m^, " I no right 
to complain met his dealings met me, for I a great sin- 
ger ; but I hope he give me grace to wait me t patience, 
f M he please to come te me/ 

« Could you hear the Gospel when I preached here 
lastr 

O yes, to my great joy ; fbr what else can a sinner 
do 1 I nothing else to satisfy me met hope.** 

February 20/A. 

Proud minds and guilty, vhom their crimes oppress^. 
Fly to new cHmes for comfoft and redress.'* 

Crabbs. 

To-I>AT an exeellent seaman, who held soma 
office on board the frigate ^' United States," and wh9 
was much esteemed for his bravery by the galianl 
Commodore Decatur^ was brought into the Hospital 
with his throat cut to the very bone of his necfc^ 
The young n>an had been drinking to excess, and be^ 
came craiy. When the fumes of the liquor subsided^ 
m dejectioii of spirits, which is very common, ensued, 
and i|i this situation, while at a house of iHrfame, he 
applied the instrument of death to his own throat; 
A messmate found him sitting up in his bed, and the 
Idood becoming cold on the floor ; but, by stretching 
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his aeck back, when be performed the horrid deed^ 
the jugular veins were preserved entire, so that his li^ 
ip^as. preserved until this evening. He could astiga bo 
reason for this transaction ; and the only reason pff<h 
hMy was, that intemperance aod lust produced the 
madness of melancholy. 

February 21H4 

After discoursing to a full room in the Hospital 
this morning, I went to pray with my Catholic friend, 
and the young man sick of the spotted f(^ver. Tht 
Ibrmer can utter very appropriate sentiments, with n 
smile of hope on his dying fkce ; arfd the latter wishes 
to live, that he may he prepared for death. It is iny 
earnest prayer that he may, to know Jesus Christ in 
spirit and in power. 

In the evening Mr. B r and Mr. F-^— !*, with 

several ladies, attended pubh'c worship in the Alms^ 
house. After the usual services, these gentlemen 
offered prayers in different roomd, whit«h we visited, 
and the ladies distributed some fruits, and other re- 
freshments, to some of the most afflicted females. 

Poor W — F — seemed a little deranged, through 
extreme debility, and was very urgent, like a man 
haif^tarved, in begging that some little nicetlet 
might be sent to him. He said that he had once been 
accnstoraed to comforts, and he now rejected from 
bis stomach almost every thing. He wonld not have 
been in want, I think, had not his wife, who is acoarse^ 
unfeeling woman,' appropriated some of the presents tt 
my female friends to her own use. The blind man 
gave abundant evidence, that in sotte sicknetaes, that 
ft 
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delicate organ, the stomach, may reject brown bread 
and molasses, while the hunger of the sufferer may 
engross all his thoughts, and almost incapacitate liim> 
ibr serioBS reflection. 

The aged Dutch woman talked much "met her 
visitors," to their great satisfaction ; and the nervouy 
girl appeared sad and humble. 

With some young persons who were not too far 
gone to Mushy I held a serious discourse, when a 
courtesan, of about thirty years, a Scotch- Irish 
woman, who is a little deranged in mind, stretched 
forth her hand to me, which I declined taking, lest she 
should hold me too fast. But, reader, mark what force 
education has even on a polluted mind partially insane. 

* I believe. Sir/ she said, * that we are of the same 
sentiment.' This she uttered, when I was attempting 
to convinced a woman that she is a sinner, who would 
pot acknowledge it. 

* Come a little nearer to me/ sh^eontinued, ' I da 
not like to talk loud/ 

In something of an animated tone« I aske^ Are; 
you not a sinner 

I^sh! hush ! bow can ! deny that? AVhy do yoo 
ask me such a question? I was bred up in Ireland by 

the Rev. Mr. . Perhaps you might know him. 

He was of the same sentiment with Dr. M'Leod of 
this city ; apd I think you are soond too, mon ; aqd 
therefore I wish to have you talk to me. Fve heard 
you preach twa sermons since I have been in this^ 
house." 

She then stated very accurately the subjects on 
wbioh she had heard me discourse, and the texts of 
oripturc ou which my sempns were founded. 
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'When I came in here, becavie I bad been a littlt 
without reason once, and my friends could not paj 
for ray board in the Hospital^ I thought 1 might not 
hear any preaching, because I could not know that it 
would be soond ; but I want to hear you again.' 

" You ought to believe the truth, when you hear it, 
whoeter may be the preacher ; but your orthodoxy 
will not save you. Do you believe and feel what 
yon heard 1 Did it convince yeu of sin V 

* Why, as I was saying, I thought 1 might not 
hear you ; but you are soand in the faith, and I want 
to hear you again/ 

Here Mr. F r asked her a practical questioi^ 

and, as he is a Scotchman, I thought he might he the 
liest soldier to attack a woman entrenched behind 
the rampart of Orthodoxy, which induced me to turn 
to others. She did not know, however^ that he waa 
$oond toOs although connected with the Re forme Ji 
Dutch Church, instead of the Reformed Pre** 
btterian, and for this reason, probably, declined aU 
further conversation. 

A little bigotry and orthodoxy having been deeply 
impressed in youth, are thus retained, even in a atate 
of immorality and derangement. Why should she 
have been afraid to hear one, who was not of the 
church in which she was educated! Why should 
she have felt as if she was doing evil, while she was 
listening to me^ until, from my doctrine, she thought 
that I was of the geanine Sectch Church 1 I love 
many of the Scotch for their intellect, and evangeli- 
cal purity of doctrine sod discipline ; but if bigoti^ 
naat exiat, I atti wilting thskt it th^uld be in the minda 
cf the insane tsdier than in the brtthffcn whom. I 
f3 
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fondly cherish, as the' active and iDtelligieiit disciples 
of Jesus. 

A little girl repeated a hymn. W— R— did the 
same, and read to ns the greater part of a long chap* 
tcr in Matthew's gospel. 

For my consolation, I can remember, that the Lord 
ms visibly present with us this evening, and that 
some of his people were refreshed. Mrs. M**** 
also informs me, that a lady, who came with her a few 
evenings since, to hear me preach to the poor, was 
brought into a state of very deep conviction and self^ 
abhorrence^ 'by that sermon which was principally 
directed to persons widely different from herself in 
education and temporal circumstances. The gospel 
18, indeed, but one ; yet the manner of exhibiting it 
is various : and if I have any talent, it consists in the 
power of making the principal doctrines of gra€e in- 
telligible to the understanding^of the meanest person. 
Yet God can sanctify that manner of promulgating 
the Gospel, which seems best calculated to edify the 
poor, to the minds of the rich and the refined. The 
plain truth, and not any refinement of style (although 
I abhor bad taste and bad grammar in any sermon) 
is tbe power of God unto salvation. 



. Fehruarif 22d. 

In all my past visitations to the Hospital, I have 
fliet with no scenes which have exceeded in solemmtj 
those of this morning. My Romish friend, H — O'N — , 
was sitting up on his bed, with a cheerful counte- 
'MACCi and said, ' Although I don't expect to live longg 
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yet I thank God that he spares me, and I feel quite 
happy.* He was eating a piece of dried beef, with 
a cracker; and added, ' I am thankful, that for a little 
while I am so much better than I was, and that I 
have a relish for this food.' 

It is really a pleasure to visit such a dying man ; 
particularly because all his bigotry is gone, no more, 
I trust, to return. 

Of the young man's life, who is sick in the same 
room with the spotted fever, there is some hope ; 
but in two other wards, I visited four who were very 
low indeed, with the same complaint. One of them, 
a sailor, when I entered his room, was sitting up, with 
one foot off his bed. The cold dews- of death were 
trickling down from his face and hair ; but I did not 
think his dissolution to be immediately at hand. A 
conversation, therefore, ensued with the person who 
calls himself a good old dog of a man, and who was 
vow seated by the stove. 

You seem a little better. Sir, than when I saw 
you last; but the physicians tell me that you have 
the dropsy. Your old age, if you had no disease, 
should forbid you to expect the long continuance of 
life." 

* Yes, Sir, I am old, but I hope to live many years 
yet. Still I know that the period of life must come, 
and that we must all pay the debt to Nature.^ 

Do you think yourself prepared for death V 

* That* s not a fair question.' 

Far be it from me to treat you with incivility ; 
bat I think it a very fair and important question. T 
would not, however, urge conversation." 
' Nor would I be uncivil in declining it. There is 
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a time and manner which is not disagreeable; and 
frequently I have spent hours in conversation with 
ministers, when it amused me ; and there are times 
when it would be a perfect hell to spend an hour in 
such company.' 

" How important, then, is it for your own happi- 
ness, that you should be prepared to spend an eter- 
nity in holy society ! If the society of the good tor- 
ments you now, and you die in this state, what must 
be your condition through eternity ]" 

* God will take care of that matter. All I have to 
do in this world is to act according to the dictates of 
Nature. It will be of no use for me to trouble myself 
bout my destiny, which is in his hands.' 

" Does not your reason tell you, that if there is a 
God, yon ought to seek his favour 1 Are you not 
convinced, that if God governs, you are still free and 
accountable ? If you are a sinner, does not Reason 
teach you that you ought to repent." 

' I will tell you what I think,' said he, and pulled 
off his woollen cap to scratch his grey head ; ' I will 
tell you my opinion. A young rake in Philadelphia 
ef my acquaintance, by the name of Bell, was met 
by a very pious Quaker. Bell had been religiously 
educated, and was a fellow of fine parts, but lived a 
very licentious life. The Quaker reproved him with 
a good deal of asperity, when he should have re- 
membered that the vilest dog has some delicacy of 
feeling, and will not be benefitted by rough severity* 
He reproached him ftr his immoral life, and was very 
urgent to proselyte him. Bell was rude in return ; 
and asked him, ' Pray friend, what makes you a good 
maB, while I am ^ bad mnn, when my uderfitandiDg 
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and education in religious things have been equal to 
yours r The Quaker answered, 'The grace of God.' 
* Well, then,' replied Bell ' it is no thanks to you, nrr 
to the devil, that you are notas wicked as I am; for one 
who is constrained by the grace of God, cannot help 
being holy/ ** Now I am of Bell's opinion ; for I have 
attempted to pray, w hen I was upon my bed many a 
time, and never CQuld make my heart any better. All 
my prayers are like pouring water upon a dro\\ned 
rat, as the saying is. 

'*Haveyouno distress on account of your situa- 
tion? Are you willing to live and die, in such ob* 
duracy Y' 

* When a man died here again, this morning, I 
wanted to feel, but my heart was as bard as a rock.' 

Remember, that you must soon enter upon a state 
of perfect happiness or misery," 

' Immediately after I die, do you think t I cannot 
believe it ; for God made* man after his own image, 
his noblest work, and God will not suffer him to be 
eternally marred. It is contrary to reason to think, 
that God should lose his labour, in creating us for his 
glory.' 

" He may be glorified in our condemnation. But, 
tell me, what reason have you to think that all will be 
saved ? Do you believe the Bible 1" 

* I believe some part of it, because it is agreeable 
to me, and we are apt to believe what we wish ; but I 
do not believe one word about the unquenchable tire, 
the never-dying worm, and the eternity of hell tor- 
ments.'* 

Have you not the same- reason for believing one 
part of the Bible as the otKer ; and does not commoo. 
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«ense teach you, that since the evidence is the same 
for the whole, as for any part, you ought to reject the 
whole, or none ]" 

Here I perceived, that if ever I had the opportunity 
of speaking to the youth, who first attracted my atten^ 
tion on entering the room, it must be immediately. 
He had just reclined for the last time. The last rays 
of life were retreating. It was twilight; but a few 
moments before the darkness of death. 

" You are very sick, young man." 

He gasped. Yes. 

* You are even dying, and do you know that you are 
a sinner 1" 
Yes. 

''Know, also, that there is a Saviour for sinners, 
who died for them. To. him you should pray, for be 
IS able and willing to save a dying rebel." 

Crivfi me your hand. 

I complied ; his red cap and handkerchief fell from 
it^ to be resumed 80 more. 

Pull it a Utiles be said, and wast assisted in 
turning himself. He made a motion for some driuk« 
and after a few words of instruction were added, the 
question was asked, Shall I pray with you, in your 
last moments ]" He could not answer. I prayed^ bow- 
ever, and in a few moments after I had concluded, the 
nurse closed his eyes. 

This sailor was yesterday absolved by his priest, 
from all his sins; but last night spent much of his 
time in cursing the winds, which disturbed him, and 
kept his nurse awake by horrid oaths. Not half aa 
hour before he expired, be used his brief and dying 
respiration to imprecate curses. He had an Americaii 
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protection/ and was received at the Hospital as a na^^ 
tire of New- Jersey. He pretended to describe bis 
birth place, and bis frieiids ; but a letter was found at 
liis disease, wbich proved bini to have been discharg- 
ed from an English frigate on account of his deciining 
health. 

How melancholy is the thought, that thousands 
perish without instruction, and think that the burning 
of a few candies around their couch, a little eil applied 
to their bodies, and a wafer bound to the feet, can 
save an impenitent swearer from hell ! This I acknow- 
ledge, however, that I have found some much attach- 
ed to the sign of the cross, who could be more easily 
taught, wh^n they consented to listen, the true doc- 
trine of Propitiation, than those who have confided 
in their own good works, never performed, for justifi- 
cation. The former have been in the habit of think- 
ing, that Christ holds some conspicuous place in reli- 
gion, and is the sole foundation of it ; while the latter 
have hardly imagined that Christ is essential to the 
Gospel of pardon. The Papist is nearer Heaven than 
any Socinian. 

A wake, I understand, is to be kept this evening, 
cfrer the dead body. Some of my readers may not 
understand the nature of this ceremony. I will ex- 
plain it. When the body, might remain in the " dead 
house" of the Hospital, or might be buried to-day as 
Well as to*morrow, it is taken to the house of some 
friend, and kept during the night in a large company 
of drinking friends, who, between the examination of 
the corpse, and the accumulation of glasses, usually 
become very merry. They pray also, or pretend to 
pray, for the deliverance of the soul of the deceased 
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from purgatory ; and if they find that the body has 
undergone surgical examination after death, they are 
outrageous against that Institution which cures multi- 
tudes of their countrymen, because they imagine that 
every drop of blood, or piece of flesh, lost after the 
extinction of the aniiiial life, will detain the soul I 
definite time longer in the Papal limbo. Such 
doctrines, I should hope, were not indigenous plants 
of this land of religious liberty, but imported froa 
the dark regions of the old world. Let us not deride, 
but pity the deluded, and pray that the Sun of 
Righteousness may chase away that fog and smoke, 
which ascended from Trophet. some ages since, and 
covered the nations with thick darkness. O may the 
glory of God shine from the face of Jesus Christ, into 
every benighted sinner, to illuminate his understand- 
ing, and to warm his heart ! 

Another dying man, who thankfully listened to the 
counsels of peace, was a spectator of the whole. 
The old dog" of a Universalist, as he calls himselfy 
stood also by the bed, and seemed as unmoved as 
thriee- hardened steel. 

Another man, in another room, siek with the same 
spotted fever," wept abundantly ; and said '*! hope 
God will yet stretch out his arm to help me. It is 
strong." 

He confessed that be had been a great sinner ; had 
offended against a strict Presbyterian education ; and 
was afraid that he should too easily think well of his 
situation. When I had prayed, he raised his head 
from the bed with great effort, to bow to me, and fell 
back, overwhelmed, apparently with contrition. 

An old capUun in the iaU American revolatioiy 



AS QLD CAPTAIN. 7J 

attracted my attentton, and said, ^ I cad still read the 
Bible, and that is all my coasolatioa but, alas! the 
ftrer of rum and bnmdy still boils' in his veins. In 
this same room, not long since, died a person of gjta- 
tteel maailers, as Weil air figure, who was once atiiient, 
and who always went by the <hle of Count I wa# 
Monished td find one tiiei^' hi a fine linen shirt, t&e 
Mick of his former estate ; and I learned that, until, 
very Hitely, he had frequented the £tnt companies of 
pty people, both itf Europe alnd America. Without 
any afflsctation of manner, he said to me, "To be pre- 
pared for death. Sir, is the smnmum iofiiiifi.*^ 

In the same ward I have also frequently visited one, 
who vfas at first a Congregational ibinister, then a 
Presbyterian pastor, and finally a physician. He was 
reduced in circumstances, and tbe apoplexy cut off his 
speech. Still he could walk about. One day finding 
him very uneasy, I preached Christ to him, as I do 
to the most ignorant. It quieted him. He sat down» 
pressed my band, and cried like a child. Often after 
this, in the Hospital, where other ministers of the 
Gospel may yet be found,* i administered to him is 



* Od September 9tb, 1815» the Rev. RoBXftT LeniAVy 
wliodiAdM the astb year of bit afe, was buried fironi thi 
A li M h e a »e, ia tbe city of Pbiladelpbia. He was formerly a 
Prflili|eUiiao lainittor^ of tlM- Eitablbhed Chareh la ScoUmi#, 
mad itatedly preached la Glasgow, with almost uaiTersal ap» 
plaase. He was a candidate for the place occapiedby Balk 
fbar. Bat, alas! this popular preacher, having lived abanf 
thirty years miaOticed and onknowa, exeept to a few Fg^m 
masons, expired in tbe hoase of public charity* Yet he waa 
not, so fkr as we can leara, a heretic, nor immosal* Woeaa 
only say, it was the will of God, that the ezslUtion and the 
VOL. !!• G 
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things pertaining to God and his soul. Counts and 
clergymen, lawyers, physicians, sailors, and harlots, 
meet here, as the fable states them to have done in the 
ferry-house at the river Styx. 

llie body of the sailor who cut his throat, was 
yesterday called for by his companions, who damn- 
ed him for dying like a fool, and not liviqg to. die like 
a man in some engagement." The. matron reproved 
-diem for their profane talk ; and one: of them cried. 

Be still boys, you must not swear here, for I believe 
they are all Methodists This was a very honourable 
testimony jto this denomination of Christians, Perhaps 
the sailors had not been accustomed to hear familiar 
rejproofs from the pious, who too often thisk they 
yro.uld be in vain. 

One who. was the spectator of death yesterday, 
with whom I then conversed, and whom I designed to 
have seen to-day, was carried out in his coffin, while 
I was present in the Hospital, so that three patients 
have died in one ward, within twenty-four hours. In 
the same ward I paid some attention this afternooa to 
m German, who will probably follow his companion 
soon. He said that he was a high sinner," and add- 
ed, from ignorance, that he had always trnsted in the 



linmillatioa 'which he exptrience^, should remind thote wlw 
live in tfaeapplanse und friendship ef their people, that thej 
too, should they not hear the same people cry, " Crucify them !" 
may be poor, forsakeD, and forgotten, in the day of deaUl. 
%y every bdagbat the covcnant^keepiDg JsiiovAn. 
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Lord Jesus Christ. He iutendtd, that lie had always 
been taught the name of Jesus, and the nature of his 
mission. The German Bible was open oh his pillow, 
and seemed to be the object of much affection. ** Me 
hope/' he said, the Lord Jesus pray for me, and par- 
don me." 

* I hope he will/ I said, ' and prepare you for 
death/ 

" Hob ! me ready to met death, for He stretch 
out his stroug arm to me. You know, de man run 
away from he*s fader. He say, when he come to his 
self, what a fool ! He's fader have many servants, and 
no want him ; but be say, make me one of de lowest 
ofdem." 

' Yes, the vilest prodigal may return, and God is 
willing to receive him. You must go to your heavenly 
Father in the character of a miserable prodigal, aud 
ask of him acceptance, that he may be glorified in 
pardoning great iniquity.' 

The old captain, of whom I wrote yesterday, has a 
soldier's face ; but he comforts himself with the as- 
surance which he made to me, that he had ulway$ 
peen « strict observer of religious ordinances. It was 
my labour to attempt to show him the proper use of 
ordinances. They are means of good, but no svitable 
object of a sinner's confidence; — no reason for his 
jutttification. 

The Presbyterian youth, who desired help from the 
strong arm of the Lord, is yet alive, and as tender as 
he was yesterday. His pocket Bible was open before 
his weeping eyes. After some religious discourse, I 
asked if he felt anxious about his friends. This 
o2 
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touched a tender .spot. He did, he said, " But tliey 
arc better prepared for death than I am." 

' Perhaps, then, your present religious anxiety is 
sent by God in answer to the prayers of pious parents 
and friends.' 

This was too much for him, and 1 desisted for a 
tiqne; but afterwarcb called Jbis attention to the history 
of the prodigal's return. The young man has probably 
;U)flCooded frpm his friends, has been captured, and 
/then shipwrecked. Last of all, Ihis malignant spot* 
led fever has seized him, but — — 

"Airs fox the bestr' 

Yesterday and to^dayi I hare watched for an oppor 
tunity to speak to a young man, who must die 64>oa 
;piftb the cqm«iiQption ; but he coi^nued in too deep 
^ sleep to are^ard my voice. I fear he wiii sleep the 
aleep of death before he tliiuks 4>f danger. 

In Yf^vA of deoenifemgias i pni)«u « Sud cm, 
who was discontented wheni saw .her last, aatd, thai 
fbe.^o.uld now «uhmk hearsdf entirely to tktt Lord's 
tot life and £or ideiSilL 

lUadeff are you .not fatigued with foing over the 
«ame .ground jrepeatedi^ i if yon avt not, I am weary 
n^ith leading yon, iot thus 1 twice visit the dying and 
idead. But if you may learn to die, 1 wHl 
l^ceed. 

Know then that this evening I preached in the 
Ahnshouse, in a ward which has not been previously 
irisiiodiiy the public ministration of the word. It con^ 
tained, in connexion with the adjoining ward, which 
was open, that the sick might hear, no less than 
thirty bedrTid women of ill faniec so that I may const* 
der myself as having crested the standard of the Gos- 
pel .behind the scenes, in the theatre of that wretched 



BLIND DON ALLY. 



77 



goddess — Venus. I Lave seen ber patch-work 
faces, and all the art which ^he uses, to gild th« 
foulest debauchery with the tinsel of sentiment. The 
room was full, almost to suffocation^ but after I became 
alive to my subject, nothing impeded me but the faint 
cries of a sick babe, at a young female's breast^ and 
the dying groans of an expiring prostitute. 

A woman, by the name of Donally, in another ward, 
was visited. She has been in thQ Almshouse, perfect- 
ly blind, about five years. For four or five months 
she has been sick, and although ' confined to the bed^ 
yet patient. I have visited her often, without hearing 
a complaint. All she desires is the favour of God ; 
and to-night she prayed, repeatedly saying, ** Lord, 
have mercy on my soul ! hear me, accept me, sanctiff 
me, give me patience, and save me, for Christ's sake.'' 
It is better to be in this woman's condition, than to 
sway the sceptre of the ungodly over the prostrate 
world. Let me die her death, and let my last end bt 
like her's, if it should even be in the Almshouse! 

"But is there auy hope of the wretched -V 

Some of them are very young; many of them, 
before they entered their present abode, never had a 
kind invitation to return ; and several, who neter will 
be sound in body, appear to be renovated in souL 
But if they all perish, let them not sink into perdition 
without hearing the sound of the Gospel. I can only 
say, that most of them were attentive to-night ; many 
^ere very solemn, and so^e wept Most of them 
have been miserably seduced and forsaken. 

6 3 
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''Frederick, i^rstcool, became ere long severe, 
Theii curs'd his pride, and then her flowing tear ; 
Then with a look wontd sometimes pass her door. 
Then rarely came, and, 4hiatlyy-^ao more." 

W11.&1AM ABW Ellin. 



TqiS afticnioon I have visited two families of poor 
p^ple, and three wards in the Hospital. ' The sleep- 
log yontbt whom I sought opportunity to address, will 
ppe9 lii9 eyes no more until the resurrection.- Two 
jfOjipf m^Qy who were very si^k, are recoverine. On^ 
reading the Bible, and the other, H — H — , ha$ 
in^e a strong resolution never to turn again to his 
^ins.*' The writer exhorted him to repose confidence 
19 the Lord Jesus, and not in his own purposes ; but he 
«9^id, I feet Qonfid^nt that I shall never live such a 
wicked nf<^ in future, as I have done.'' It U tetter to 

PRAY than (Q PfLQMiS^. 

The Qerman said to me, It make no tifference to 
9ie, if he make me life or he miike me lie. Me looks 
^ de plessed Lord Jes^is Christ, He suffer more as 
^11 de worlds He's sweat trop blood ^o de ground." 

' Yes, his sweat was a9 it were great drops of blood: 
^d none of bis sufferings were Tor himself.' 

*' Tat ish wJiat I wovld say. He no suffer for he's 
ciWliUfe. My plessed Lord, not afraid for he's self : 
he suffer for de ainner. Does'n't you preach m ilik 
church in 1" ' 

* No, I preach in the Gtermaa Calvinist Church, 
and in the Almshouse/ 
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" Well, it's no tiffercnce, for there is one Lord Jesus 
Christ, and [ hope to come up to see him soon." 

In this frame of mind it is probable that he will 
soon die. Perhaps, I may see him in the morning. 

Another man is taken with the same spotted fever, 
who makes the eighth patient that has been attacked 
in the same ward, within a few days. 

The following lines were presented to me in one 
of the abodes of the poor« They were written hy m 
young womaOy whose opportunities for acquiring 
knowledge have been few. Neither the imperfection 
of the measnre, nor the want of rhyme in a few cases, 
nor the use of the little t in writing, could render the 
performance unacceptable. I publish them in honour 
of the writer. 

Lines occasioned by reading Ely's Journal,*' 

Who can forbear to drop a tear 
On scenes of woe recorded here ? — 
11ie Maniac's fancies straugely wiJd ; 
The OrpkM*M cry. Misfortune's child ; 
The Widow's tears ; the wreteh*s woe, 
Bereft of everv joy below, 
Save that which springs from death's release. 
The. soul then wash'd and saved by grace, 
Ascends to dweN before the throne, 

nd sbQnts, ' Oh, what hath Jesus done V 

Here sinnens, brought by sovereign grace, 
The gforians Gospel to embrace, 
Hesign witb oosidenee their mortal breath. 
And via* anpanor to tlie feara of death. 



* The Fint Jonriial, for 1811 ; of Visits of Mercy, voi.. r. 
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Here InfiUoIity's deluded prej. 
Drawn from Religion's arms away. 
Usurps a power exclusi?e)y God's own, 
And rashly ventures on a world unknown : 

Betrayed youth laments her follies past, 
Her fame and prospects levdl'd with the dust ; 
With penitential tears her guilt she mourns, 
Or to the arms of Infamy returns. 

Proud human nature ! art thou sunk so low ? 
Where is tby boasted pride, thy gk)iy now ? 
Good Heavens, avert that fate from these I loTe> 
A nd guard them by thy influence from abo^re. 

Go on, blest Herald of the Cross! proclaim 
Todyinglsinners the swectSaviour's name: 
A crown of life, the heavenly prize. 
Ere Jong shall greet your ardent eyes. 
While angels bid yon welcome home, 
To the great supper of the Lamb.'* 

May God animate me to the performanee of duty, 
by the kind approbation of those who are none of the 
mighty of this world ! 



February 21th» 

The German, whom the physicians thought would 
die last night, smiled to see me early this morning, 
and appears happy in the faith of God his Saviour. 
Last night he expected to die, but expressed to all 
around him, great affection for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and ardent gratitude to God. He praised his Re- 
deemer in audible words^ and attempted to do it in a 
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midnight song. The nurse found a remarkable con- 
trast between this believer, and the sailor who spent 
his last night in cursing the winds, which whistled 
around the chamber of death. None of these things, 
however, seem to move the obdurate Universalist. 
He treats me with respect, but be appears to feel like 
a devil, in coming out of the gate, I met the Presby- 
terian clergyman, a patient, going in. He saunters 
about, half bereft of reason, and is incapable of speak- 
ing in any tone much louder than that of a whisper. 
A little conversation ensued, and he was unwilling to 
part with roe ; but his ghostly eyes, h\s decent gar- 
ments, still of clerical fashion, his long and hoarj 
beard, bis wasted fiice, and trembling form, made hit 
l^rescnce sickening to my soul. Often I think, but 

more serio«sly when I see this Dr. B , that I to 

ipay be a palsied oM man, and die in some Hospital. 

WA:f!dO| let j£su» stiii !>€ ssy justGodai^d 
Saviour ! 

Febnuny ^h. 

We were aU erroneous in our opinion yesterday, 
that the German would live. This morning he was 
alive, but it seem« certain that he cannot continue. 
After sermon 1 took three young gentlemen, who 
were present, to see m believer triumph over the 
king of terrors. I asked him, What is your hope 
now r 

He answered, with firmness. The Lard JesuM 
Christ. 

" Are you still willing to depart T 
He bowed his head. 
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Would you not prefer to live 1" 
He shook his head, and gasping, said, * 1 wUh I 
was gone,' 

We prayed with him for the lust time, and bade 
him adieu for ever. He, said, "^For twelve hour — 

I but conld not proceed for want of breath. He 

took his band out of bed, however, lifted it up, as 
one in supplication, and bowed his head. A young 
man, 1 believe his son, we left with him, reading the 
German Bible to hifr expiring father. 

This evening four rooms in t^he . Almshouse wert 
visited, besides the one in which I pleached ; and ia 
two of them prayers were offered by my Christian 
friends, Mr. Bleeker and Mr. John Steel. The 
}atter gentleman heard the blind W — R — read a 
part ef a chapter, and attended to several children^ 
who repeated hymns, and wece well compensated by 
bis liberality. . 

I went to the bed of W — F — ; but he was gone; 
and blessed be the Lord who took him away ! Now 
his eyes, which were sealed in natural blindness for 
twenty-seven years, through' the excess of lust, will 
no more prevent the light from shining into his soul. 
There is good reason to believe, that he went from 
the cellar of the Almshouse to glory. 

An aged woman, Mrs. G — H— , requested to be 
remembered in our public prayers^, and was visited 
with personal instruction. 

" You are sick and aged," I said. 

* Yes, and that a'n't the worst of it ; I'm good for 
nothing/ This she said, snarling at herself. 

" All which you say is very true." 

' I have a hard heart : I am a poor, wretched sinner^ 
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ill great distress; Fin so wicked that I'm afraid 
Christ will not receive «ie/ 

" If you arc wicked, you need a Saviour ; and if 
your heart is hard^ he can soften it.'' 

' Ay, but how shall I get it softened 1 Ive pray'd 
a great while that Christ would make me feel. — O I 
wish he would i' 

Christ is more wiHing to make you holy, than 
you are to be made holy. You need not say that 
ther<e is any reluctance on his part.** 

' Dear gentleman, you must know more about the 
blessed Saviour than I do ; but 1 wish that he would 
have mercy on me, and give me a new heart. 1 want 
to trust in him, and love him.' 

Here I remembered in what manner my friend. 
Dr. M'Leod, addressed a pious woman on a similar 
4>ccasiQD, and therefore I demanded, 

Pcay tell me, what have yon got against the Lord 
Jesus Christ r 

She lifted up both hands and eyes in great astonish- 
ment, and with the strongest expression of horror, 
said, . 

' Got against bimi got against him ! Why, nothing I 
He came into the world to save poor sinners, and I 
have nobody but bim to look to !' 

** Oh ! thea it seems that you have much to say in 
bis favour. Do you believe that he will lie Y' 

* No, no, never !' 
Believe, then, that he is able and willing to save 
you ; aud, hard as your heart is, give yourself into 
his hands." 

Great indeed is her humility and fervour; but 
fihe has been looking to her polluted heart for con- 
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isolation, and thought Jesus woUld refcct heribr the 
very reasou that she is so vile as to need has pardoowg 
love. 

Poor blind Donaliy a pattern of patience and 
faith. She wants nothing but the pardooiag and 
sanctifying love of h^r dear Redeemer. 

Last of all, we -visited a cellar full of the vilest of 
black people ; but one of them appeaped tothnik Itod 
feel, and I should have euterttoined^ some hop^ of lief 
experimental knowledge, had ahenot iatrodiMd sme^ 
thing about *' the strange vii»oi» which tbe saw long 
ago.*' Visions should not come in place of fbe word 
of God ; fancies should not be mi8tak«& for a Mioaal, 
as well as spiritual, faith in Jesus. 

I am sorry to state that, in maay intttaaces, I have 
met with poor people, who knew none of file peeulmt 
doctrines of Christianity ; bat verily belfcpved' tUcfm* 
selves pious, because they . had seen in 9ome church 
remarkable sights. Some have attempted to persmade 
me, that they have verily aeen ii glorious personage, 
whom they took to be tho Lord Jesus. OVantto)^ 
however, that all these wonderful forms have passed 
before the mental vision of aswooaing person, WHat 
then? 

''He that believeth not, skill lM damned.** 
Actually to see Cliriat ia the fleshy would aot renew 
and sanctify the heart A vismi of myriadflr of angdf 
would not produce saving faith. Prophetic dreama 
would not constSlute a coveuaot utfidn between the 
sinner and the Lord of Life* ''.Be tiot deceived 
" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a aian Vt' 
born again^ he cannot see tke kingdom of God." 
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March Ui. 

Not long since, tfter Mr. John Stanford had 
preacbed in the State's Prison, a law^rer, a prisoner^ 
requested, and obtained leave, to ask publicly a doc* 
trinal question. 

Beside Mr. Stanford stood several persons, wb« 
were lately professional gei^tleman^ and one who had 
been professor of the learned languages in a Univer- 
sity. All were prisoners. 

Pray," said the lawyer, Ned Craig, *• howca« 
you reconcile the general invitations of the Gospel 
with the doctrine of a particnlar election V 

Before the whole audience, Mr. Stanford turned to 
the learned part of his hearers, and said» These gen- 
tlemen know, that it is not customary to teach chil- 
dren abstruse doctrines in any science, until they have 
first learned their grammar. I am no polemic, and 
preach to you the plain Gospel ; but you must leam 
the A, B, C, of divinity before I attempt to explain 
the subject of your inquiry. 

The prisoners generally resented Ned's imperti- 
nence, for they considered him as intending to em- 
barrass their favourite teacher. 

By the politeness of Mr. Stanford, I am permitted 
to present the reader with a copy o^ the Latin address^ 
of which the author's translation was published in my 
former Journal.* That a prisoner, without books, 
should thus elegantly write, will certainly surprise 
most of our English Latinists. ^ 



• Sec ptge «14. 
VOL. II. * 



" ANNI NOVI DONUM ; 

Revertndissimo Jo'AA'Hm Stanford, Artium Ma- 
* gistro, Tk^ohgid Doetori, k^nUnumque amico, 
• Cum d^gMentfoy 

Deditatut/i'eit. 

*' Si liceat, ^ me ini^eruin» .in carcete . clausiinij^ et 
ignjpmibia * cirpumtectunii te salutary; mcmor, anni 
pneter^i;^ multoruinq[ue , tuoru^ lal^orum ilfutnin; 
aadas nostrum mentes impentas^ ti^i 1>eDeficja diVina 
rogp. T)ii conatup, in^^.coDsolanjIlls. ii\o$reftit^^^ 
bend[i8f[ue.ai]|imis ad' pecqa^tium l^eryatbremj gratias 
po^cuot Nonjnii^i verba sunt, quibiis u^entrs met 
CQg^UJta^^i\imUare», 'Sfjja blan^^idas^i^ Vehim IpqDpr. 
Est^'tiVi ^^Uj^yi^as in^ modo lo^l&{^» 
8(^ui; et^ benignitaiein diceimi |«nptciie i'ndicat.' 
puof coij^iy^^aoio^^^^^^ ^Vangelii 
alimeiito nutris, 

" IJt cerd^dui^ igne, calcii^cta , sit, ita tuis l^ermon^ 
ibuf f^9J^^ ^4 -acpipjeiida, v^ritatis^ divinai 

vestigia parata siint ; atque^ dum mens in dubio er- 
L n^ter^am momiras. ^ ^ 
e^ftgtnif^quibus sKjpis^me poii- 
ti sutnuSi prosper] tittem tdjim, boc anno novo augm» 



" Pro tots ofliciit neu"^' 



Januarii primo die, annoque Domini 1812. 
" N9ia bm. Id Uaea altiaay pro Dti, o«i lege." 
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1 said to my soiti, Thy et^ii4tt|: ihall h* calm, "aid thy 
' depir tvr^ like a fading Ught;" 

At six o clock this momiiig, while seat^ ?h tichsnr, 
in the perfect possession of his rea^Ofa, anU fuUbfthe 
hope ofiininoftality, (Jeparted-Jthe Gehnan, of t^Tiom 
I wrote yesterday, to enter into the iuimediate'|[Hr^- 
sehec 6f his Lord. » . 

TH.aEB wrards of th^ Hoipital were yisited Ibis 
afternoon ; biit I have notfimg worthy .of record, ex- 
cept the, opinion of a Captain ^of one of the gon-boals, 
'^Tfaat upon the wJhole, be hai done.very w^U : that be 
has ginned bttt|liMley.a^d: that the baa done ^morfs'thaa 
tgood d^eda epough to l>alance all the ciiniiiiaUfy of 
^wearing a littlct when . ^e could iiot help it.*'. A thofi- 
sand for/ns Self-righteo^sn^M assumes to allurei iia..|o 
.perdition ! . . , : • • . . . i 

« • < . i 

To complain of most offensive breath in the lAflddtt* 
K6ueeiHvoiiM*be'a diatler»«f couVse; if 'it' <jf(<(fld Answer 
anfy TalAable purpoM>} but aitoiM! th« '«til^fl i#i^iU^ 
dialvle, I hKve omly t^'isay^ thai'lar patn^a^ated iHthe 
right-lobe of toy lungs, itiiide ^ierlncln' sti^rt/ a»d 
preTeined iue>ifter«v^ards frotn visiting ihM^ than'oMe 
•aick'pier^. i to . . . ^ - • ' 

• > Howmny are tHe t^afs ?of the pobr ! ffLfa. X. 
was in bed wttbiier'cliiidreD, and het-thla face Wlis^e 
ipiotHir^ of dffitre>)s; ^ ' > 
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" Bow many children have you Y' 

Oh ! dear Sir/ clasping ber hands, she saiJ^ 
•I have three.' 

Have they no father living i'' 

^ Yes, Sir, a father living; and no father, as one may 
say.' 

This is often the case, for vicious habits are more 
powerful than all natural feelings. Of this I have 
had abundant evidence in the course of this week. 
On the first day of the week, an old man, of respect- 
able standing in society, who has several children liv- 
ing, and whose Wife, with one child and a servant, 
were a few years since consumed in the flames of his 
dwellmg, was committed to the tomb. Not a fort- 
night ago he consulted a quack hi medicine, that he 
might expel the most igneminious poison from hh 
system. The companion whom he kept, died not 
long before him. Not all his natural affection for 
bis lost wife, and living children; no, not hoary 
hairs, nor visibly approaching death, could restrain 
his lusts. 

You were not too delicate to read Sterne's writings, 
gentle reader. Then read on ; but read to yourself 
alone. 

Yes, and I have moreover had evidence, that the. 
babit of promiscuous eotioubioage can annihilate 
maternal tenderness to ^uch a degree, that a yoang 
and tender female, as well as one old in debauchery, 
will haiard her own life to destroy the unconscions 
witness of her infamy. This sin of murder (for it is 
nothing less) deserves the most severe reprobation. 
We may not preach upon such subjects ; but shonkl 
the wicked never be warned 1 I thus write, because 



loirie of the biwct sort may tead this JoCinia), as I 
am sure some hate read tiiy fohiier ; and 'becatlse I 
kutfw that multitudes ill this dty, and some deemed 
^nietl, but unfifrfuMte p^sona, tibtAm the diabolical 
assistance oif unprincipkd ttionsters, who d^tro^ in- 
cipient life. How can suchgUilty fem^l^s and ^aaHE 
accomplices excuse fheir bondtlct? The ciy ovt^t 
to be raised of ' MoltilM! MuRDsk f abd the 
offenders ought to fear a gallows. 

8ut let OS nerarn to th^ %ht$k Mamttu. ' ' ' 

" Are you prepared to diel" 

<'Oh!Bo!«o) lamlibtr 

"It is of infinite importance then, that jrou 
should be; for this sickness diay be ilnto death. 
Do yoo wish to be rMdy for your, fast dmngef" 

' Indeed I do. Sit,' the MsW^ of her" tips ; 
but her teari spoke more cMfe^iialtj^ than any ah'ticu- 
late sounds. 

Know then, that preparation for death consists 
in faith and repentance. Ill order to the exercise of 
faiths you must know that yea arc a aintier. Yon 
are a poor niisetable offender, polluted in heart and 
life. Do you believe thit you have oAbud^d God ; 
that you are undcf condemnation; and that. the 
Ldrd wodid do you iio wVoiii; it lie sboiild send you 

iohew [ ;■ * . ; , ; -r'; 

•kqdeed 'I know. Sir, ihdt t im a great .sinner, and 
ftpt ^od would be right to — to — ^/ 

^'ifes,'fae would fee just were te to pWsh'ydu 
with ev^rlastins misery : but if you know that yon 
ia^ i smneV, ike next thiiig is to learh, that JesuH 
^risf is Ae 'SaVibur ot sinners. Crod testifies, that 
be so fbe world ^s to give h» dear ^6n to flie 
H 3 
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for sinners, that every one who believes on him, so 
as thankfully to accept him, may be saved. Now 
God has sent me to offer you the Lord Jesus for your 
Saviour. God is wiUing to bestow this ' unspeakable 
gift/ In his name I declare to you^^tbat he is^aUe 
ai|d willing to save you from all your iniquities,^ and 
.from the damnation of hell. Do you believe tbe tes- 
timony, of God 1 Do you believe what Christ say4 
by bis minister r 

< O Yes, I do as well as I can* May God be marci- 
ful to me a sinner r 

That is a very good prayer. Shall I pray with 
you 1" 

' I wish you would.' 

We united in supplication; and then she said, 
. '^ bh come and see me again ; do. Sir.' 

If we live. May God bless yon ! Good night." 



March l^A. 

< The people arc like the waves of Occ«9,-*-Uke the leaves of 
woody Horven, they pass away in the rustling bhuts, aad 
otker leave;slUt theii green heads J 

OSSIAN. 

This is true of the people oT my charge in a pa- 
caHar manner, for I am the pastor of a diseased 
flock. Not a single goat, after which I am obliged 
to look, not sbtsingle sheep which it is. my delight to 
feed, is sound in body, or comfortable in woridly 
circumstances. To render the matter still more uur 
pleasant, I have felt a pain in my side, which' has 
convinced me that I cannot preach peipetually in 
the atmosphere of death. Since the 3d instant, the 
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poor have l>eeo deserted by tbe writer ; but to-day 
the Lord has enabled bim to preach three times, 
he has done for many months on the Sabbath, and 
pray in four sick rooms, with not less than one hun- 
dred persons who could not attend public worship. 
During the delivery of one sermon, a man, who was 
beside himself, forced his way into the room, and 
created much disturbance. The preacher was de- 
scribing those persons who possess the filial fear of 
fhe Lord, and said, " Let none who treat the name of 
God with disrespect imagine that they belong to this 
•lass/' 

• That's very clear,' muttered the craay fellow. 

" Again, let none suppose that they fear the Lord, 
if they do not diligently seek to avoid temptation, to 
turn away from every thing which is displeasing to 
His HOL1NIE8S, and to perform those duties which 
require active obedience to his laws. You have m 
filial fear of God, if you do not fear to offend him, 
either by negligence or transgression.** 

' He is a fool,' said th^ insane man^ * who does not 
feel and know that.' 

I could not refrain from the remark, that many 
lunntics arc much more rational in their inlerences 
than thousands of sinners who hear the words of life 
without conviction^ and still think thenuelves sound 
in understanding. The interruption which this wild 
man caused, was extremely unpleasant for tlie time ; 
hut it gave occasion for an exhortation to employ 
aright the moments of onr sanity, which many seemed 
to feel« A lady of distinction sat before me during 
this application of the incidents of the evening, who 
not long since was in a state of derangement : but I 



fS>2 Lenomo fojr pardon. 

did tidt, whilfe ipeakiug, retJoUect the feet. • T per- 
ceived in her uneomiiion pefturbation, and can now 
accouut for it. We)l/weU, I drd t>ot design to wound 
•afresb a stricken heart ; mid fiia)r ike Lord sanctify 
my apfilication (or her spivitmii prosperity ! 

After praying with patient, piouH, blind Dobally^ 
we sought and found, in one of the hospital 'wards of 
the Almshouse, which contain none but sitsk persoils, 
Mrs. X. Y. the afflicted motheri with wliom \ht 
writer conversed on the third day of the month. Sh^ 
IS separated from her children, and h extremely feeble'; 
but says that her chief anxiety is about the welfare 
of her immorlal soul. 

*' I want nothing so much as that Qod i^uld please 
lo pardon my sins." 

''Do you think* lhat you ^tettow prepared to dieT 
I fear I am ndt,.8ir ; bfitl pray as weH as 1 caaf, 
ibat God would prepave iMe;" 

Tlie same old woman^ :Mrs.'6. H. who was visited 
on the 28th of Febfuary, said, ' I think I hav6 a mtle 
faith ; biit it is weak. 1 dan'tprliy in faitb, Tm af^r'd. 
I keep mad at myself for my own wieked Uiibdievitog 
heart.' - .i. - . . ■ • ■ •• > • 

'Mt is hard Work to be patieiyt) poor Woliittn: Ooti't 
you .find it ao l'* ^ " ... 

'That [.da; .Sir> iMtJie ikr^Mkbtiie'W^ to 
Mffieranddici// 

" Now tsli im»i dlndidly, if you ddH^t <i/^ a 
parlour, good aeookmoikitlohsi end kiiid frvenidtt^ 
more than aayithmg^pUe r . ' 

No indeed^ daar gentkaraft^ i 46tn^ t waiit my 
havd heM takdn away more tfeafr dby tbifig d^ift. 
The favMr miJBwi, M^-pkxfhnHit Itt^/id M tbt 
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elegant parlour and fine things that I want. But 
still, ril tell you, that I hope to get better, and get 
•ut of here, to die in some other place before long/ 

No one can blame you for desiring a place of 
more peace and comfort ; but may yon be prepared 
for a better world. Shall 1 pray with youT 

< Oh ! do. Sir, for that's what I like.' 

From the wards of forlorn hope, one whom I sought 
had departed ; but she gave as much evidence of a 
renewed heart, as ^one in her circumstances could 
present. For about two years she has lingered with 
the Altai poison, and been bed-rid, under my religious 
ctre, without interuiission, either in the Hospital of 
Almshouse. She affectionately warned others, but 
her place is already filled by two ; and in many other 
instances we saw them stowed in as thick as they 
could lie upon the narrow beds. Two were compelled 
to occupy the place desfgoed for cme* The taH 
Modest country girl, M — M — , of whom some ac- 
coant may be found under the date of February 7tb, 
is in danger of lositog her eyes. Alas ! she was se- 
duced ; and for more than a yemr has acted such a 
bumble part, that the hardened wretches around her 
seem to feel compassion for her, more than for them- 
selves. The Magdalen Society would have taken 
charge of her, had they possessed any Ainds fot the 
support of apparently penitent incurables. 

« Do you pray I asked. 
^ I attempt it,* she replied, in a faltering voice; * but 
I fear that I do not pray anght.* 
. ''Do you bate your past sins]'' 

' Oh ! I would never return to them !' 

^ The grace of God alone could keep you from 
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that is like Christ. This fellowship of soul is one of 
the plainest and most satisfactory evidences, that 
those who possess a share in it, have passed frooi 
death to life." 

The apostle John delighted to dwell oo this proof 
^f regeneration. He that loveth his brother abideth 
in the light." We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the bretbren.**^ 
My little children, let us not love in word neitbtr 
in tongue ; but in deed and in truth ; and hereby we 
know that we are of the truth, and shall assure 
our hearts l^fore him." " Beloved, let us lore one 
aaother : for love is of God ; and every one that )oveth 
is horn of God, and knoweth God." This love regards 
not the natural, but the spiritual qualifications of a 
child of God ; for the wicked may delight in some of 
the constitutional excellencies of the good, while 
they hate their piety. And here, let it be remember- 
ed too, that every good man has many things in his 
complex character, which every good man ought to 
hate ; for the most upright in our miserable world 
have much sinful imperfection. The natural disposi- 
tion of a renewed person may be austere and bitter, 
while the constitutional temperament of an unbe- 
liever may be amiable ; in which case^ the Christian 
flibonld hate the natural evil which adheres to the first, 
and love the native amabilitv of the latter. 

Love every thing which resembles Christ, and hate 
every thing which is like the Devil. 

But I often ask myself,'^ continued th^ good wo- 
man, " How shall I know that I am a child ot God? 
I cannot read, and I know but little. Ob, if I could 
^9(4 the nibUt,** 
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' If you love God and Christ, as well as good peo« 
pie , you may know that you are of Christ, by the Spi« 
rit which he has given you. Once you had do such 
feelings, and you did not produce them In yo urself. 
Now you must know that God does not give hts ene- 
mies the disposition of children. Tell me, do you not 
kate your past sins ?* 

' 1 do abhor myself, when I think of my former^ 
wicked ways ; and now I says to myself, ' Am I a 
child of Godf TheD ' he chastens every child whom 
he loveth/ Then I thinks/w^lll if I may be a child, let 
him afflict me still more, and as long as he pleases* 
And tliat comforts mc 

' How long have you been here 1 and how long' 
have your hands been drawn up into such knots t 
They scarcely resembled any thing human. 

^ I have been in the Almshouse five years, but I 
have been so bad as to be helpless only four years* 
I sometimes ask, ' How long, dear Lord, must I suffer 
bereT and then 1 say^ ' If he loves me, it is enough.' 
If I could read, I think some of my hours would pass 
pleasantly away, but I must depend on what I hear*^ 

I repeated a part of the fourtoenth chapter of John's 
Gospel ; and asked if others did not read for her. 
Her eldest girl could Tcad a little, she said, but could 
not make it out very well^ and sometimes one of her 
fellow-sufferers attempted to read for her ; but there 
was so much noise in the room that she often lost the 
sense- Figure to yourselves, readers, a room almost 
full of Roman Catholics, smoking, tilking, washings 
patching old rags, walking from one end of the room 
to the other, couutlng and repeating Pater-nosters'^ 
as they go ; imagine ^wcnty children present doing all 
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things, as they have occasion, even before the writer; 
and then ask» how could a poor old woman, bolstered 
up in bed, understand the Bible, when miserably read 
by a child, or some old matron almost as ignorant as 
herself? Yet, in such a situation, this woman resigns 
heVself to the divine will, and seens better acquainted 
with the word of God than the greater pari of persons 
who can read for themselves^ at leisure. The princi- 
pal cause of distress to this poor woman is the situa- 
tion of her children. One is bound out in a pious 
family. This she stated as a great sourcie of consola* 
tion, and said she was satisfied, for. Sir, the family is 
religious and moral.'^ Her eldest child« a daughter 
of about fourteen years, sat on her bed. 

It is for this one I am troubled. I wish she was 
put out into a good family, where she could have a 
home : but thep I should have no one to assist me, 
for I am helpless." 

H^re the tears followed each other iu quick succes- 
sion* 

*' Oh ! it is a great blessing. Sir, to be in a religious 
ihmily, and I wish nothing in this life, but to see my 
children well provided for J* 

Alas ! this woman has a husband, and these children 
a father ; but what can bind an unfeeling man, devoid 
of principle, to a wife wjio cannot administer to bis 
brutal pleasures 1 Marriage vows are but cobweb- 
ligaments to such a wretch. Siich ^usbands* such 
fathers, there are, and not among the poor alone. 

A throng pf poor people from the .city, were wait- 
ing at the door of the office of the Almshouse for 
relief. What do you think of the charity of this city, 
reader] Is. it small 1 In^tbe course of one week 
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ihree thousand Jamilies have been comforted by wood, 
potatoes, meal, or meat, from this establishment. It 
is only i|| a Christian land that the public, as well us 
iudividiiats, supply food to the hungry and clothing 
to the naked. Sl^puld they be left to starve 1 God 
causes his sun to rise on the unjust, the negligent, 
the ungrateful, and abofoinable. 



March 9th. 

' Behold that daughter 6f (Jrieft The fever rankles in her 
veins. She has no partner dearer than her own sonl, mi 
ivhofle bosom she may recline her throbbing head. Her 
nama is Widow. Desolate, forsaken, helpless, she ia 
stretched on the ground. The wintry blast bowls 
through her habitation, and Famine keeps the door.' 

Miuon on U»ing Faiih^ in 1801. 

* Yti,l will eundact yoa to the dismal habitatipa, and yoo 
ahall ask the daagfater of Sorrow, who dwells there, why 
her bosom throbs with sighs, and why her eyes are snl- 
fosed with tears ? And she will tell you that he? name 
is Widow.' 

Notif b^ore the LtdM Soekt^, iM 1804. 

' If thc#e be a name which bears In its very sound an ir* 
resistible appeal to the heart of BenevoleBce, it is the 
name of Widow.' 

G. SpHng, hrfws tk$ Widmif$ Society, in 1811, 

Since I am about to tell the story of three widow9^ 
it seemed proper to give the first, secofid, and tbitd 
generation of my motto. 

At the request of Mrs. M*^, once a widow, and 
now a widow again in every respect, but a legal one^ 
I went to a house in Henry-street, to instruct a sick 
and dying woman. In the third loft, the gairelt 
IS 
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found the very person through whose habitation the 
wintry blast howls, and whose door is kept by Famine. 
iShe has been feeble for years, and for five months has 
been unable to leave her bed. Her husband died of 
a fever in iiavanna, and left her sick and pennyless, 
to support two little children. One bed, one diair, 
and the half of anotiier ; one table, one candlestick, 
and a cup, an old pot, and the piece of a frying-pan, 
*, is the complete inventory of her furniture. Her 
mother, an aged widow, spends the day with her, and 
in the night returns home ; that is, to the bouse of 
another poor daughter, whose husband has marched 
. with the army of Canada. 

What then do you do in the night 1 Are your 
neighbours kind T' 

* I do not know,* said the sick young widow, 'much 
about my nearest neighbours ; but I have watchers 
almost every night. Last fall, you know mother, I 
said I would commit myself wholly into the hands of 
God, and he has wonderfully supported me.' 

" Yes, I know it," said the mother ; " and he has 
given you Christian friends, and sent help that we 
knew nothing about. There's poor widow M***V 
(meaning the lady who sent me to instruct the dying,) 

who's a poor widow herself (for she is a widow 
* indeed, while her husband lives) with five children, 
and lives by keeping a little school ; she has done 
more this winter for my poor daughter than all the 
city besides. One cold stormy day, when my daugh- 
ter had no wood, that good little woman went her 
, ^elf to Whitehall after a load, and came up to see it 
delivered, and looked after my poor daag hter as if 
8)le had been her sister. Sir l" 

r 
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''The Lord will reward her for all her kindneM 
either in her own person^ or in her children.^ 

With this Mrs. M****, the reader shall soon be 
more perfectly acquainted. 

* It's a great favour. Sir/ added the sick widow* 
' that I generally have religious watchers. I do not 
want any others. They ask me, why 1 The reasoa 
is, if they a'n't religious, they keep talking aboot 
their beaux and balls, and such things, which I do 
not wish to hear.' 

Once, however, I suppose yon were fond of these 
things yourself, and thought of little else." 

She blushed more deeply, sighed, and shaking hef 
head, with displeasure at the past, said, A^, it wai 
the ease. 

Yon now find, that the vanities which amuse in 
health, will not console any one in death.'' 

We prayed ; and I doubt not the Father of Mercie» 
heard our supplication. 

'HER NAME IS .WIDOW.' 

' MASON* 

March 10th. 

CompassioB drives each sterner tfaopght away. 
And all seem g«od when mouldering in the clay/ 

Wilson. 

No sooner had I pronounced th^ apostoHc benedic- 
tion-, heard W — R — repeat seven stanzas, and dis 
tributed a few hymn-books in the Aloishouse this 
eveniikg, than a lame old womany of enormous cor- 
pAenee, caught me by the arm, and half draggti^ 

13 
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me along, said, ' Come, come, dear Sir, make baste, 
one of your friends is dying, wbo sets great store by 
you. She wanted to see yoii.' We were soon by 
her bed ; but she was past speech. Night had de- 
scended on her cye^; — the breath struggled to be 
gone. We prayed for her ; but whether she knew 
any thing, is uncertain. Purple spots covered her 
skin ; and, if I am not deceived in my prognostication, 
this disease, which in the Hospital, and in many 
•parts of our country has derided medicine, will not 
play a farce for the King of Terrors* His departure 
from the Almshouse will be marked by a long line 
of graves. 

An old woman, Mrs. M'Z — , one of my standing 
acquaintance for a long time, fles muffled up beside 
the dying person. Her face is scarcely visible. She 
lifted up her withered hands, her wasted eyes, and 
said, ' I continually pray for the pardon of my sins 
to my blessed Saviour, and I hope he will prepare me 
to depart.' 

In the middle of the room reclined O' — M — ^ 
who has lately been sent from the Hospital under 
the sentence of incurable. Five months she was 
confined there^; and she feels grateful for the atten- 
tion she received, which would have restored her, if 
the healing art could have efTected any thing in her 
case. 

''Oh! Sir, how glad I was to hear the sound of 
your voice. Do you come here too 1 1 thought I 
should hear you no more. You can't tell how thank*, 
ful I am to you.'' 

Her tears were the witness that the gospel had 
tendered me an object of affectionate regard* Sim 
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confesses herself to have deserved all her afflictions, 
and thousands more : but thinks that God has caused 
them to work for her good. Yea, she blesses the 
Lord for her sorrows, I think, with as much sincerity 
as for direct mercies. 

A little beyond this person, the fever burned the 
lips of Mrs. X. Y. She ' does pray as well as she 
can, and that's miserably enough.' But she seems 
more calm, and more entirely resigned to the divine 
pleasure. ^ 

After attention was paid to this patient, the nurse 
requested me to speak to a woman whose face she 
uncovered, saying, that she was very low. Imme- 
diately I recognized the countenance of S. S. T., who 
was ready to die witlbout any preparation. 

" I pray every day and night," she said, " thait God . 
would make me well, or let me die.'' 

* That is a very unsuitable prayer. You ought to 
entreat God to prepare you for life and for death ; 
and especially that he would make you willing to 
endure all his pleasure/ 

Oh ! [ hope he'll take me to himself, for I do not 
expect any peace here." 

* Should he grant your request, you would be 
miserable in his presence without a new heart, with- 
out love to him and Jesus Christ.' 

" I know that." 

* Then you ought to ask of God the gift of faith and 
repentance, that you may be united to Christ, that he 
may. actually dwell in you, and make you holy. Your 
first petition ought to respect the pardon of your sins, 
and thtf sanctificatiou of your soul.' 

After a Utile more conversation^ she said, that she 



104 



SOME DAUGHTERS OF 



was now willing to be instructed, and I promised to 
pay her particular attention in future. 

If Mrs. V — , with whom I prayed in the cellar, is 
not a Christian, I cannot think were I could find one. 
Not a word of complaint escapes her tongue. Grati* 
tude has its residence in her heart, and the law of love 
is on her quivering lips. 

The aged madam G — JI — , sat up in her bed, with 
clasped hands. The t^ars were rolling down her 
cheeks, or rather dropping over the ridges of tbem, 
when ( approached. 

Dear gentleman, is it you 1 Don't forget ne ia 
your prayers, I have a stony heart. Oh ! that he 
would take away this heart of sin, and give me a new 
heart." 

f You mourn for your sin ; and he says, Blessed 
are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.** 
You appear to hunger after righteoasness;' — ■ — 

" Why, then, ap I not filled 1 Oh ! that he would 
sanctify me, and give me a firm assurance that he is 
my Redeemer! I want to A:notrthatI have an interest 
in his blood.'* 

* The Psalmist not only desired salvation, but 
prayed for evidence, yea, for an assurance of his inte- 
rest in the Saviour. " Say unto my sonl, I am thy 
salvation,** But you must be contente4 to wait God's 
time. He will answer you when he deems it suit- 
able.' 

This woman is so much above seventy, that she 
ibrgets her age. She appears to be contrite; but I 
should judge that she has naturally something of a 
bitter temper. At least she always speaks of herseli^ 
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and of her wicked heart, in a snappish manner, and 
in acrimonious language. 

Finally, in auother room, the fourth which I visited, 
sgfcy-headed hliud woman, whom I never observed 
before, sat upon her bed, and wept like a child. 

" I went up stairs to hear Mr. Ely, to-night, but it 

is always so full when he preaches" 

' Here another interrupted, ' Why you arc talking to 
the gentleman himself!' 

" I know it. I know his voice, when he comes ; 
but it was so full that I could not get a seat near, and 
so could not hear very well, for I am old and deaf.*' 

* You can commonly hear, I should think/ 
Yes, Sir ; and its my greatest happiness. I can 
never, never love and praise the great and blessed 
God enough for all that he does for me. O ! be i&a 
kind and merciful God to me. I feel ashamed that I 
am not mere humble and thankful.'^ 

Her heart seems to be melted by the divine good- 
aess, and every thing which the Lord does she deems 
a mercy. 

Here is a lesson for the man of wealth, the child of 
ambition, the son of science, and the puppet of popu- 
lar applause. This woman, old, blind, destitute of 
friends, meanly clad, and coarsely fed, dwelling in a 
room with thirty little children and their mothers, is 
happy, is humble, is grateful, and thinks, because she 
feels, that her Father is to her "a God all mercy,* 
not unjust. 

The clock strikes twelve. Let me resign the pen 
• and repose under the wings of Providence, for 
^« MT^tJn are wintry stream«, that waste away my sonU^ 
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March IXth. 

¥ ^ ■ 

When mIow Consumption leads, with fatal bloem, 
A rosy ipectre — smiling to the tombV* 

It is tile invariable effort of the writer, io convipce 
the- deluded child of Hope, that all expectation^ oi 
heakb is vain. What will be the result of the exer* 
lions of thh afternoon, in thts respect, time mui^t dis- 
close. In six wards of the Hospital, a short mes^ge 
was deliveNfd froov the King of kings. One could 
only auswet* by signs; several disregarded instruction ; 
but two younglAcn, who ar^ recovering from the spot- 
led fever,' exfhressed much gratitude for what they 
are pleased iSo Account benevolence in the writer. 
The aged Univer^Kst was Very polite ; but not so V9* 
luble m I haveiiiMi^ii him. 

^'Theni thsagh eonfiis'di distrcss'il, ashamed, afraid. 
Still bad the trembUag penitent obey'd ; 
Tbongb Faith bad fainted, when assail'd by fear, 
Hope to the sonl had whisper'd * Persevere I' 
^ Till in his Fatberli bouse, a hnmble guest, 
He would have found forgiveness, comfort, rest/' 

While I was preaching in the Hospital this norn- 
ing, an English seaman sat beside me, and wept coo^ 
;tinually. He Jias often discovered, om a similar occa- 
sion, tho same feelings. It is difficult to form 
opinion of bim, for bis character is that of. a ClKisiiai% 
¥f\th oae exception; he will, occasiossl^, 



OCCASIONAL DRUNKENNESS. 107 



intempetately. Formerly be became mad by iutoxi- 
catioo; but ever siuce his recovery, deducting only a 
few weeks, he has been assistant-keeper iu thei«unatic 
Asylum. No man is more faithful in the discharge of 
bis duty tiian he comnotily is. No man seems to 
feel mere deeply than himself, the need a sinner stands 
in of the divine mercy. Few men appear to abhor the 
sin of 4lrunkenness more thoroughly. He has been 
accustomed to drink nothing but his allowance of 
beer daily ; and he has made many solemn promises 
to taste of no other liquor ; but once in a few months 
he will enter the city to visit some friends, they will 
invite him to take another mug of ale, tmd Chen he has 
no sort of-govemment qf himself. He drinks until he 
can no longer stand. After a fit, his convictions and 
tears are renewed. He is haunted wMi extreme hor« 
rors, thinks himself lost, but will ^^ead with God, 
almost continually, for mercy. He confesses his trans*, 
gressioos in a most humble manner, is fond of the 
Bible and of public worship, and entreats that he 
may be locked up in one of the cells, when he is likely 
to become intemperate again* In short, he gives 
evidence that he is as much of a humble penitent and 
sincere believer as he can be, and yet occasionally 
have a drunken frolic. How inyin(^h)e are those 
• habits which have, for a long time, been interwovea 
with -the woof of our existence ! 

A drunkard and a Christian ! It cannot be. Those 
names cannot subsist together in fellowship, 

r ^' .' 
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« tale of ty evening ; like the tale of the timet of oldi 

There was preaching in another room, contiguous 
to the one which I occu'pied^ in the AlmBhotue, bill 
mine was full to overflowing. The air was full of 
smoke, and of that flavour which is (at worae i ^l was 
unwell, and surrounded bv age, widowhood, decrepit 
tude, the consumption perpetually. altering bis voice, 
blindness, poverty, and disease of almost every name; 
but still there was attention ; still the God of consols- 
lion was there. 

We ascended into one of the most deathful cham* 
bers. Mrs« M'Z — was deUghted to see us. She is 
a member of one of tlie Presbyterian churches, and 
has sustained a pious character for many years. For 
more than two^ >ears I have witnessed her patience, in 
scenes whieh are syflicient to try one's faith. Her 
laith is fire-proot. 

Mrs. X. Y.is a littU better in body and mind. She 
assured us, that when she felt a little better, and had 
hope of life, she did not think less of God and Christ 
than when she was most apprehensive of death. 

I spake to the young S. A. £ — , of whom the r<;ader 
has had some account under the date of the 5th of 
February. She did not answer. Again I addressed 
her. Her countenance was, apparently, that of per- 
fect health. Even a smile seemed to repose on her 
lips. Well ! she is slumbering, and I must leave 
her." 

' Oh ! don't. Sir,' exclaimed a miserable, shattered 
female, standing beside her, * for she has kept in this 
sleep ever since yesterday morning.' 

'* Then I suppose the sleep of deatb is descending 
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«pon ktt. I have instructed ber ofttn, and should 
fladly do it agaiu ; but now it seems impossible." 
. Tm womeo^ who were anxious to awake the 
sleeper, spoke to her again and again, shaking her 
fooleatly, until I begged them to desist. They sbdok 
b«ragaia,> however, saying, 'Wake up; the minister 
wants to -speak to yoa.' They finally succeeded,, and 
ebe foiled ber pkintive fiiU-orbed eyes on me^ fdth, 
< I'm f lad <o see you. Sir.' 

. Yon seem to be sleeping the sleep of deaClk- Axe 
you prepared to die f 

* I fear I am not ; but I am in Qod!s biuuis^ and I 
pray, that if he takes me away, be would takeae ti» 
himself.' n . < . 

" Are you willing to die T 

< He mu9t do with me as he pleiibes ; but I pray 
that he would have mercy on me.' 

Can you keep awake while we offtr a short 
prayer t Perhaps it will be the last." 

* I should be glad to : I will try ; for I wish to 
pray.' 

We prayed ; and the sobbings of her companions, 
wha were on their knees aiound her, were sufficient to 
keep her awake, if any huiUan means could. 

The Nurse said, Miss S. S. T. wishes to see you. 
Sir, in the next room. She is removed^" 

*I am unwell, and will call on her to-morrow. 
Will that answer? 

'<Oh, Sir, do go now K She has been i wishing to 
see fou ever since you was here last. . She has lately 
lost her still-born infant, and the doctor .givc9 her 
over." 

Wkh pain I went. Her face was . whitfe^ aUftcist as 
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the paper on irhioh I wnte : bier arnM i^vcre Ulbt riiost 
of paiated 4c»lh; aad km fftneUaliiig e^jres ^ert 
Miffiised with. iem. 

*l mn Sir« thiil you have come.* 

It waft before knewQ; to w/^ that! be* hf^y mm 
emaoiated by ^the eoasunftion, wbhh oAe« sihn 
€ccd»<Ae oont •€ the pbgue ot illtgit fawn. U: imu 
wlK mnknlQail, Imig a^^ that alM! nitisf wfhm at 
more; and now I saw the Hing of Temoca. daiUj 
hiMleruls • at the- fi>at o{ Inr coikob. AvsiMv^ thou 
monster! Let me speak again before tbe Umv. 
i nm* deal plainly wolh joo.'' 

^ Ifaal k whf I wish see ^toa^ betaum I \sm0m 
you'll tell me what yoa think. You ought to apeak 
plainly to one in my circumalBwiciiJ 

^ Welllhe%*l iWnk that }»u: a«e a pooa wrttch, 
covered with sin, shame^ and gmUt^ YoU: aie iinhdly 
and uacliattv ¥Da deeerve faclL Yoa are; span- to 
die ; and if you di« wsthonA mion ^ the Loiyh h^mkf 
Clinttv LtMnb^ fknow, that ^mu^wittslidi into, per- 
dition/' - 

^1V> Im» sura* T am » poor skneir^. audi paay God 
10 anlie» BM wM, or lBke«aM te kinsctf to at b^allar 
world. AAw myi kte> drnteett, I hoped, that I tbqaiA 
bebettw; butlamfuEofprau' 

Her couateMoca sufficiaa^tly. iodtoate, UnL ake 
adftra es^rema agoniaat; and I leplioiiw ¥au will 
soon die. The important questioia tbamfilrci kik 
«HM>^I an»earbeteeGod)iDi|eaaeir QiBid will 
a(at Mooft of^yottT work^ oav o€ 3K>iii pragw»» mit^ 
yourlteni."^ 

' Oh, Sir» I do pray» and do all I can T 

''Ym* aaia ifocmlkiag: you. nistrMctf^ twtry 
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tking. Christ offer9 U give yom pardon, fwace, 
saiM^Hication, and Balvation. He offers to give yoa 
freely HIMSELF, that you may bave ao interest km 
hts obedience and death. Are you willing to leeeive 
him ? He gites himself for yoar sms."* 

* Oh ! I need him, I need bin ; aud I pray that ht 
will have mercy on me/ 

After prayer she thanked me with much eagerness. 

Still there was another room to visit. The writer 
sighed as he went. Ft was the room of the forlorn 
females. * Painful is it to dwell on deeds of shame/ 

^ How many sleep in this roomt" 

'Thirty^is^Sir/ 

Alas 1 1 bm never eieeeded the retl ttoabeif is ay 
othnilatiM ! 

Wbere is Ute person who wishes It Me me f 

Titty'- poiaAed me to her bed. She was of a foM 
tee, was very siok^ and much troubled ia miad. She 
ease, ihe says, Arom Connbcticut. 

My native State! I still love thee; and ie|oice 
diat few of thy many lovely daughters are of this 
nabappy sisterhood. Long may the counsels of thy 
matrons live in the hearts of their Mr posterity t 

What" do you think yoo most needt What do 
yOQ most earnestly desire V 

•God's mercy/ 

The course of conversation need not be rehearsed^ 
What could I preach but Jesus Christ 1 Exhausted, 
I ceased to speak ; but listened to the whispers of 
M aged woman (that is, to one of thirty years per* 
baps) who was blasted almost to death. Once sh^ 
thought herself converted ; then she ftllfrem grate, 
and continued an abandoned charsMer until within 
K 2 
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a year, tvlien she hopes God converted her again. 
Since that tinie, her prayers and desifes have been 
to God, that he would have compassion on her soul. 
Perhaps the Lord has «nce converted her. If He 
has, it will suffice. Have mercy^ O Lord» on the 
thousands of the poorf Make them rich m ikfth, 
and heirs of the kingdom of God. . < • . 



March l&ib. • 

This morning I re-visited the patients of thehst 
evening. Their symptoms, are. the same .a» they 
then were. The sleeping girl with diffieolty cih 'be 
foused. Miss T; wishes still that G6d irafdd 
' raise her from her bed of sickness, or tikie her to 
himself.' It is almost impossible to convince her 
that something is requisite to. be dene for her justlfi- 
cation and sanctification* before the holy God can 
take her to iiimseltl:' She seems to think, tbat by 
soverdga act, Gt)d will take her to himself^ and' 
make her happy; since he can, in her opinion, par* 
don sinners without the interference of the Mediator, 

The sovereignty of Jehovah is not independent of 
his veracitjr, justice, and other attributes/ He has 
solemnly declared, that all sin shall be punished; 
and he cannot fail of visiting every crime with ade- 
quate vengeance, either upon the sinner or his sub- 
stitute, any more than he can prove false to his own 
word. No part of the moral law ever was^ or evet 
will be dispensed with. All its penalties shall be 
inflicted, and all its rewards conferred. Every crime 
either has been, or shall be piuiished ; and every act 
of obedience shall be rewarded. 



tVitk revereoce we mgitevt, that s6 far as w know 
any tJiiug upoa this salyect from reteiatiotiy God 
could act iMve remitted a tiugle OfSr»ee agaiMt his 
law withoiil an ackquate atoBemcut, any more lhaa 
be could lie, or fubvert that nile hy wirich be ktd 
determined to govern mankiml. l\Bke away tlm 
CMwdatba of tbe di^riiie government of moral crea-* 
tares, tbat 'all vice sbali be {nintslMl, mtkd ali virtue 
rewarded/ and what nemaiiie htt our adourtUionl^-Mif 
what assurance have we tliut tbe Judge of all Iba 
earth will do right ? If God might, by a sovereign 
act, without any atonemeut, without a fullipttnidiment, 
remit one sin, he might every siq, and tbe wbals 
human, race might transgress with imi^anity^ and be 
«aved without a Saviour. 

Equally impossible would it be, without counter- 
acting the established; course of cause and effect in^ 
the moral world* to make an uBMnctified person 
b^py in the presence of Jehovah, in the place of kk§. 
peculiar reeidence^ Before the polluted <Qan enfoy 
boly society and heavenly employment, their views, 
sensations, volitions, purposes, desires, and, passions, 
must be changed. From the nature of t^e icase, 
without holiiM^s, no man can see God with satislacr 
tion. , Fallen Adsm, had he been in the presMice> 
chamber above, wouM bare desired some recess, in 
wbicb he mijght have bidden himself from the Lord: 
and we sinners, were not the sensations of shame 
superseded by love, should, in Heaven» ory out for 
rocks and mountains to cover us. 
. Dead then be my heart to the god of the Deist ; 
who, upon the principles of reason and eqmityv can 
never forgive, but must make every offender as misei;-. 
K3 
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able as he is sinful : and for ever blasted be tbe hope 
of felicity^ without sanctificatioii. Let me coiae be- 
fore the covenant God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, who is the only God that can save per- 
sons who have defied his justice, and contemned his 
mercy ; and ihay others be led to him for eternal life ! 
An absolute God, the God of the Deists, a God not 
in covenant for man-s redemption, is not th^ trae God ; 
but an idol of the philosophical, mind, or a phantomv 
of the mad imaginatioiw* 



* In tbe S2d page of the Rev. Gardiner Springes Rbsays, 
the reader will find a sneer at this doetrine. l^ocs ndt every 
Deist regard God as an absolate Grod And is not this the 
principal diiference between the views of a Deistand.aChrii-y 
t^an, that the former believes in an absolate Deity,. whq can 
forgive by a sovereign act, without any atonement while the 
latter belteves in'GiDct the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who 
is tL'^ewenant God? The persons who pretend' to worship Gad,, 
witiioat any regardt to. the covenant of redemption and the 
merey of Jehovah,.<'have left revelation, and have hiveatedt 
to themselves as empty an Idol as any heathen philosopher 
ever worshipped. Th^y have rejected the godhead oC Christ 
and of the Holy Spirit, and have imagined to themselves a god. 
existttog tin one person, infinitely extend^^, fillfng infinite 
space, with many other snch like chimerical attributes. And 
this idoH this nothing in the world, is become the fashionable 
divini^ of onr times bat iu worshippers are all traitors. 
Every act of worship paid to. this idol, is high treason ; for ^ 
such act men withdraw their allegiance from the tme God^ 
and pay it to what has no more divinity than stocks and 
stones." Thus Wrote the learned William Romaine, 
whose works, were they more generally read, might prevent 
many jejuue publications, and silence aU who aocuie tbemof 
ABtinomiaais^. 
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To the true God I attempted to lead the dying 
sinner, that, falling before his mercy-seat, she might 
ask for pardon and purity, justification and glory. 

On my departure from the Almshouse^ I met, in 
the street, a youn^^ girl, in fine health and neat attire, 
who very politely accosted, me, and inquired after my 
welfare. Ah I bow do you do? Where do you live 
nowr 

' I am well. Sir,' she replied, ' and live in Green- 
wich^street; in a good family.* 

I am glad to hear that you are in snch a situation. 
Remember the past : fear God ! and may he keep y6u. 
Good morning." 

About one year since, this young woman left the 
Almshouse, where for many months she listened to the 
word of God. Verily, I believe it has made her bet- 
ter ; for neither her air, nor her attire, nor her 

cheerful conntenance, is now that which it once 

was. 

They were making beds and cleaning the rooms, 
where I visited. Oh, what a vile place ! I would 
prefer to take a night's lodging in the dead*kome of 
the Hospital, for there the air is comparatively pure. 
Every word which I uttered, seemed to swell the 
pain which has a dwelling in my lungs. I never felt 
any p^n from preaching in the largest churches ; but 
I must now drop my pen, and perhaps soon my minis* 
trations to the people of these dismal chambers. May 
some benevolent person consent to take a seasoniug, 
after my departure ! 



llO tt WIDOW INDEEB*. 

March letK 

« With Tirtue^ prud^Bce fled ; what Shore pcmess'd* - 
Was sold, was speut, and he was now distress'd ; 
And Want, nnwelcome stranger^ pale and wan, 
Met, with her haggard h>oks, the hurried ni^B I 
His pride felt keenly, what he mint expeet 
From useless pity, mod from cold «8glect.'* 

€rabbe.. 

Not much unlike ttie f«sciiiadiig, liccndona ftf* 
ward Shore^ was the last husband of Mr«« M**** ; of 
whom I have immised the reader some .ltix*tliier partis- 
culars, She is generally deemed a widow, and aor 
swers to Ibe scriptural d«6cnption of one, ii my pet- 
lon be a widow^ whose biisband lives* Imt b d«a# to, 
her, and dead to shame. She is indiistrioos, em- 
^rprisiug, aiid affebttmte; and her own. sorrowl 
bftve ta«ght her how to syoipathjae witkihe aiAioledi 
poor. 

* U gives Bie pleasure to he able to pneseait the 
reader with a picture of herself drawn by her oikn, 
iMLud, without any suspicion that it would faemrths 
puMic.. It IS. ooQtained in a le<$cr to tae, which it^ 
dated 

" Mondmf evening,, March 1$, 1813* ' 
«« Yoe may think it strange, that you so often sec 
oiy ^e with yom in the Almshouse. It is because 
the good of sonis ties near my heart. Since I have- 
be^ in the ha^yh of going, and witnessing your la- 
bours of love, I do not know how to be absent* I 
sometimes feel as if I could spend and be spent in: 
the cau84^. How often is my soul drawn out in sup- 



A POOU WIDOIW'S EPISTLE. 



117 



plications for them and on yoor behalf ! that the Lord 
may strengthen you^ comfort you, and snpport you^ tn 
all these trying scenes ; that the word may be blessed 
to the salvation of their never-dying souls ; that you 
nay have many souls from among them, which shall 
prove as stars in your crown, in the day of rejoicing. 
Surely it must be special grace and the good of souls, 
that induced you to this work.''^ You shall in no wise 
lose your reward. 

** I find from every sermon I hear (not that I would 
wish to flatter you ; far from it !) that I am more un- 
willing; to be deprived of the next. It is as great a 
cross as to lose one of Dr. Romeyn's sermons. I was 
in th^ Almshouse to-day» to administer to some of those 
that we S4W last evening, and some that we did not 
•ee ; I hope to the necessities of the saints : but I 
found you had been there before me. You cannot 
think how much they love you. I heard several say 
that they loved the ground on which you walked ; 
and they seemed to be disposed to bless God for 
sending you there, to proclaim the Gospel of Peace 
to them. 

'* It has pleased the Lord to bid me drink deep of 
the cup of affliction; but I have reason to bless him, 
for all his dealings towards unworthy me. May I 
bless the hand wherewith I have been chastised ! I 
have been through the deep waters, but they have not 
overflown me : through the fires, but have not been 



* The author does not blush to record the words of the ami- 
Irt^lc letter writer, because they praise^ uot the preacher, but 
the Spirit of grace. 
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burnt. Maj they prove as tlie refiner's fire ! 1 can 
testify, tlie Lord faas beeu with we in six liottbtos, and 
in seven he lias not kft ne. 

" God moves in a mystei iout way^ 

His wonders to perform ; , . . 

He plants his footsteps in the sea. 
And rides upon the storm.* 

*' I hare, for some wise end^ tasted of aliuost every 
bitter herb. Sometimes I have thought, that ny gar- 
dien waralmost overgrown with rue, which had subdued 
]mtieiice ; but each trying dispensation of Prorld^ct 
ma khoTt,— Just long enough to make me know bow 
to sympathise with others; except one that Wlh never 
be erased from my memory • which was the loss of 
tone of the most tender and nffectionat^ companions.* 
TVIy heart still bleeds. 

^ For several months, not a day passed but t was 
at tbe'grave, and desired nothing so mucb as to die 
there. Whole days I would spend at the distance of 
half a mile from any house, in a lonesome wood, by the 
side of a murmuring stream, a little below a rapid fa1l» 
the noise of which seemed to mourn with me. Hither 
I would steal away, unnoticed by any one, for fear of 
being detected, that I might give full vent to my grief* 
Often I there sat, until I thought I should never anau^ 
see the face of man ; but am still in the, land of the 
living, a mouument of sovereign mercy. I was then 



* She nndonbtedly ref^J^s, in this place, to the death of 
husband of her yoRth. > 
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ti¥o hoodrcd nileA from all my friends, 'aecording to 
tlie f^sh but ! ftad a Friend^ • tlmt sticketh closer 
thwi a brother, or I skottM have been eut ^ in my 
sinful grief. 

" My idol, my idol! How often dk^ I pray, that 
wePf idol night be taken from me. Little did I think 
whet it wa% until ft was l!aken. To use the language 
of the #ipliB», 

A Wt baffdihiiM aiaoe I will aol toU ; 
Bit BOW no more ■■.»* 

** May my most ardent desire be, to be ever found 
in the path of duty! If I know my own heart, this is 
my sincere prayer. 

'* I can say with Paul, I know what h is to abound, 
and to suffer need ; and sometimes I think I have 
learned, in whatsoever situation I am, to be contented. 
But again, when I meet with crosses, f find the flesh 
warring against the spirit, so that when I would do 
goody evil is present with me. 1 desire to thank God, 
th&t in all my trials and afflictions I have been enabled 
to flee ttnto the Lord as a refuge ; and have found him 
a very present help in time of trouble, and better than 
aU my; &m. I hmve often wondered what my unprefit.. 
aUa life* was spaeed for; but now I sea i4 is in part^ to 
aynjmthize with others. A kind word, nay, even » 
lind Took, often comfbrts the afflicted. There is 
sc^oely a trying, dispensation in life^ in which I can- 
W0k iMurtnkM wiali tba suffueiw 

^ Sir, I most tvH ymsJiow mack I w«s profited bgn 
year conrersatien, aboat two years since. I shaM 
ever think it was ordered; by an all-wise Providence, 



A WOED IN SEASON. 

directly for me, although no person in the room, at 
that time, had any idea of my trial. 1 went from home 
i¥ith a direct view of asking advice on a particular 
subject. My heart was filled with anxiety, for fear 
that my proposals would not meet with the approba- 
tion of my friends ; but my mind was entirely set at 
liberty, without even mentioning my errand. Your 
words were to me like apples of gold in pictures of 
silver : for the same I shall have reason to bless God, 
and so will one of my children, through life. * How 
forcible are right words !' 

Oh, Sir, how I was agitated when I first began to 
-visit the Almshouse. The poor were before my eyes ( 
night and day. For nine nights in succession, my mind , 
yaa continually on them, supplicating a blessing on 
them, and on your labours among them ; or in assisting 
and providing means for their relief. In all that time 
I had not an hour of sweet sleep.* 



* Her kind attcDtions to the roost miserable, were contioa. 
ed until nature, exhausted, was unable to second the efforts of 
her will. She was visited by a severe sickness, in which she 
displayed a cheerful resignation to the divine pleamre^ aid 
even a Christian anticipation of death. Her children^ whMi 
«he tenderly loves, were committed by her to the Father of 
the fatherless and had she departed, she would now havciv 
heen in glory, but the Lord has restored her to new scenes of 
labour. No sooner could she leave her house, than she 
newedher visits to the Almshouse, to cool the piardied AmAs 
of many dying danghteia of Dissipation, aumy victims, to eiaiid 
pleasure ; while she preac^d Christ, the o^ly taaitrlatinn of 
ainners, with the tenderneis of a sister. 



9%^^h% TSACHl^E. Itl 

March lltk. 

^Wliattr thy lot— wboe^er thorn be-r . 
CoBfeM thy foUy— luM the rod, 
. And in thj chMtcBiog sorrows tff 

ThehtDdffGoii. 

* A bmiied ntd he win not break \ 

AiBictionfU hU chHdren feel ; 

He wouds them for bb nerey*! laket 

He wounds to heal!* 

MoJITOOMBtT. 

Mt usual services were r^dered In Ihe Almskouse 
this eveniog ; and I find the poor as attentire, and 
as anxious to have their turn come in the rotation of 
roomsy as when 1 first took the particular charge of 
then. Many seem to have been thoroughly reformed 
in their lives; and indicate a spirit of purity, in* 
stead of that polluted nest of devils which was lately^' 



Her preaching, howe? er, was no contravention af ^ 
apostle PanPs authority, neither did she disregard his d^diU 
ration, that he did not saffer a woman to epeak in the ftfmrtfh* 
nor asarp. aathorily over the man (i Tim it. 1^4 » ^ she 
eommanicated her Instractions to her own ses$,i||i|l;So^ 
times kneeling down beside the bed of a poor wret ch. prajFcd 
Ibr the departing S(MiL"The ladies may teach sis rriscilla 
did (i/rtti'xvili. 26.) and It woold be weB the drarch, IT 
iome well indoctrinated matrons, who have long rt)}aleed In 
the personal atonwent by Jesas Christ appropriated by thith^ 
weald <ol» mtf • ikm^ scve^ jroang and doqneat preachers, 
who have more versatile theory than theoli^, tmd expand 
$mio Mm Hu iotyt 4f God wtore perfectly. 

Every person ftiko has received the tratii. It botind to pta- 
amigate It according to his ability, and the apportoaUilst^ 
which Providenoa My affaid. . . 

tol/ii. l 



lodged securely in Iheir bosoms. The cleansing 
efficacy of the word of €rod extends from the inner 
to the outward man ; and hence, gome whb were 
habitually filthy, no ibngeir ofFehd the eye ofHelioacy. 

Religion certainly predisposes the mind wbich it 
occupies to enjoy, and consequently pursue what* 
soever things are pute^ lotely, ^jt'<if g9<Ml £ime; 
and those objects need onty to be perc^ved^ ia order 
to be loved by the renewed soul. 

it raklers loathsome * the garment spotted by the 
flesh.' 

Mh8 S.'S. T. is itilt aliTe, and is now taiere soli- 
<^«jbrto obtaiti rM^ous ikisttuctfbn tUkkb 'Myper' 
go'n^ of'nr^ acqnaidttoce. Perhaps she nMy kndir, 
^ffhmffy and experimentally, the trtle 'Ood^ isfnd 
Afstts CHrMt; -T^fadm to ImoW is Hie 'eterd9<l, b^fere 
she depatts frbm thb "WMd*. IKr ftplf hual dase 
Brfghtens. 

Mrs. X. T. and a'M— listened to the word of 
dfod from their beds of sickness. . Mrs^ V — , from 
tbaoelhir« sent an urgent message tomfu She waited 
pMUbg kut a fcw . words about leans, «nd a ^mftx^ 
Tte ioons was fiiH <^ Moke antf pottM' buealh, 
0^tt 1 c0Uld'«can!^l^ utter a word. She saSd 
^SoiiMtf^ I am impatient; t^ut be'cKf^fenefh 

fveiy. cliih)' whofu he receives; and I s^j^* Wd, if 
I ail U diii^ do as thdw wik with ase.'' 

tl^mf filly llie writer wo«M want asMe gnm than 
lls|K>!»es8ies yh^pfeMnt time, to render llldr|MieM 
in her situation. 'ConstitulEion and drc^nisfimces 
demand an appropri^^ ^P^y ^ ^i^joci; aasisfanee, 
to piodoaetbe medaiM.andsQbmifsio»<^tlm-€^ 
^.chancter. I am of ftt-^qMNsuof jBy Mb 



<«f reined wjy v^lid; firienA Rr. » M(**1*, * that t{b|e 
m»e 4i9gi)BCi ^ g«^c<^ wbipb would,' have i9adie Jobp 
resemble ap angel, would scarcely; bav^ Vep% F<t^ 
fr0«i , knocking a maQ down.' 

What consolation haiie bjelievers m thie e;uipple at 
HIM* wilbo ^watf in all points teoipted lik« as we a;-e ;' 
and in the pnmm Aknighty Cod, that he wiU 
«t>t suffer us to b0 tetapted above what we cap en- 
dure ; but wiV^. with the teaiptatioQy also make a way 
to escape, tbaA we may be able le bear*it. Heb. iv. 
15; and 1 Cor. x. 13. He will supp^ our ueedip 
the tpe«f need, awl not previously ; for no passage 
«f the Bible w;Mmiits us to believe that the Dispensei 
<of gcaoe, mercy, and peace, ever givei any one of hi^ 
iCflBlatttres a capilal stock to be #t bis own disjtosaL 
We may hew out cisterns, btit tj^y.wttl boM no water. 
«God f» Cbrist 'i$ tb^ ipMotaip^ aad stream of f on- 
mliatiM ^ be defive4 from i^, ai the ti^^m^r^f 
MBifkmy^ may. «a%iii|ie« iiheit 19 q^B; yovw- 
WAiN in the whole garden of the Loid^ JWk^vaia 
are trees of rigbteouanesB of the Lord'# ]»Iai|ti|pg,«l|d 
im wiH waler them daily. Let this everbMrtillg fo¥9- 
tain send forth Hfergiysog sIreamA ; and Jimy wa 
flouri^ beside Ibem i 



• March Wh. 
TVsip up ft' ckild in the wty ht sfaonld ge.' ^Wrmt. xaii. i. 
<Ye fathers, provoke not your children ts wNthi hot 
Wpg tkesfk up in the nartnre aii4 ^dnonitioii of the ijord.* 

HAVLMb made mo fxromises, eithet ta the purtbaser 
4Hr to the iKader of this little vohme, the autboc feeb 

h2 



kimself at liberty to relate a few anecdotes, yfrhkh 
do not peculiarly regard the poor. They will pro- 
bably be useful to some io all classes 6f society who 
nay peruse tbem> and especially to parents^ for they 
relate to domestic goveroment. 

Yesterday I beheld from my casement, a father 
correcting his son. The hid, of about thirteen years, 
is an Impertinent fellow, and the dtsdplioe which he 
has received, has been well caleulated to make bin 
so. The father was displeased with his conduct, 
and began to cuff him in a furious manner. The 
young rdgue ran from his inflamed castigator. The 
father caught him by the ear-aud pinched it severely ; 
but the boy escaped out of the door of the shop; and 
cbsed the door with violence npon the arm, irhidi 
was obliged to relinquish its grasp. 

What sort of discipline was thist The boy stood 
bare-headed in the raiu beside the bouse, ivwtfdly 
'Mrsing hisfilther, and occasionidly looking into the 
window, to ascertain if he might with safety return. 
'It Wioold have been far better not to have corrected 
the child: for soon the father cries, *Here, Sam, 
*go, and get some change/ and then all is past, 
except the boy's resentment. I have seen the same 
gentleman step out of his door, and call his younger 
children in from the streets. They run the gauntlet 
so soon as they obey him, for he'is sure to stand sen- 
finel as they pass, and give them a kicking, cuffing, 
or pinching. 

This reminds mt of the family government of a 
very wr^hful man, in the town of my nativity. One 
•of hisl>oyr, Ichabod, called his brother John a if^g^. 
John' complained to his father of this abusive hm* 



guage, who tan to the door, and in fury exclaimed, 

* Come here, Ichabod, yo« jD«n»y you ! What ! call 
Your brother John a dog ! Jtll teach you, ye pufpy^ 
your 

9oth parHital gtytefntfient i» very camtnon. Ay^ 
yotifti apassiout Desnt until you nre cool: infKct 
punlihnfeift from judgmefrt; and let your ehUdrrH 
knnw, that aU their attempts to escape ffom yotilr 
Iftttdt ate but aggrtfmtitnrs of their miicondiict. tf 
yoAf fire passionate in correction; yon teach Ibem 
tiiie turhttletft und ungovernable. So soon as the sfri^ 
jects of sttch govertrment acquire s u flrri e rt aniMi 
fbr^e, Ihey may be expected to becontfe mastettk 
Tea, farenTs vflio attempt to correct their diUdren 
ki rage, may expect re^ifstance ; Md it will be irek 
for them if the scene wMcb I am now to descriU 
shall not be acted oter again. 

A young man, who resided in a town at no gi^l 
dlststree from this c%^y, entered into a dispute witfi 
Us aged father. Tlie contest became warm, and th^ 
son, seizing the hoary locks of his sire, dragged him 
violently to the door. 

* Stop I ftopl my son,' said the ieeUe dd man^ 

* 4(af i avn saAciewity punish^ : the jafdgmeivts of 
God "iire just ; for iti iht same immiver 1 once drag- 
ged my old lather to this vei^^y thresho!^^^; and your 
son may treat you as you now treat me«' tlU vioiemi 
deulmg Lad aow cam down am kiM own p$k ; aad h$ 
experienced tlse cruelty irmm a son, wbkb Ik kad 
cMtcised to\mds a parrent. ^ 
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M&reh 20tb. 

This morning the writer was requested to ?is!t 
tbe Hospital^ that he might warn a young man of 
tho rapid aj^roach of death* For two years the 
djriBg patient has been afflicted .with the. curse of 
Just He took the disease in Europe^ aud had 
-some of the best of medical aid there ; but .it waf^ 
bieSectaal. for more than a year he has been in 
J»s present situation ; and all the skill of the het^ 
-physicians in this city has not been able to expel the 
poison^. Until to-day he has had no serious thoughts 
of dying ; but I found him in a state t>f putrefaction* 
flis flesh is falling off bis bones, and his bed-clothing 
Afxhibited a horrible spectacle. 

la tbe plainest manner I told him, that he 'must 
depart 4lus life in a few days» or perhaps in a few 
hours. He seemed like one smitten by the thunder 
of Heaven. He has been gay and thoughtless: has 



* Young meQjADd yea who come from the eemitr y especially, 
•do not criedit those lyiAg professions of lemedy Mhnii 
Mir€wrff which yoa find posted at tbe comers of the streets. 
They are nothing but accursed eDCoaragements to vice. 
The quacks delude you. It is not an easy thing to cure yoa 
of the cootaminition of a single touch. In thougands of 
iastwieesy all the efforts of the medical fhculty cannot pre- 
ime the life of the poUvted mortal. The yoath whom I 
hafc just visitedy has reputable connectioBS in this city; 
and if the quacks, or the regularly bred physicians could 
aTallany thing, I had not been compelled to warn him of 
his untimely deattu 
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Modered after many phantoms of pleasure; but 
now Death grasps him ; and what will be his eternity 
none can predict. Christ was solemnly proffered^ 
with all his saving benefits. As an ambassador from 
God, I offered him peace and eternal life; but 
the Holy Ghost alone can constrain him to accept 
pf the righteousness of Him, wko is tie end •j the 

Six rooms were visited^ and some religious tracts 
kflt in each. I was surprised to find one young man 
gone to the eternal worlds whom I attempted lately 
to convince of the danger of his situation. He had 
the consumption, but his face was full ; aud he said, 
a short time before his death, that he did not con* 
sider himself in any danger of speedy dissolution. 
He. saw six or seven persons die in the same ward ia 
whi^ he lay, but did not lay it to heart. He died 
is the expectation of recovery. 

H — O'N — 1 still lives, and gives me good evidence 
that be has become a spiritual member of the iruii/ 
Catkflic Churchy which contains all men embodied 
or disembodied, who believe with the heart in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Peace be to this Catholic Church ! 
They shall prosper that ioye her welfare. Peace, 
peace be to Zion ! 

March 2Ut. 

Bbwarb! beware thou tempted youth, for the 
curse of the bitter water will come upon thee^ The 
Lord will ' make thee a curse and an oath among 
thy people, when the Lord doth make thy thigh to 
Mi? ' This judgment I have seen come upon many] 



1S8 NEiTUEti bo 1 jumk^'thSe. 



without tlie B^IeiriD deonnciation frotn a minister of 
religioti. The yoong man whom I visited ^esterday^ 
was actually plagued as one whom the Lord proved 
guilty, according to the Mosaic law. Consult Nuta- 
l>ers, 20, m., 122. To-day he was retnoved froii 
the Hospital, that he might die with his irieads. 

In the evening, I preached rn the AlmshoQM \p 
fifty-six prostitutes who were on their beds, besidei 
a large company of widows, feeble old inen, and Wtnd 
persons. My text was the declaration srtfyd tl^ortil^ 
tion of Jesus, ^if^either do 1 condemn thee; golWl 
sin no more.' 

For once at least, 1 drink my dneevrse wasndrfpted 
to my audience, and many appeared to receive it, 
as I could have wished all might have done. No 
sooner had I commenced, however, than I was dh- 
turbed by conversation in the adjoining room, wliiek 
contained twenty of the miserable ones. With tlA^ 
candle in one hand, and the Bible in the other, I . 
marched from my table to a position from whieh I 
could have a view of my hearers in both n»oms. ii 
had the desired effect, and in this^ situation I held up 
the light of divine truth to them. The candher iyf 
the Lord, I trust, shone upon me, and iitadiatei 
my message with a divine lustre. 

After sermon I turned to the "dying female from 
Connecticut, of whom I have written under date of 
the 14th of March ; and to whose whispers I have 
thrice listened. She seems to be a believer. ; Indeed 
1 think God has, once for all, renewed hfet ; but Hi 
what moment, perhaps, no mortal can slsi^. 

\frhen the writer was leaving the rodiij, fcc \t«s 
called back to speak to K-^, \ht tafl and steo- 
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def country girl, whom I hate styled Moiai^ \ for if 
this virlQC of the mind, modesty, ean ever be regaiii«d 
after it has been lost, I think it has beeo ia this In* 
stance. She was weeping, and wanted consolation ; 
but much of that consolation for this life which is 
desirable, I could not give* She is afflicted with a 
iore throat and mouth. She can scarcely taste any of 
the food allowed her, and must associate with the 
▼il€((tof her sex, during the remainder of her life. 
The effects of the mercury alone remain in her system ; 
but her cure is but a protracted death. Her chief 
concern is for her soul ; and the sermon convinced. her, 
that Christ is both able and willing to save her. 

** [ am stillf" said she, so great a sinner, that I 
dart hardly hope in his mercy*'' 

She wishes that something could be donf for her 
temporal relief^ and apoke again of tba Magdalen 
$bc;jety. She was again informed, that their Ainds 
iikI regiriations would not admit of their reeeiving 
f icii pftf sons. 

'V Alas I Sir,'* she replied, with tears, and a coun- 
tcl^^lce over which despair brooded, that b what 
discourages me." 

- * Is yoyr mother unable to assist you V 

Not absolutely unable ; and I believe she would 
do it, were it not for some of our friends and relations, 
who reject me, and dissuade her.'' 

* Those are indeed miserable sinners, who need 
pardon through the blood of Christ ; but who can 
never forgive a fallen relative, 
• I have lately heard from my ipother, after'a long 
time ; but her letter is veiy cold ; it kills me." 



ISO COLD COK£01iATlON.^ 

Here eoroes tbSe maternal letter^ See how the 
Mther ean become obdnrate, and her soil boaon 
adamant, to the bleeding heart of a seduced daughter 

Richfield, Feb. %3d, 191^ 
My dear unfortunate child, 1 received your let- 
ter of the 12th, and was very happy to hear ^om yoik 
Your letter mformed me that you was out of heahh; 
but I learn from the linies you wrote, that you httV^ 
friends abroad, although a stranger, which c<mtnbil(e 
to your relief ; and I wish it was in ny power to liel||^ 
you. I would inform yon that I have heard froiA 
Duncan and his wife, and they were well. Chancy 
has been very aiek, bnt has recovered his health 
again, and is cleared from the army. Amos Iftis re^ 
tttined to hts htntt ugaiit Ann remahis at her'Arther'tf, 
and wiU the remainder of the season. I hsnr^ ttolbMi; 
snore to write yoi»in pMlcular ; but I would Asfeni 
you, that jfour uncle Latham^ ftmity ^ weH, «t 
sent: likewise your uncle Chase and thefiurifly. f 
have kissed the chikfren ngreeable to your request, 
t am well at present myself, and hope that these Hh^ 
may find you as they leave me, and it would relieve 
the sorrows of a grateful heart. This is ftom your 
dearest friend, 

"M.M." 

Among so many (Hends, cfiunot one be found of f 
tender heart! No, they cannot forgive and oompas- 
fioiiate. expected some kind nssuraiices of 

assistance from her dearest friend but Ike letter 
has proved cold comfort, not worth the seventeei^ 
cents postage, which she was obliged to pay^ 
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. Miss S« S. Ti I beU^T« has been visited this eyening^ 
Ar the last time, Her misery isTerj great, and she 
MUs to think, that it toast be happiness to die. 
When I asked her for what she desired me to praj, 
AenttMtrered, That Qod would pardon me, and take 
to himself, if he pleases, very soon. I do pray that 
lM*«i>«cild tak<i me to himself." 
^ In the S(j^ai« ivard, I was requested to baptiie an 
ilrfuit ; but I declined. The mother expectted it would 
die» and felt a very common, but very foolish appre* 
hension, that if the babe died before baptism it must 
perish. It was stated to her, that baptism is a sign 
and seal of Gk>d's graoions covenant, which is design- 
ed to signify to all believers, and particularly to the 
assembled church, this truth, that by the sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus, and the washing of regeneration^ 
God's people shall be saved. The oUtwarc^ ordinance 
cannot save any one. If you were 4 member of any 
church, and your minister should request me to do it, 
or if you were now to make a credible profession of 
saving ftith In Jesus Christ, I would baptize the child. 
You cannot give your child to God, without first 
^yiilg yourself to him, and if you do not truly believe 
ni tbe iord Jesus; on your' part a profession would be 
all mockery. But, atthou^ I canhot baptize the child, 
y^t, in the name of Jesus, I' will bless it. 

^fie Writer, therefore, prayed for the mother and 
itofiint to that daviour who revieived little ones, put 
his' fiands on them and blessed them ; after which, he 
solemnly prononticed ' tliis benediction : The Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of sinners, bless thee, sancti- 
fy thee, and keep thee. His blessing rest upon thee 
in life and in death, in time and eternit^r. Amen." 
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Such a (benediction I would soleoDoly proQOunce Ofer 
the head of any chUd. which nhould be professedly 
given to God ; and cannot but think the blessing of 
infonts a very significant act of social worship. . . 

The writer prayed with another dying woman ia 
another room, whose tears flowed apace, and who 
desired to know something about the way of salvation 
by Jesus Christ Exhausted, and almost wild witk 
the misery of others, which he cannot reliete, h$ must 
say, Reader, imagine the rest." 

March 23<f. 

Confessing by hit downcast eye, 
Tlie wrongbe sovgbttoJiMtify. 
He peased. A momem mute she g^zf d, 
AjidtUen her looks to Heaven she raised; 
One palm tier temples veiled, to hide 
The tear that sprang in spite of pride; 
The'other for an instant presst 
The foldings of her silken vest !" 

BiuDAi. OF TaiBavsiii. 

This afternoon I visited five wards in the Alms- 
house. But some whom I sought were not The 
person of whom 1 have written in the conclusion of 
die preceding article, has been, as the world says, to 
describe a nameless character, no better than she 
should have been.** Again and again she expressed 
ber gratitude for a very little attention. It b the 
best thing she can do,'' said the nurse, a very decent 
Episcopalian, to make lip her mind to die, for she 
cannot live.*' 

*• jSomc, however,^ the writer replied, •* do not 
make up their minds calmly |o submit to that whioh 
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were prepared for death, which is inevitable." ' 

Well pray. Sir,** continued the narse» " when are 
ye coming to preach in this room again t Ibc^y^ 
will come soon, for iiow weVe got rid of that very ex- 
cellent Christian. I was quite mad at her/^ 

* Do you intend the woman who insisted on hairing 
always possessed a good heart V 

** Yes Sir, she would stick to it so obstinately, and 
didn't like your preaching, she was so good/' 

' You should pray for her, and pity her, instead of 
being vexed with her, on account of her ignorance and 
obstinacy. Many are thus blind, and perish withoirt 
the knowledge of themselves.' 

** Ay ! but she was so good, and good for nothing ! 
But I hope your honour won't forget to preach in this 
room very soon again. ' 

' I will remember your room m tunk' 

To the half-crazy Scotch-Irish woman, of whom the 
reader has some account under the date of the 21st 
of February, I said, " You have punctually attended 
public worship of late ; and I was pleased to see you 
attentive." 

* Yes, Sir, Vm never afraid to hear you now. Td 
almost as soon hear ye, do ye see, as Dr. M'Ledd, for 
you are abw>t as soand as he.' 

All of you Scotch, people, whom I know here, ap- 
pear to hav£ more information than the other inhabit- 
ants of the place. I fear you all know much better 
than you do." 

' Yes, Sir, and I think that a Gospel sinner is one of 
the worst of sinners.' 

See that 'it prove not the aggravation of your 

VOL. II. M 
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condemnatioii, that you know your Master's will, an4 
do it not. 

In the same room was W — R — , the btind hoy, 
famous for his memory. 
" It seems you have come on a visit, William/' 

* Yes, Sir, to see my mother.' 

She is a poor woman, who was seated beside him. 

You must repeat to me again the hymn whic|i 
you repeated on the Sabhath evening." 

' Well, Sir, I'm laming the hymn which you com- 
posed.' 

" Ay ! who is teaching you ] None of you have 
ever had a copy." 

* George is laming it to me, and I shall say it' 
Soon after I went into another room, where 

George was seated, at a little tea-table, with a pious 
woman* 

" George, William says, that you are teaching him 
a hymn 

' I have lamed it to him already. He can say it. 
He'll lam a thing in two minutes. 

Nqw tell me^ truly, how long it took him to learn 
those five stanzas." 

* Well Sir, it was not more than teq minutes, at 
most/ 

And I have just lamed George," said Mrs. B— r, 
the pious woman, who can scarcely move, two 
hymns since he's been sitting here. But George is 
very sad." 

' Ay ! and so we all are," cried blind Sally. 
What's the matter with you, now V I. demanded. 

* Why, they say that you are going to leave us, aad 
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we can't think of it. We have esteemed your preach- 
ing the hi<rhest favour.' 

** Yes, yes," cried another blind woman, " your 
preachins: has been the greatest comfort to us." 
' ' Should 1 1^0 from you, I hope you will have a 
better preacher.* 

Ah ! but then. Sir/' exclaimed a blind man 
from behind his ra<;f;ed curtain, " 1 know we shaVt: 
but if we do, it wo'n't be you.** 

Flattering as their compliments were, ( could not 
bear them, because the poorblimi were re'<^^y distress- 
ed ; but I repeat them as a proof, that tbeHe paupeis 
are capable of esteeming a person very highly in love, 
for the sake of the Gospel. 

In the room in which I preached on the evening of 
the 21st of the present month, I said to a lost, female 
(lost for this life ! not for eternity) who. is almost gone, 
'* Perhaps you thought my sermon too severe : but I 
thought it necessary." 

She answered, in the accents of dissolution, with 
eyes directed to Heaven, ** It was the truth, and no- 
thing but the truth." 

Some of the bounty of my unknown Burlington 
friend I distributed, as I have done on many former 
occasions, to similar objects, that the parched tongues 
of some destitute and dying females, may be moisten- 
ed with something suitable for sick persons. 

The aged G — H — I found still complaining of 
herself, and sobbing out her petitions, that God 
would give her a new heart, and renew a right spirit 
within her. 

" Oh ! for faith and patience !" she exclaimed, 
" for I fear that I do not believe in him, and trust 
M2 
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him. Dear gentleman, you belong to a blessed God. 
O, I wish that I belonged to him ; and that he would 
dwell in me !" 

' I have as much evidence that you do believe in 
God, and trust in Christ, as I have that any one hun- 
gers and thirsts after righteousness.' 

While this woman thinks that she has no evidence 
of being in a gracious state, she gives the most satisfac-. 
tory evideyce to others, that she is a child of God. 
She is growing in humility; and her fellow-ChristiaHS 
can perceive, what at present is hidden from her eyes^ 
that she is ripening for the harvest. 

Her native disposition to peevishness, however, 
through which, as a mist, grace shines, is the chief ob- 
struction to her usefulness add comfort. By nature, 
she is a thorn tree ; but a scion of good has been 
inserted, which will soon overshadow the original 
branches, and cause them to wither. , 



March'24th. 

^ Blind Donal;.y I could not find this evening. 
She has gone to a better world. 

The black people in the cellar appeared thankful 
for some instruction, and for the opportunity of unit* 
ing in prayer. 

Mrs. V- , in the cellar, remains in the same 

state of body and mind. 

* You seem more thankful,' I said, ' than almost any 
person- in affluence.' She replied, "If I were not 
poor and afflicted, I might not be thankful." 

Truly. God often humbles those whom he makes 
nost^raCeful! 

Ik 
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In three rooms of unfortunate females, I prayed, 
and particularly with two of them, who must depart 
soon. 

W — B— , well known to the readers of my former 
Journal, said, with much dejection, ** What hare I 
done, Sir, that you should have deserted me of late 

' Nothing, nothing ! You need not weep : but you 
cannot expect me to visit you every time I come to 
the house, when multitudes equally need attention/ 
— Very soon she will need no more counsel. 



March 25(A. 

One young man, Ji — H — , who I thought would 
recover bis health, after having been afflicted with 
the spotted fever, will probably die of the consump- 
tion. If the "effusion of serum in the thorax does 
not produce immediate death, it is apt to leave the 
lungs in a state of inflammation, or of ulceration ; 
so that very few have escaped, who have been sick of 
this malignant enemy of our race. The young man 
converses calmly ; but is much distressed at the ap- 
prehension of death. _ 

In No. 3 of the Hospital, I prayed with another 
young man, who is dangerously ill of the. same fever. 
He tumbled about, and gasped frequently; but when 
suitable petitions were suggested to him, I could per- 
ceive, by th« motion of his lips, that he repeated them 
to himself. May God teach him to pray ! 

I have been kindly favoured to-day, with a docu- 
ment which must give additional interest to my Jour- 
nal. A person, who is now in the State's Prison of 
Md 
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New York, was permitted to purchase, aodjsend to 
his wife, a book, entitled The Domestic Chapiaio," ' 
of which the Rev. John Stanford is the author, 
lu the blank leaf of the yolume he wrote the follow- 
ing 

interesting letter. 

^ Mrs. E— n. 

You express a strong desire to become acquaint- 
ed with the minute particulars relating to my present 
situation. At some future opportunity, I will en- 
deavour to gratify a curiosity, which I believe to be 
prompted by an affectionate solicitude. At present, 
you must be contented with that subject which I pre- 
sume most interests your feelings, I mean that of our 
religious privileges. 

" The author of this book is our only regularly 
aiteiiding minister. Others frequently prea«h to us ; 
but he takes upon himself the principal burden ; never 
fails to preach to us on the first Sabbath in the 
month, and frequently favours us at other times. 

''By adopting the volume I now send you, as a 
companion with your favourite Doddridge, you will 
not only become acquainted with the man, but will 
find an additional consolation in your afilicted state. 

As I now calculate to settle iu this city, for a few 
years at least, after I am liberated, you may, perhaps^ 
eqjoy the satisfaction of frequently hearing from his 
lips, those pious sentiments which you here read from 
his pen. 

V He is considerably advanced in years; has a full 
healthy counteoange; is about the middling size in 
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stature, and somewhat corpulent. He has a grave 
and venerable appearance ; his eyes are piercing, but 
soft and benevolent ; and his whole visage bespeaks a 
a strong intelligent mind. When in the pulpit. Cow- 
per would say, " There stands the legate of the skies $ 
his theme divine ; the messenger of God to men." 
Pope would equally speak " Of truth divine, com- 
mended from bis tongue.'' 

'Mlis eloquence is of the most impressive kind ; 
and his matter, like his manner, always pertinent, and 
calculated to reach the heart. 

"He is tender and compassionate, almost to a 
fault. Skilled in the woes of human life, be pities 
wretched roan J The whole soul of the bearer is ir- 
resistibly carried along with him, in his vividly fervent 
devotions. When he addresses himself to bis God, in 
our behalf, my fancy paints ray afflicted wife and dear 
children, ranged in a group around him, anxiously 
waiting for that deliverance, and those tender em- 
braces, which he so zealously implores. 

" With the most earnest solicitude for your present 
and future happiness, I remain. 

Your affectionate husband. 



March !28f A. 

The Lord's Day is the most pleasant, although to 
to me the most laborious, day of the week. 

In the morning, after my usual public services in 
the Hospital, I aroused H — H — from troubled slum- 
berSk He opened his eyes^ like one under the in- 
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Alienee of fear. Alas f he afraid to die, and I could 
not but say to n)yself, Must this young man, who 
lately enjoyed the beauty and vigour of early man- 
hood, be cul down like the flower, and be withered 
before noon ]*' Indeed, f prayed that God would 
spare him ; but more fervently, that God would pre- 
pare him for Heaven. 

Willie preaching, 1 was more than commonly affect- 
ed by the sight of a female of a respectable feimily, 
who, not long since had a fair complexion, was of a 
full habit, apd enjoyed excellent spirits. Once she 
could smile at my exhortations. Now she sat before 
me, pale and feeble. Her face, once fair and soft as 
the lily, is now full of large seams, which, should she 
live, would perpetuate her disgrace. But she is not 
long for this life. She is withered, and was compell- 
ed, during the sermon to rest her drooping head 
upon the nearest support. Once her friends came for 
her, and carried her home ; but she would return to 
her pleasures and to death. 

M — M — has also galled admittance to the Hos- 
pital once more, and if the physicians can cure her 
diseased throat, and make her whole system new, 
she may be well again. She paid strict attentiou to 
the sermon, and had a dejected air, which is enough 
to make any one sad. 

Several captains constitute a part of my audience ; 
and they, with the Superintendent and family, with 
the nurses, servants, and house-physicians, make a 
very respectable company. 

In the Almshouse, soon after I commenced the first 
prayer, a sick man in the room was taken with a fit, 
and uttered tremendous screams. I was obliged to 
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stop short for a time, and command my frightened 
audience to keep their places. It was soon over, and 
the prayer was continued. After sermon I prayed in 
four different rooms, and Mr. B — r visited 1 know not 
how many more. 

My aged friend of many years, Madam G — H — , 
bates her heart as much as ever, and cries to God, day 
and night, to hreak, melt, and renew it, that she may 
fee], for now," she says, " I do not feel ; I do not 
pray as I ought." 

An old woman, whom I have never recognized he- 
fore, sent for me* She is not very sick, hut troubled 
in mind. When she was reminded of this blessed 
truth, that Christ died to procure the pardon of all 
our sins, she opened her large eyes, and said, When 
I look on mine, they are very large, very great." 

Watts, as well as David, knew how to pray. The 
vision of the fifty-first psalm, by the former, was re« 
peated to her, and her tears descended like dew. If 
the believer's heart has any prayer interwoven with its 
texture, it is something like this : — 

Yet save a trembliag sinner, Lord, 
Whose hope, still hovering round thy word» 
Would light on »ome sweet promise there, 
Some sure support against despair." 



March tiOlh. 

This afternoon I opened the catechetical instruc- 
tion in the New York Free-School, No. 2, with prayer; 
and afterwards tisited No. 1- In the two school- 
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rooms/ 1 saw not less than a tliousand poor children, 
ivho are taught to read and write without any expense 
to their parents. About fifty ladies were present 
at the two places ; among whom were the widow of 
General Hamilton ; the aged, benevolent, and even 
venerable Mrs. Graham, Mrs. Caldwell, Mrs. Coit, 
and Mrs. G. BrinkerhofF, with Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. 
J. P. Mumford, the Miss Murrays, and other ladies, 
ting*c and married, whom I have not the pleasure 
of knowing. The ladies of different religious deuo* 
minations, took charge of classes of children, who 
were baptised in the churches which they respec- 
tively frequent ; so that each child was instructed in 
the form of questions approved by the church of 
which the instructress and the instructed were mem- 
bers. Before this association of ladies was formed, 
the children had no religious instruction. Now they 
are faithfully catechised weekly. In other cities let 
ladies of distinction go and do likewise. If the 
labour will not honour them, let them dignify the 
employment. 



March ^\»t. 

* The frantic wretch, while many a stream cf blood 
Smokes from his \voands, and paints his coat of mail, 
Raves like tiie storm, that, thundering down the vale, 
Wastes uil bduaih it wiih resistless flood.' 

Oberon. 

This afternoon was devoted to the Hospital. 
While I was conversing with H— fl-—, who cannot 
long continue, two young ladies came in to see him. 
They were dressed rather gaudily, and did not look 
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sufficiently delicate to be his sisters. I addros&ed 
myself to him and them ; after which, with his con- 
seot, 1 prayed. The gay visitors were not a little 
moved. 

In the opposite room, a yoiiug man had just died 
of the spotted fever, which was the text of my shorl 
sermon to the living. 

In the ward above, I conversed again with the 
aged Universalist, and then put my hand to the 
head of a young soldier, that 1 might awake him, 
and exhort him to prepare for speedy death. I 
thought by the spots of his countenance, tiiat he 
must soon make his exit, and perhaps before 1 could 
see him again. His eyes were quite yellow, and 
his breath offensive; but I revealed my mind. It 
struck him with some consternation ; but when the 
house is in flames and will soon be consumed, there 
is no time for the complaisant address, ' Please, Sir^ 
to awake, for the house is burning, and you may 
perish.' To cry, * Fire ! fire ! awake V is far more 
kind: and to alarm the sick is not so detrimental as 
many suppose. I warned him of hell; extiibited the 
need of his repenting, and exhorted him to pray. He 
1ms put off his armour, and his military cap lies use- 
less beside him. The warning cannot injure him ; 
and I have known a new and powerful excitement to 
prove a cure, by what physicians call a Translation of 
the Disease.* 



♦ An instance I will relate;— A Dfarort of my acqimintance 
(for such Deacons there are !) who is a(>parently as meek as , 
Moses, and of a solemn softly speech, is rich, and accustomed 
to shave notes. He loaned to a young man a large sum, which, 
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In another vfAtd a blind seaman, ^hose eyes ap. 
pear perfectly sound, was sick with 9 fever. I hare 
for three mouths observed, that he was very atten- 
tive to my discourses ; and to-day he told me, with 
many tears, that my administrations in tbe gospel had 
been of great service and consolation to bim. He 
gives good evidence of a new and tender heart. 
Directly opposite to "his bed, a deaf person, who is 
very low, was uttering his groans. He could not 
hear a word : but he keeps a small piece of slate, to 
which is tied a pencil. I therefore wrote this ques- 
tion, ** Are you a sinner Y* He can speak, and said. 



by an act of the State in which they live, against usury, was 
legally forfeited. The borrower gave ample security foe the 
principal part of the loan, but he was taken dangerously sick ; 
and the Deacon desired to get some mortgage f6r the re- 
mainder. The Deacon called to see the man, when he was 
supposed to be near death. The Nurse, aceording to the 
orders of the physicians, excluded all company. Once, and 
again, she refused to admit the Deacon ; but ihially he pleaded 
that he should like to pray with the skk youth ; and was ad- 
mitted to his chamber.' 

No sooner had he taken bis seat, than he began very mildly 
to say, ' It is thought you may die, and I should be much 
obliged to you, if yen would give me some security for my 
money.' 

Oh ! Deacon, I can't do business now," said the sick man. 
< Why, if you don't secure me now, I may lose the whole ; 
I should be glad if yon would give me * 

Oh ! don't, don't, Deacon, disturb me ! let me die in 
peace.'* 

In this manner he worried him, until he found he conld gain 
nothing ; when despairing be said, < Well, I^ will pray with 
you before I go.' 
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* a sinner ! bum ! all are sinuers ; ^es, I am a sintrer; 
for all men are/ Tbe spiritual contrast betvreea 
this, deaf man and the blind one is very great. The 
superintendant requested me to pay particular atten- 
tion to them, saying, ' There you will find The 
Contrast/ Indeed I rfid. 

A second question which I wrote was this : " 
you feel that you need a Saviour V 

He read it several times, and said, ' Ay, I think I 
am a little better : I think I shall get well yet. A 
Saviour ; hum ! God must do with me as be pleases/ 

Again I wrote, " Are you willing to pray for par- 
don T 

After some hesitation be said, * I pray for all men 
as well as myself. I pray for all mankind. [ must 
pray for my enemies/ 

I resumed my pencil. *' God be mereiful to ME 
a sinner,'^ is the chief prayer which a sinner ought 
io o£fer. He should pray for all men, even enemies, 
but for himself in particular. Are you prepared to 
die? I think that you must die soon. May God 
bless you!" 



At this hyporrisy tlio sick man was «o enraged, that be 
started up in bed, clenched his fists, and with an ^imprecation 

said, " , Deacon ! get out of my sight." The 

Deacon fled. Soon after the physicians came, and found their 
patient manifestly better. His fever liad passed the acme : 
he was iu that state of moisture Which th«y could not pro* 
duce ; but which the violent mental exertion occasioned by 
the Deacon had effected, aad from that time he recovered. 

Such cause for agitation as this I desire none may givVf 
but if the sick become anxhu9 to prepare for death, instead of 
brooding over the fenr tiwit tliey must die, the n^w mental 
stimulus will do them good, for time and eternity. 
VOL. II. N 
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A sailor's levity. 



He hastily rubbed out the last clause but one, bd2 
I put my finger od the place ; hut he would say no* 
thing about dying, except ^ I think I am a little 
better/ In answer to the rest he said, ' I thank you, 
Sir ; that is very good, that is very pretty/ 

In another ward, I visited the wounded seamen 
who were captured in the British sloop of war Pea- 
cock, by the Hornet. One had lost a leg, another 
an arm and a thumb ; another some part of the hce 
and some part of his limbs ; and all were objects 
of compassion. One said he felt it no disgrace to 
be taken by the Americans ; but if it had been by 
the French, I would never have shown my face in 
England. Why, Sir, I found it was English ship 
against English ship ; and we were fighting our own 
messmates." One told me that he did not know that 
he had lost bis hand and a part of the arm, for many 
minutes, after; 'and as for me, to be sure/ said 
anothelr who was wounded in the head, ' I did not 
know tnat I was hurt for many days after.* He in- 
tended that his consciousness of his situation was 
lost for many days. 

Soon after the sailors of the Hornet landed at 
Brooklyn, they found a peacock, belonging, it is said, 
to Commodore Chauncey, late superintendant of the 
Navy-yard. The peacock was fond of displaying 
■its tail; and the tars, who had so lately conquered the 
Peacock, declared that nothing by the name of Pecr- 
tock should have colours standing in their presence. 
To make their oath good, they caught the bird, and 
deprived him of all his long tail. Soon after I saw 
them riding through the city ; and every sailor, who 
could put his hand out of the coach-window, extended 
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to public view a feather from the peacock, in token 
of their victory. This is a sketch of the levity of a 
sailor's mind. 

Even this is preferable to the sorly revengeful 
spirit of some, who contend in national engagements. 
The sailors seem to feel no enmity against their 
enemies ; and as an honourable proof of this I would 
state, that soon after an engagement, the crew of an 
American brig of war contributed enough to purchase 
each of the captive crew a suit of clothes. 

Mr. Thomas Eddy> one of the most distinguished 
benefactors of the New York Hospital, related to 
me the following facts, which I would contrast with 
the generosity of a son of Neptune :— 

In the late defeat of the American: General Win- 
chester, a young officer of liberal education, a Vir- 
giuian, was wounded and taken prisoner. He was 
immediately recognized by a young English officer, 
who had been his intimate companion at Princeton 
College, and who was disposed to receive him with 
great cordiality. The proud spirit of the Virginian 
could not submit to receive kindness from an enemy ; 
but the Englishman, after the battle, felt the emotions 
of friendship, and solicited his academic friend, 
since he was wounded, to take a seat in his sleigh 
for Maiden, to which he must of necessity resort* 
The Virginian refused, saying, that he would never 
be indebted to an enemy. The Englishman attempted 
to soothe the mind of his former friend, and persuade 
him to accept of kindness from one who felt no 
hostility in his heart ; but it was all in vatn. ' I 
will owe nothing to an enemy,' was the reply of tbe 
unsubdued spirit af the American, and therefore lie 
V2 
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attempted to inarch for Maiden. Not far bad he 
proceeded before his strength failed, and then he 
ivas glad to present an Indian five dollars for the 
pritilege of riding his horse. The vehicle of his 
friebd was gone, and Indians were his companions ; 
but these savages are not to be trusted. Before he 
could arrive at the place of his destination, some 
Indians asked the owner of the horse, why that 
American rode. The owner replied, because he has 
paid nie. This was a su^icient inducement, and the 
wild children of the woods having watched their 
opportunity, shot the unhappy youth, who disdained 
the entreaty of his classmate. — Let us give the 
Englishman his due. 

In the evening I preached in the Almshouse. The 
room was uncomfortably full, and the dying were 
around me ; but who could be silent 1 Three different 
persons, in so many rooms, sent for me to come and 
pray with them. Two of them I have visited before. 
Some whom I instructed when last there, were dead. 
M — B — was also very grateful for renewed atten- 
tions. * My hope is,' she said with tears, * that 
God has pardoned my sins, and that he will pardon 
them.' 

With Mrs. G— H— , I prayed also. She fails 
fast ; but she says, that since I saw her last God has 
been pleased to give her some sweet communion with 
himself. Indeed, she complains of a hard heart 
still, but she seems like a little child. What she 
said, and what others uttered, I would record, but 
am exhausted. This evening concludes the first 
quarter of my services performed under the patronage 
of th€ Society for iupporting the Gospel among' the 
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Poor in the City ofNtw York. It produces so mucli 
pain to write my Journal after the fatigues of the 
day, that I am determined to write but little moi«. 
If the exhibition ialready made will net influenoe 
Christians to continue to support the gospel among 
the poor in this metropolis, nothing which I caa 
write, will have that effect. God bless his word, and 
have pity on the poor ! 

April \9t. 

Thb young soldier I found rational, and prayed 
with him ; but all the intelligence I gained from hlni 
was by his sad ' Oh ! dear ) oh ! dear !' 

While I was in the Hospital, a father brought in a 
little boy in his arms, to have the surgeon dress his 
wound. A carriage had run over him, and bruised 
his head a little above one eye, so that the skull wai 
left bare. It gave him such a violent shock; that 
fae bit off a part of his tongue. He is a fine little 
fellow, about three years old ; and when I saw hin^, 
the blood was all over his face, hands, red-fh>ck'^ 
and little boots. Parents and drivers are both to be 
censured for their carelessness. For the preventioo 
of such occurrences, it is peculiarly necessary that 
every city should have good laws and a good police. 
None should be permitted, regardless of their lellow^ ' 
citizens, to drive like Jehu through the strc'ets.. 



Aftil ^th. 

Thb English prisoners in the Hosi^itid, were 
inxiotts to have me preach this morning hi their ward. 
N 3 
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The superinteodant complied with their reqoest in 
ordering the necessary preparations; and w^en I 
had done some of them thanked me, and said they 
had not he^rd a sermon hefore for seveo years. The 
Captain of the Peacock, however, read prayers to 
them on every Lord's Day. One of the sailors, 
whose arm was taken off badly by the surgeon of the 
Peacock, and afterwards was of necessity taken off 
higher up by the surgeon of the Hornet, says, that 
if he lives to arrive in Old England, be will drink 
the health of the last operator every day of his life. 
George sung as usual, with a much ease as any who 
bad hymn-books. It pleased the prisoners much; 
and one of them observed, that ' the blind man knew 
the book fore and aft*' 

When I came away, I still heard him singing for 
them, and they will find him as well acquainted with 
91 hundred sacred songs, as they are with the rigging 
of a ship. 

. Mrs. G — H — is the very picture of death, co- 
vered with skin, and furnished with a pair of pene- 
trating eyes. "Well, Madam, how have you beea 
to-day r 

' Very miserable ! full of pain ! nothing to comfort 
me/ 

But it is the Lord's Day ; and have you not dt* 
rived some satisfaction from the contemplation of 
divine things V 

' No, my dear Sir, a person so full of pain can 
scarcely think at all. No one wants to die.' 

«' What do you most of all desire V 

' I desire to be free from pain, and be made com- 
fortable while I live, for one ivho has no hope for the 
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fbture must make the most of this life : and I am sure 
that my heart is not broken. But I can hope for 
nothing in this world/' 

* It is Satan who tempts you to despair ; and who 
takes the advantage of your natural temper and bodily 
weakness. Pray» tell me again, what you have against 
Jesus Christ.' 

« Ayj Mr. Ely, why will \ou shut my mouth 1 — 
What can I say? I have nobody else to trust iu.' 

" It seems then that you trust in kim V* 

Here the aged woman was quite cut down. Ilcr 
tenderness overflowed, she clasped her Lands, and 
bowed her head in silence. 

I prayed with a young person whom I saw on* the 
31st of the last month, She was affected willi a vio» 
lent inflammation of the lungs. I then told her, that 
she must die ; but she insisted that she had nothing 
but a bad cold. To-night she is convinced, that it is 
something worse, and feels that she must die. She is 
a young thing of no education, but that which trained 
her for lust. She resembles a handsome female, 
Mrhom I saw yesterday, whose mother sold her, for a 
time, to a gay young captain for five hundred dollars. 

When I said to her, " You are a great sinner," she 
understood me 'to use that term, sinner, as it is some- 
times used in the scriptures, for a transgressor of her 
peculiar class ; and replied, with all the honesty of 
death, " No, Sir, I have not very often. 1 am not 
but a little sinner." 

*\ speak of ail sorts of sia. You sin when you do 
not love God as you should. Have you not thought 
little of God 1 Have you not neglected many duties 
ivbicb you should have performed } You have spoken 
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it'icked words, and performed bad actions ; and iff 
ten thousand cases you have come short of the glory 
of God." 

She confessed that she had been wicked, but still 
seemed to imagine, that only one crime made a sinner; 
and for that she hoped the Almighty would forgive 
her." 

From a young woman of ardent pfety, but hiinible 
circumstances, who has often, in company with other 
ladies and some gentlemen, attended public worship 
in the Almshouse, I receired the following 

L£TT£R. 

''New-York, March 21, 1818. 

•*SlR, 

I must confess that the Lord is not confined to 
places, for I have been much refresl^ed this evening* 
I was .constrained to go to the throne of grace, and 
supplicate a blessing on the exercises of the evening ; 
and I hope and trust the Lord was with us, for you 
had a great enlargement of speech, or I bad uncom- 
mon ears to hear, for I thought you painted me out as 
the poor dejected widow* It is necessary that I 
should be humbled in the dust, for I am less than the 
least of all God's mercies. I hope you will remember 
me iu your petitions to thie throne of grace, and I 
hope and trust your hands may be held up, by all 
who love our Lord Jesus Christ. Oh 1 that tb« Lord 



* The writer waft not aware, before the reception of this 
letter, that his hearer wa« a widow, and therefore if his dis* 
eovne nether case^ it was of the Lard. . 
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would bless you in your private studies, and in your 
public ministrations. May lie grant you all tecAporul 
enjoyments, and many souls for your hire, w hicU shall 
be as stars in your crown for I think that your de- 
gree of happines will be in proportion to your conde- 
scension in this world. 1 very much regret your leav- 
ing the city; but I think j-ou have the good of soub 
at licart, and that you will be blest in whatever 
part of the vineyard you may labour. It is au arduows 
work, but yet most delightful, to stand on the walls 
of Jerusalem, and blow the gospel trumpet. May 
you be a large and lasting blessing to the church of 
Jesus Christ ! But I think the ricb» as well as poor, 
will miss you in this city. 

• " For them we pray, fer them we wait, 
To them thy great talvation shew : 
Thy barvent, Lord, is truly great. 
But faithful labourers are fow» 

O send out preacher*, grtcioui Lord,, 
Among the poorest of our race; 
Open their eyes and bless tby word. 
And call them by thy sov'reiga grace ! 

** Then shall they shout tby honored name, 
And sound thy matchless grace abroad, 
And we will join them in the theme, 
Salvation to oar risen God/' 

DOBEEL. 

Sir, I did not intend to take pay for making your 
clothes. I hope you will receive this bill again. 

Silver and gold I have not, but such as I have I give 
unto thee," for your labour of love among us. 1 hope, 
Sir, you will forgive me for the freedom I have taken 
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in sending you these unconnected lines, and pleas^ i» 
obliterate them as soon as you read them. 

Your humble servant. 



THE REPLY. 

New-York, April ^th, A. D. 1813. 
Thou poor Ruth, 

* My Master has not placed me in fcircurastanccs so 
similar to his own, while on earth, that 1 can receive 
the money which you have returned. It is your due, 
and you shall receive it. God has now disposed the 
rich to provide abundantly for me. 1 Mras poor, bat 
now I abound ; and you have nothing which does not 
come by hard labour. You must learn to regard your 
own interests. Were our Lord upon earth, I am per- 
suaded that you and Mrs. M — , and a tew other 
widows of little or no property, would be the first to 
administer to his necessities* His sustenance com- 
monly came from a few females, who were in the hum- 
bler walks of life ; for, although he dined with the rich* 
yet be took up his residence for the night with such 
families as that of Martha, and her sister, aud Lazarus. 
It was a proof of o^r Saviour's kindness, that he allow 
ed the poor to contribute of their penury, to th^ 
comfort of his human nature, for he indulged their 
benevolent feelings, and permitted them to enter into 

the fellowship of his sufferings," and of his be- 
neficence : but remember that Jesus was then, as he is 
BOW, the Heir of all things, the Disposer of all events, 
and would not suffer the poor widow to become ul- 
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tifflately poorer, in temporal things, by giving him 
bread. 

Could you prove, that it was your duty to give me 
ten dollars, I would take them, in confidence that 
God would refund the very same sum; but never until 
then. 

Let me tell you, that I have never found but two or 
three rich persons, whom I thought were likely to be 
too liberal, although 1 have found multitudes of them 
indiscreet in their chanties; but among the industrious 
poor I have often found, that the ardently pious per- 
form more than their resources will justify. When T 
have seen you and Mrs. M — relieve many, with whom 
vre have prayed, I can hardly say which predomiuated 
in my mind, the pleasure of seeing them comforted, of 
the fear that you would go beyond your ability. 
You cannot relieve all the misery with which you will 
meet. Often, very often, within the last three years, 
I have seen a poor miserable female, with parched 
lips and burning tongue, whom medicine could not 
save, but whom a shilling might have furnished with 
something more suitable than the coarse brown fare, 
which is too good for lazy paupers, but not good 
enough for the vilest of the vile, when they nright 
receive a drop of consolation on the bed of death : but, 
alas ! I had not a shilling in the world ! 

Now these times are over, and I hope in God 
that they never will return. Be assared that I duly 
estimate your intended kindness to me, and your 
actual beneficence to many among whom I labour in 
doctrise. 
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MuY the Lord always have you in his holy keepiug^ 

and cuuii'ort your widowed heart ! 

E. S.ELY. 

Mr-M^ H— L-. 



April 1th. 

In nine ward? of the Hospital, 1 hare this afternoon 
Tisited many afflicted with divers diseases ; but the 
most distressing cases are those of the spotted feTer, 
and of a labourer, who fell from a second story, and 
fractured his skull. I conversed with an Afiican of 
about thirty, who told me, that in his native land, from 
which he was stolen, he never heard, never thought of 
a God, nor of a Saviour. I laboured to give him 
some notion of Him who made all things ; and finally 
succeeded, by turning his attention to a machine for 
half- raising him in bed. He perceived that the ma- 
chine did not make itself, and that it must have been 
made by some one. In this manner I led him to think 
of the first man, and of all other beings. 

A native of Portugal was yesterday confessed, at bis 
countrymen say, and received the wafer ; but he was 
dissatisfied, and desired to see some minister " who 
could tell him something.'' He listened to me, and 
requested me to pray. 

An African, I found far gone with the prevalent 
fever, who said a few rational things, and then told 
me, That be had lately found out how he came by 
his disease : one Mr. Jennings had put him under a 
spell, and produced it." 

It was useless to converse with him any longer and 
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I tarned to others. Captain P — , a very exemplary 
and pious mau^ who has long resided in the Hospital^ 
yfu reading to the blind sailor, whose eyes tffemr 
perfectly good, but are useless. The captain cannot 
see with one eye, and with the other, aided by a broken 
spectacle, but a little. He made out, however, to 
read, so that his afflicted companion could hear. Ood 
Ins given him the spirit of prayer and supplication, 
and he literally looks upon Him, whom his sins have 
pierced, and mourns and weeps, as one mourns for an 
only child, and is in bitterness for a first-born. It 
hasbeoi good forliim that God sent him to tite Hoi- 
pitil 

Anether sailor, who is almost well, reqnejyted to have 
particular conversation with me, that he might b« 
more perfectly instructed. He tells me that bis at- 
tention was particularly arrested by a diseovrs^r, nnhhh 
I delivered many weeks ago, from this Anrf M 
seemed asone that mocketh*'' Ef^er Sff»e« Im Imm bf #i» 
more than usually impressed with &mm UuiU, hh4 
the preaching of the word. 

In the eveDiBg, I presehed m fb^ Mm4ff¥fi4^, t 
full audience, wmi beard mmj hfmm, wkf^h ^ht^ 
bought for a ccafa-pieee aei nmii. I ^^^^^^ h^^if^ 
to visit the Eagliib fthmm fMm^if^w, i^ ^^y^ /a 
fuest, and siagiwttcMu Th^ m m ^4 Mh v4 
eapresied rfmoat krfiuawrliuM^ ^ m 

preachiagtDtbeaiMiAii!:ftMi» Wv%«^' 

I am fvc^ tfnc mm wkkv anf^ M H tm 4frif h 
fight thcscMi^ ufM AiveM)} ^¥4m(t Am^tf 

against tbeai; 1w flMf 'IUm^^/ mm^mh h m 
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j^pril 11th. 

tsiou iialf pai^t eight in the morning until half pait 
nine o'clock in the evening of this Sabbath, I have 
been engaged, as I was during the last Lord's Day, in 
41 round of preaching and praying. During the ia^t 
fpart of public worship in the Almshouse, an aged wo- 
man, who heard the sermon, appeared to die on her 
seat. Whether she will awake again ip this life to 
continue is uncertain* 

While Mr. C 11 prayed in one ward of the colon^ 

td people, a young woman awoke in great distress, and 
groaned with pain. After he had concluded, I s^sked 
lier if «he could join in that prayer ; and she answered 
"Yes." 

* But do you pray yourself r 

"No;' 
. '^WJiynotr 

" I don't kpow how,'' she cried, with tears, "and I 
sin eyery day of my life." 

This person feels wretched indeed. She has losjt 
her natural sight, and says her heart is blinder stil). 
. Another coloured woman we found, who is very d\L 
{event in her statie of mind. She is a member of the 
Firsit Presbysterian church ; and I think I never saw 
a more l^umble creature. She suffers mucfaf ; but says 
that she is willing to suffer a^ much more as God may 
please to lay upon her. I feel confident, that there is 
no jChriKtianin affluence, who would -not feel himielf 
reproYied by her gratitude to God, by her patience^ 
and by the great satisfaction which she feel4 tn being 
brought* near to the Lord, eyen by her affli^tionsi. 

So many attend on my discourses from without the 



Almshouse, that they exclqde some of the pQpr, v^ho 
attempt to pr^ss into the room ; apd I was tl^erefoi^-. 
obliged to tell the gate-keeper not to admit these ti^i^t 
tors io future. I should be happy to preaeb to t^cni, 
for they are persons of all ranks in society, and they . 
a,re sinners; but in the Almshouse the Gpspei m^sj^ 
first be preached to the poor. 

t ' 

April I3th. 

Frequently I have conversedwith J. D. D — 
the old Universalist, since I have made any record of 
bfs conTcrsatton. The other day he told me, that 
when I first addressed him, he thought me one of 
tlie physicians, or he should not have made soiree 

-with me. "i;'f:sr.kG^5», ho>vever, iti to isizv.y 
cuss ions. I requested him to write me, andsfate 
what were his serious thoughts, on his bed» aboiit 
the future state. He has complied, and his letter 
follows. 

Parson Ely. 

•* New Forif Hospital, April mh, 1813. 

« Sir, 

** As you have requested my sentiments on a future 
state, I shall endeavour to answer you in a short 
paragraph. 

My thoughts are, that when a m^n depfirU lh|| 
life, if he is a righteous man, h« goes tq Htaveit; iHit 
if he is wicked, he goes to Hell, without redemptioa? 
there to be puuisbed for his sins, to the endless fige* 
of eternity. 
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" As for DII7 6wd part, I well know, that I am a sfir^ 
■er 1k>ni, and still so remain. Without the help of 
the blessed Saviour, I am ruined for ever. 

** When I pray, the tempter draws my attention to 
some worldly business, to persuade me from the great 
and Almighty God. By a strong sense of my own 
guilt, I know that 1 am a sinner, and have only one 
way to be saved ; that is, through the blessed Jesus 
Christ. This bed of affliction has brought me to 
know the want of a Saviour, who I am in great hopes 
will teach roe to pray the right way. I feel my desire 
grow stronger for religion. The more good I hear^ 
the more 1 want to hoar. The first time I heard your 
discourse, I seemed to have a strong regard Ibr f he 
speaker. This was the first time I had any taste for 
xelicioB* I ehall b« very glad to have 9onrc private 
talk with you ; so you must excuse me, for I have 
written my thoughts. I shall be glad to sec your 
answer. 

^* I remain your well-wisher, through Christy 

« J. D. D 

KSPLT. 

New York, April Uth, 1813. 

Aoftj) Friend, 

''If you verily believe that it shall be well with the 
righteous, and ill with the wicked, your faith will 
influence your conduct, and afford such evidence of 
its existence as the scriptures require. But if any 
one professes to believe in a future judgement, and yet 
lives in a thoughtless, prayerless, heedless manner. 
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the truth is not iu bim. I am pJeAsed to b^ve it frov 
your own pen, that you do believe the scriptural c)pi^ 
trine of rewards a»d pu^isbwent^. If jiOif Yfff^f from 
serious redectioq» I em ^^k^ly credit y^r a^sc/tiofp* 
Ib9t you feiel yo<»rse^ ft needy aad faeiple$« sippff* 
Why is it that mtu cim taU^ prpi»dly iig^ijist divipe 
truth before their wickied asso<;iatef, bi^t c^n^ot miljr 
persuade themselves to commit the sain^ langi^^ige tp 
writing] Are they ash#ned to b^ve ^at riead 4^4 re- 
membered, which they speak jwid^edly ag;ainst Gpd ? 
Let them remember, th^t all tbeir >p^cbes, ^ wU 4* 
writings, «re recorded in the men^ciry of tb^ii* iinal 
Judge, Why are many ^f the pat^f ^^s in ^hfQ j^pspit/il 
willing to use sucb kaguagj^ )Me$^r# oqo ^^otb^, ^ 
they would not adopt before me t )¥by Mf<H»lf) yoy, 
my old friend, say that to the pjby^aa< W^ffk y9f^ 
would aot say to tfie minister | J)rutA ,tbe 
whether it be tfild t^. apofj^ier or npy/ieij^ Y9V 4b9f^ 
never say my tja'mg abo«t reliigjon to f py ope« w^cM 
you would not say to Jehovah, were he pren^nt Ijbe 
visibly person of Jesus Cb^js^ 

" U you intjei^ ^hat youMv^ V^ltlev, yoij jrepe^^i 
tlie past, and you will beu^#>f)^ fe4^ t/? pjijdf |r y^^r 
conversation arighjL You will . speak ao|d act ^e 
presence of «11, one who hfik^y^ ^at rf l^pR if « 
serious business. 

" Never agjain deny the doctrine of future punish- 
ments, for you perceive that sjinners are punished 
here under the government of the good God ; and if 
they die in a state of impotence, his goodness will 
not deliver them from their present state of suffering, 
but hisjustice wiU increase its evils/nntil they shall 
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be made as miserable as thej have made themselres 
ftioful. 

You speak the truth, when you attribute many of 
the temptations which you experience to the influence 
of Satan. Men speak more truth than they Imagine 
they do, when they sometimes thoughtlessly say, '*The 
Devil is in you !" If you have discovered, that the 
'«nemy of all good is suffered to trouble you, it will be 
your business to resist him, by prayer, pious medita« 
lion, and the perusal of the Bible, ivith other pious 
books, that he may flee from you. 

'',The name of Jesus is an ever-grateful theme to me. 
You need not fear to ask of him all the spiritual 
blessings which you' want. Your sins are many ; but 
the blood of Christ is sufficient to cleanse those who 
believe, from all sin. Now be entreated to confess 
your iniquities to him ; and accept of him for idl the 
purposes for which he offers himself to you ; for par- 
don, righteousnes, sanctification, salvation, and ever- 
lasting life. 

''If you have written to me in good earnest what you 
think, may Grod bless you ! and if you have written 
merely for amusement^ may God bless you ! so that 
by any means you may receive spiritual benefit 
'through the Lord's minister, and the friend of your 
soul, 

E. S. ELY.- 



AprilUth. 

A F£W we^ks since, a gay and thoughtless young 
providentially took up Tbe Journal of the 
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Stated Preacher to the Hospital and Almshouse, for 
181V' And was so much interested in it, that he im. 
mediately purchased a copy. It was the means of 
awakening his serious attention to the concerns of his 
soul. At that time he was a stranger to me ; but one 
of his relatives made me acquainted with his situa- 
tion» and requested me to visit him. To-day the 
request was renewed in the name of the young man^ 
and I visited him. Never before has he desired to 
see any preacher of the gospel; and since he ba« 
hitherto attended public worship in no church, he 
belongs to my diocese. Of his eternal salvation, 
there is much reason to hope. 

This will compensate me abundantly for the little 
labour which that book cost. One soul is of infinite 
value ; and to be the instrument of saving it, is an 
infinite honour. 



April leth. 

Tp-DAY I have made a Missionary tour through 
many rooms in the Hospital and Almshouse. The 
blind sailor h, in my opinion, a Christian indeed ; 
and is so grateful for the preaching of the gospel, 
that the Orderly-man says, that the poor fellow will 
weep at the mention of my name. He is full of 
contrition, bnmility, and affection. It is not in vaia 
that God has sent me to proclaim, in the name of 
Jesus, 'liberty to tbe captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound ; to preach good 
tidings unto tbe n^ek; to bind up the broken- 
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hearted; to proclaim the acceptable year the 
Lord.' 

Not many days ago, ao iiQl&nown l^y ^ei^t me a 
bundle of Catechibms to distribute ; for which I thank 
her iu the name of the poor, who hare this afternoon 
received them. 



April iUth. 

The occurrences and services of this holy Sab- 
bath, from morning until evening, have been nearly 
"the same with many which have preceded. From 
the thirteen past hours, take three for iptermission, 
and the remaining ten have been emplpyed by the 
writer in public worship. He ought to get good^ ^nd 
do good. May the Lord help him ! 

April 22d. 

While preceding out .corpse to the grare Ibis 
afternoon, I saw three coffins pass us in procession ; 
and heard the noisy little boys who ran afteir us ex- 
claim, Huzza, huzza, here are two burials meif One 
not accustomed to the rej^eated deaths of a metro- 
polis, will very justly infer from this^ that fnortalfty 
makes very little impression on the liring. Well i 
remember, that once I could not endure to s^, mueh 
less to touch a corpse; but now, from fkmiliari^ 
with the grave, nothing deeply ail>ects nie but sack 
considerations as relate to the soul,- tad its'etersal 
happiness or misery. The immortal interests of oap 
have not become of apparently less imporlaiioei 
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neither do I feel less than formerly upon this sub- 
ject ; but I could dissect a corpse without a tear; 
and, if necessary, without a trembling hand. ' Habit/ 
says an oid proverb, ' conquers all things.' 

Another illustration of this remark, we have in a 
son of one of the Euglish prisoners from the Pea- 
cock. The child is about four years of age. During 
the action with the Hornet, this little boy was chasing 
a goat between deeks to ride it. Not at all terrified 
by destruction and death all around him, he pei> 
sisted, till a cannon-ball came between him and the 
goat, which took off both her hind legs ; when, 
seeing her disabled, he jumped astride her, crying, 
JSow I've cauf^ht you ! 

Many, many, whose sins are more in number than 
the htiirt of their head, are as thoughtless of ^eatb 
and its consequences as he was. 



April 24lh. 

I VISITED the Hospital to-day, and prayed in 
three wards* It is a dying time there. Two per- 
sons have just departed ; and I had to inform two 
more that their days are numbered. One of them 
is the largest and stoutest young man I ever saw. 
He has lost one eye, and with the other wept, while 
I conversed with him. Probably he did not live an 
hour after I left him. The other was spitting blood. 
He told me that he had horrors of conscience, and 
feit himself a sinner ; but did not know any thing 
about the manner in which a sinner could be saved. 
Of coarse he had need of a teacher ; and very humbly 
thanked me for preaching Jesus and the new life. 
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April 25lk. 

In half an hour after I left that young SaoipsiMi 
yesterday, he was taken with the black vomit, and 
died. 

To-day I have preached fonr times ; and in tin 
whole to at least two thousand different hearers 
One of the sermons was about forty minutes it 
length, one thirty, and the other two an hour each 
I cannot complain of any inattention in my audience 
and some of the lost females I saw weeping. 



April 21th. 

Thb bliDd sailor in the Hospital gives most 
factory evidence that he possesses a broken and coi 
trite heart, lie was never deeply impressed unt 
about six weeks since, when it pleased God to seu 
a message, by my preaching, to his heart. 

J*. D. D — is about Leaving the Hospital; f(n 
when 1 was quitting his room, followed me to than 
me privately, and express his respect for my mini 
trations. 

After 1 had visited most of the rooqns, I passed Cl 
door of the lost ones without entering, I waa 8€i 
for, however, by one who formerly laughed at B 
instructions. Not long alter she entered upon li 
vile course, her friends carried her hone to a i 
spectable father and kind mother. They attempti 
to detain her by force ; but she made her escape, ai 
returned to her old profession. One year ago si 
was well-favoured, smooth, fair, and of a full bab 
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Now she is so reduced, that the familiar eye can 
scarcely discern in her face, full of dishououral^le 
soars, the same person: but she is humbled, and 
I almost forget what she B'a». For several weeks 
she has been attentive to my discourses, when her 
feeble frame could scarcely support her. To>day 
sb« asked after tlie way of life with tears. The 
result of my experience is such, in relation to thii 
class of per^ns, that I deem this a correct motto : 
Indulge little hope of any of them, but despair of 
n<me. 

April 2mh. 

This erening I preached again in the Almshouse, 
in such an atmosphere as has made me almost sick. 



April ^Oth. 

My invaluable friend Dr. Romeyn, being in. a poor 
state of healthy I preached for him this evening. 



Ma^ 2d. 

Thrbe times to-day 1 have proclaimed ft CkkViotir ; 
{and in addition have visits and prayed in two ni^Vds 
fOf the Aimskottse. 



This iiM^ruii^ I visited three wards in the tlH- 
pitaJL I9 one i conversed with an afflicted woman^ 
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who was a short time since iu affluence ; and who if 
now learning the difficult lesson of being patient 
in adrersity. In another I saw an afflicted youog 
gentleman, Mr. C — , weep at his sins which are past; 
and heard him express his firm resolution of devoting 
his spared life to the service of his God. 

In the third room I prayed with the young 
woman whom I saw on the 27th of the last month. 
She was perfectly sensible^ but was in the agonies of 
death. 

The writer feels exhausted with labour, and will 
here leave the sick for a few weeks to others, that he 
may, once in two years, revisit the place of his nsr 
tivity, and the parents who gave him biith. 



May 22d. 

Yesterday the writer returned to the city, zni 
to-day visited the Almshouse and Hospital. While 
he prayed in one rqom, two prostitutes, whom he 
never saw before, burst into tears; and one of them 
said, she knew that she was a sinner, but knew 
nothing of the way of salvation. One at the Hos- 
pital said, * Sir, we have had a fast since you have 
been gone.' They seem to be in high spirits at his 
return. It is a little remarkable, that not an iiidi< 
vidual died at the Hospital, during his abseiice from 
the city. The superintendaat does not remember 
that so long a time ever elapsed there before without 
a death. To-day, howevei^^he saw a corpse cailied 
out, which warned him to return to his labour* 
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May 

I HAVE to-day, preached three times, and visited 
several sick persons* My poor charge are proba« 
bJy more attached to me than any other people will 
ever be. They welcome me with smiles, tears, and 
jjrayers. 



May 

The Rev. Jacob Broadhead, whose plainness and 
ardent zeal my poor people love, made an exchange 
with me this evening. He preached in the Alms- 
house, and I in the North Dutch Church. 



May Vlth. 

Last night, after ten o'clock, I was called to visit 

Mrs. A , an assistant matron of the Almshouse^ 

who was, as she thinks, converted, through my instru- 
mentality, about two years ago. For some time she 
has been a member in fiill communion with the Re« 
formed Dutch Church I found her on one side motion- 
less, and much shattered in mind ; but all her conver- 
sation was about Christ and his people. Her attach- 
ment to the writer is very great. She calls for him at 
frequent intervals, and although she has children, yet 
proffers him, in her partial, but momentary delirium^ 
all that she possesses. 

This morning I found her more composed in mind, 
and more at rest in body^ from the progress of ber.dis- 
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ease. She said, alluding to the communion in the 
Dutch church, which is approaching, ' I hoped to break 
bread with you soon, dear Sir, but I am ready to de- 
part. I hope he will take me soon.' A pious woman 
Came to see her, and she desired that she might be 
raised up " to talk with one of the people of God.** 

In the Hospital too I visited many, and particularly 
the blind sailor, ' who is my own son in the faith» 
He is certainly a signal monument of divine grace. 

On the last Sabbath, Mr. C — listened to my dis- 
course, and in one part of it, I could perceive, that 
be was very deeply affected. To-day 1 found him 
thoughful and tender. The spotted fever left some 
extravasated serum in the thorax, as it did in the 
case of the vigorous H — H — , which becoming puss, 
produced ulcerations in the lungs. One of the lobes 
of the lungs of H — H — was found, on examination 
after death, to have been wholly consumed* Mr. C — 
seems to be in the same situation : but he flatters hhn* 
self that he has no serious pulmonary complaint. 

To state to him my own opinion, and that of his 
physician, I find very difficult ; but I prepared the 
way this morning by prayer and conversation, as well 
as I could. 



May 

After condading my third public service, I visited 
three rooms in the Almshouse, and prayed in each of 
them. The conversation with many was very similar , 
to that which has been related on former occasions. 
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While I was preaching to night, a man nrmtterecl, so 
as to be heard by all, " O A — n the stuff! I don»t 
want to hear any more of it V After a short pauie, 
I said, It is my duty to preach Christ, whether men 
will hear, or forbear.* After this he was still ; and 
during the greater part of the discourse attended to 
the speaker. 



By request, I went to No. 26, Harman St reef » 
to yisit a sick woman ; and behold I found the 
Irish mother, of whom some account has been given 
in my first Journal. She has three small children 
living ; and about a month since left the Almshouse^ 
to live by her own industry. She obtained a comforts 
able room, and was doing well ; but oue day last weeb^ 
worked harder than her strength would allow, got 
wet in the rain, and HOW has a violent fever. Some of 
the Lord's poor seem to be doomed to perpetual 
afflictions. May not the person who enjoys almost 
uninterrupted prosperity, ask. In astonishment/' Why 
am I exempted 1 Gracious God ! Why hast thou made 
us to differ ? 



June^d. 

Pbeach&d in the Almshouse, and visited as 
usual. 
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June Qth. 

To-day I hare preached! three times, but I begin 
to think that the labour is more than I can bear iu 
the warm season. In a hymn-book ivhich I used in 
the Almshouse, during public ivorship, and which I 
gave to a pious woman not long since, I found this in- 
scription, which she had procured to be wTitten, I 
believe by her little son : — 

" MARY BRASHER'S BOOK ; 

SACRED 

To the Memory of 
THE REV. E. S. ELY." 

It was intended for respect; and I was not ashamed 
to read this concise monumental praise : I would not 
wish another word added to my future tomb-stone. 

June Qth. 
FSEACHED in the Almshouse. 

June 9th 

Delivered the discourse at the Missionary Prayer- 
Meeting. 
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June 

TwBNTY-SBVEN yean ago to-day» I was brought^ 
a feeble infant, with a polluted nature, into the 
apostate family pf Adam ; but the grace of God hat 
put me into the Christian minbtry. 

I have preached my valedictory discourses* in three 
places to day ; and was principally grieved, on the 
occasion, by the loud wailing of the poor people. 
Never would I wish to be more beloved by any people ; 
never would I wish again to have my departure 
from any place so deeply regretted, as the present 
has been, by the aged men and women, in the Alms- 
house. 

It was necessary for me to get away from them as 
fast as possible, for I wept, and they were likely to 
deluge me with tears. 

May God bless the poor, and provide for them ; and 
to his name shall be all the praise for ever! 



* Those who may wisli to kuow why I left New York, and 
whither I went, will find their curiosity gratified, by consolt- 
iag History of Ecclesiastical Proceedings relative to the 
Third Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia,** which has been 
^iven to the public by General John Steele, Collector of 
the Port of Philadelphia, and Mr. William M^Corrb, £dit»t 
•f the Freeman's Joomal.'* 
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PART I. 



THE FIRST REPORT 

Of the Trustees of the Society for Supporting the 
Gospel among the Poor, in the City of New York. 

''And unto the Poor the Gospel is preached/' was 
a decisive evidence adduced by the divine Redeemer 
to assure John Baptist, that he was indeed the 
Messiah, who brought uigh the kiugdom of Heaven 
unto nieo. 

•*To satisfy the afflicted soul," the Evangelical 
Prophet declares to be one effectual mean of procihr- 
ing the blessing of the most High. 

Poverty, sickness, and distress, with their scorpion 
scourge, will drive their victims to those abodes which 
Humanity provides for the children of Affliction.' 
Thither the foot of Pride refuses to direct its steps ; 
there the full haart of Prosperity finds no scenes, 
corresponding with a sense of selfish gratification. , 

Obscure and neglected, the sufferers would have 
pined in despondence, had not the religion of Jesus, 
by softening the heart, subduing the pride, and ex- 
citing the sympathy of man, taught her disciple " t* 
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weep with those who weep," and, like their divine 
Master, " to preach the glad tidings of salvation to 
the poor." 

Under the banner, and in obedience to the precepts 
of this benign religion, "The Society for supporting 
the Gospel among the Poor in the City of New York,*' 
was instituted, at the close of the year 1812. 

On the 23d of December last, nine trustees* were 
elected to manage the concerns of the Society, who, 
out of their own number, chose, on the following day, 
m President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

They appointed for their Preacher, the ReVi 
Ezra Stilbs Ely, who had for some yeart before 
voluntarily devoted a great portion of his time to 
preaching in the Almshouse and Hospital. Bye-laws 
were framed and adopted, and a Committee of Supe^ 
inteudance appointed to promote the obj^t of the 
Society, during the recess of the Board, to whom 
they were required to report at each Quarterly Meet* 
ing. 

The Rev. Mr. Ely continued his services from the 
1st of January until the 1st of July last, when he re- 
signed his appointment in consequence of a call ia 
Providence to change the place of his residence. 



• Tlie following Gentlemen were the Trustees elected : 
Henry Rutgers, President, Leonard Blsbcksr^ 
Joel Post, Treasnrer, Richard DuryrEi 

John E. Caldwell, Secretary, Isaac Heyer, 
Benjamin Strong, and 
John R. Murray, Divib BsTiiuNa. 
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The tears and remonstrauces of his humble charge 
testified the value of his services, and confirmed the 
Trustees in the propriety of their choice. 

From the first of July, the Rev. John Stanford, 
who bad been already partially employed, was ap- 
pointed Stated Preacher of the Board. His labours 
have been faithful and abundant ; and there is rea- 
son to hope have proved a blessing unto some« at 
leasts of those who have heard the gospel from his 
lips. 

Permission having been granted by tlie regular 
authorities, the Trustees have paid a special atten- 
tion to the destitute in the Almshouse, the Hospital, 
and Debtors' Prison. Besides preaching alternately 
in those places, Mr. Stanford extends his labours 
to the State Prison, the Military Hospital at Grcen- 
%vich, and Magdalen House, and a few times to the 
Bridewell. 

He usually preaches eight sermons in a week ; that 
is, four on the Lord's Day, and four on other d^ys ; 
besides which, he makes frequent visits for the pur- 
poses of prayer, conversation, and instruction to the 
sick, the afflicted, and the dying. Eight hundred 
dollars a year, is the salary allowed by the Board to 
their stated preacher. Many interesting instances 
of deep and solemn convictions of sin, awakened in 
the minds of the prisoners and the poor, have been 
related to the Committee of Superintendance. At 
these facts, with others known to the Board, will 
very probably be presented to the public in a small 
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Tolumf, the Trustees decline the- iaiertioh of tben 
in their Report to the Society. 

The Treasurer's Account Current, iivhich is an- 
nexed, will exhibit the state of the funds. 

The Trustees close their Report, congratulating 
the Society on the prospect of usefulness^ and ex- 
pressing their assured hope, that such an Institution 
will enjoy the blessing of God, and the support of all 
those who love and believe the compassionate Saviour, 
who said, ' Blessed are the merciful^ for they shall 
obtain mercy.' 

By order of the Board of Trustees, 



DIVIE BETHUNE, 
LEONARD BLEECKER, 
Xiw York, November ^0, 1813. - 



Committee. 
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PART II. 



SOME ACCOUNT 

OF 

AN ACTRESS. 



LETTER FROM AN ACTRESS TO HER MOTHER. 

Afii; Forit, July 28^A, 1816. 

My dear Mother, 

Long have I been looking for m Ictfer frbm • 
you or my brother, and have been disappointed. 
1 hope this silence is not owing to illness or dia» 
pleasure. 

It was my wish to have paid you a visit, but the 
expence I could not very well afford. There was a 
gentleman here who would have taken me on ; but I 
feared the slander of my foes. He may call od 
you. 

My dear mother, I wish to return ; but it appears 
there is an invisible power that governs my actions, 
over which I have no controul. Whether that in« 
iluence will terminate in good or ill, is yet to be 
proved. 1 entreat you to pray for me. The prayers 
of the good will ascend to the throne of God ; and 
in mercy to your sufferings I may be saved. 
Should it please the Almighty to cut the frail thread 
of my existence^ I shoald be happy ; for 1 have had 

vou II. ^ 
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my trials aud telttptatkms. When I look to what 
I might have been, and what I now am, my heart 
is ready to break : l>ut reflection is fruitless ; and 
I sometimes think my wishes* so contrary to your 
commands, could not have been accomplished, but 
for some wise purpose. 'The ways of Heaven are 
inscrutable. 

Mother, be not unhappy on my account; fmt'^ 
do not neglect me so much as not to aiisw^t'^Ms 
letter. • - ' • J i-* 

My boarding is now but three dollars ^ aiid I iMt 
been economical. I enclose you a bill to p?hf*&t 
p#9ta^e, mt of ^Uofa l wirii you would let WilHiii 
pay a trifle that I owe a person at Mrs* M^^^^^^^ 
It is not jquite a dolkr. • Give my respects tO:lft«li^ 
and ask Betsy to write* Remember me to my-fVitMi. 
I had forgotten that I owe P— M'E— otie ^IMIir, 
which I shall send her. Give my love to my brtrtker 
and sister; and let me entreat you to write MA. 
Send me all the news* that concerns my friends.. Ask 
Mrs. P — why she don't write. 

I hope you -have good health. I wish • you coald 
go into the country. This time last year I was with 
Mrs.X— If it would please her I would ^rite. 

I shall conclude this long letter with prayers ior 
your happiness-and health. Adieu. ^ 

Yeur affectionate daughter, 

L^M-^. 

'DlftDdtiCie asltefore. ^ 



^NbtMrs.*M — £ 
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LETTER FROM RET. E. S. fiLY To MISS L— M-^. 

Phikdelphia, August eth, 1814. 

YeuR affectiooate, afflicted^ but prayerful, 
mother, Miss M — » has made me partially acquainted 
with your character and: ciccumstauces. She haa 
hoDoured me so favas to fa^clieve that I poase^ss some 
pbilautbropy ; aud that^ from the favourable opixvoa 
which yott have formed of me, by ceadiag my Jouroali^ 
aod hearing me preacb a few times, I might possiblj^ ^ 
asert some influence for the beuefiit of your immortal. 
smI. Ob! if this weire possible^ it would add % 
sew source. ^ pleasure to my life; and I should ba 
^ ^k8gble4 with the satisi&iettoii and 6omfort whieli \ 
jftm and your mother would then mutually experience. 
Bot I am told that you are handsome, and have met 
with considerable approbation in your theatsaoal 
career! This is almost sufficient to banish every 
incipient hope of being useful to you ; foi few can 
be contented with the realities of plain and peaceful 
life, who know that they are pretty, and applauded. 

Shall I then here fold up my paper, and sigh, 
' Ay ! she is lost for ever !' Certainly you are not 
far from destruction ; but your last tender letter to 
your parent, encourages some faint persuasion that 
you may be rescued from contaminating scenes ; from 
bewitching, delusive, destructive pursuits ; from that 
path to temporal and eternal misery, which few that 
have entered ever retrace. 

You retain, nevertheless, a tender regard for yotur 
mother's health and peace ; you respect bet for hc^ 
piety, and desire her prayers; you have a strong 
C2 
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sense of justice, in relation to pecuniary obligations ; 
you still cherish your reputatim for purity ; and you 
declare that you even wish to. return. These cir- 
cumstances combined^ present such a prospect as in* 
duces me to think, that my compliance with your 
mother's request, in writing to you, may^ not prove 
like the al tempt to soothe the angry tempest, by the 
soft modulatious of the harp. You will certainly 
excuse me for writing, if you do not approve my mo- 
tives and sentiments ; for it is your very dear, and 
truly deserving mother, who has twice urged it. ' ' 

Let me then come to the point. If you wfsh i& 
return^ why do you not return? Your mother "^(ft* 
treats, and your conscience urges. A most cdrdi^l^ 
welcome awaits you, whenever you please to relinquish*, 
the stage. She would .gladly toil, not only for ttie 
maintenance of herself and your younger sisters, btit 
/oi your support. She would become a slave,, that 
you, her eldest, might be a ladj/, could she thereby 
rescue her daughter from that misery and ruin which 
she is confident must, sooner or later, overtake all 
unprotected and giddy females, who are inmatcs^ of 
the green-room. - 

Might T not < appeal to your own conscience as a 
witness, to prove that- yours is a dangerous situa- 
tion? You are perpetually exposed to the'ai^s of 
unprincipled and diseased meu ; and a chaste acfr^H^ 
among a thousand, would be a prodigy that might 
astonish the world ! Return, then, unhappy L— , to 
your mother, and resolve to escape the ' temptatioiis 
which surround y6u : VesolVe- to labour rather for 
a scanty subsistence, than connive at vice, if not 
actually participate in all the licentiousness wbieb 
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renders the theatre enchanting to the dehauchee and 
courtesan, that you may obtain the fleeting, accursed 
prosperity of the ungodly. Better would be a diimar 
of herbs, and robes of sackcloth^ with the amiles 
your mother, the peace of your own conscience, and 
the approbation of your final Judge, than the moat 
sumptous entertainment, the gayest apparel, and the 
worthless admirers, which might be obtained by a 
long life of celebrity for wit, refinement, inimitable 
^loqucuM(s, and peerless beauty. What would be your 
ultimate gain, should you sell your person to the beat 
s^vautnge, and your talents for the richest ' benefit 1* 
Cpuld you then live happily, or die with either hoffi 
or resignation. 

ypu must not, however, calculate upon pre-emiaant 
rjank in your profession ; for should you continue ill 
H, which I pray you may not, you have merely to ex- 
pect, for a little while, such a portion as you at present 
liave ; and when your powers and health shall decline, 
with premature old age, or something worse, the maa 
who have flattered, fostered, and promoted you, will 
cait you away, to perish in the streets. 

But it appears/' you write to your iqother, thai 
^'tbere is an invisible power which goveras your actiona, 
over which you have no controul/' Is this designed to 
deceive the heart of your fond and forsaken patent I 
Can afae believe in the wretched doctrines of fatalisB, 
which i^oostituti^ the religion of the thefttre? JSq, im, 
yomg lady ! be boneat, and assnee youraelf, aa wa^ 
as her, that 

</Qiprtaits|img<)#>MMl^tti^ wiHi^C^^eyV 
83 



186 



APPENDIX. 



God does, indeed, governs all beings, in such a 
vianner as to allow them freedom of thought and 
action, but he does not impel you to do evil; If any 
invisible agency, besides your own heart's attachment 
to an illicit pursuit, prevents you from returning to 
the protection of her who bore you, it must be the 
Devil ; and I advise you to resist him as soon as pos- 
sible. ' You have as much controul over the action of 
' returning home as of ascending the stage. 

Whether the influence of your mind, or of the Devil, 
or of both, in devoting you to your present mode of 
life, " will terminate in good or ill," is not "yet to be 
proved," for it is great and dangerous ill now ; but 
whether you will be prevailed upon to leave the so- 
ciety of the worthless, and associate with the good; 
iivhether you shall be an heir of Misery, er a daughter 
of never-ceasing Felicity, is yet to be ascertained by 
.yourself and your friends. 

. Why should you ask your mother's prayers, if you 
will not pray for yourself] She prays God, however, 
;for those things which you do not supplicate, that yoo 
may be reclaimed, and may become a respectable, 
useful, happy woman. Were your prayers to unite 
.with iter's in relation to these objects, they would soou 
be answered to the joy of her bleeding heart. At 
.aay rate, should your mother never behold you again 
with satisfaction, her fervent petitions would return 
.with balmy peace into her own bosom. She shall not 
pray in vain, so far as she is concerned ; . but you may 
not be improved by her tears and intercessions. 

"Should it please the Almighty to cut the frail 
thread of your existence" in this life, before you are 
brought to love and obey the Lord Jesus Christy in« 
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Stead of being happy, instead of escaping trials and . 
temptations, you would drop like lead into the abyss 
of everlasting misery. You are not prepared for 
death, and do not consider its consequences. It 
would be no consolation to leave your present mortifi- 
cations and sorrows, for everlasting contempt, un- 
ceasing agony of conscience, and the sensible indig- 
nation of the Holy God. Oh ! think of this warning, 
and before it is too late, return unto the Lord with 
weeping. ^ 
I am glad that you contrast your present situation in 
life with what it might have been; and I conjure yoa 
to compare it, with what it may yet be. You may yet 
be restored to.the favour of your good mother, and to 
the friendship of the excellent ones of the earth ; may 
yet become a beloved wife to some suitable man, who 
may pay you every kind attention ; may become the 
joyful mother of children, and in a good old age die 
in their arms; may become a true Christian, and 
finally ascend to glory. Ail this may be; or the 
dreadful reverse of every thing which should be de- 
sired. Choose then between good and evil. Think 
not that you have proceeded too far to become wise, 
and the object of much honourable affection. If you 
have any disposition to be reconciled to the Re- 
deemer, and through hrs peace-speaking blood of 
atopement, to yourself, it is not too late. Immedi- 
ately accept the pardon of all your sins, because the 
God of truth has offered a free remission, for the sake 
of the suflerings of Christ, but not of your mother, 
whose afflictions you vainly hope will propitiate 
heaven in your favour. Then, with the hope of ever- 
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lasting lifb and lore, commence a life of sober uaeful- 
ness and habitual duty. You will find Wisdom's ways 
to be pleasantness. 

In vain you ask your mother not to be unhappy, 
if you continue to imbitter her state of poverty and 
desertion. Be a dutiful daughter; renounce the 
stage and its fictitious beings for ever; become a 
Christian, and your peace shall, be like the river of 
God, your felicity with your pious mother shall be 
everlasting. 

Accept my assurances of assistance in every pos- 
sible way, and believe that your happiness, in boa- 
junction with that of your friends, and the glory of 
God, is the sole object of this communication from 
your friend 

Ezra Stiles ELt. 

Miss M , at Mrs. Barnharns, 

Liberty Street, New York. 

LETT£R FROM MISS L — M — , TO HEK MOTHER. 

New York, August 19th^ 1614. 

My dear Mother, 

Accept my sincere thanks for your kind letter. 
It gave a very sensible pleasure to my heart. Twas 
a consolation for the anxiety I have felt oa your 
account. I was apprehensive yon were ill, or that 
aoae misfortune had happened. I thank God that is 
Ml the case. 

Dear mother, how shall I thank Mr. Ely for the 
interest which he is good enough to take in ny wel- 
fare, who am so unworthy of kindness 1 But i will 
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exert myself to deserve a continuance of it, that it 
may ultimately terminate in good. I will merit that, 
desired esteem, by my obedience to your wish, and 
acceptance of bis counsel. His letter was impressive, 
and spoke to my heart, but 'tis tiardened by the vani- 
ties of the wor)d. I hope in the mercy of Heaven, and 
that, through its grace, I may yet partake of that 
divine spirit, of which he is so able a minister. 
Present my acknowiedgemeuts, and assure him, though 
severe, his letter may heal the wound it was intended 
to probe. I fear I have gone too far to realize much 
happiness, but there is one reflection which will afford 
me consolation^ — that I have passed so far with a 
mind uncontaminated. Free fromiicentiousness of de» 
pravity, the purity of your example, my mother, was 
before my eyes. Though I have been fond of the 
broad glare of fasHronable life, and induced to embrace 
a profession Religion cannot sanction, yet 'twas not 
from weakness of mind ; but becifuse 1 saw through a 
false medium. With the sanguine ardour of youth, I 
possessed a stro;ig desire for novelty, and an 
acquaintance with the world. Unprotected, . that 
desire led me into error. My adoption of the 
stage is the most glaring. My future conduct can 
alone atone for that. I no longer see any pleasure in 
this kind of life, but what I dm going to say will ap- 
pear a paradox. 

I had promised to remain the ensuing season with 
the Theatre. I thought it would appear unkind, as ^ 
he [IVJr. Twaits, since dead, who took her to New 
York] depends on me for assistance ; and, though I 
dislike the appearance of deceit, I think something of 
the kind must be done, to' induce the managers to 
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part with me : — you must plead indisposition, or at 
once order me to return home for some particular 
purpose. There is no difficulty in the journey, as 
Mrs. B — is going to Philadelphia. I fball be anxious 
until you write again. I would have tient a letter to 
Mr. Ely^ but felt incapable of thanking him as 1 wish 
aud ought ; but if you desire it I will ; though I hope 
to have the pleasure of expressing my grathude^ 
when I shall have made some atonement ftir my 
folly. 

Adieu, my dear mother, and believe me your af- 
fcctionate, though mistaken daughter, 

L— M— . 

- - Jfr#« ilf-^ • , _ 

LETTER FROM MISS L — M — , TO HER MOTHER. 

New York, September 4ih, 1814. 

Dear Mother, 

By this time I suppose you have received my 
last letter, in which I informed yon of my intention ; 
but I must confess pecuniary embarrassments have 
prevented me from forming a decided plan. My 
shallow purse is now empty. I will be happy to 
accept your proposition, provided you do not become 
accountable for payment of the sum : that I will do, 
should Fortune place it in my power. At the same 
time, though I thank the person, I should not like to 
be uader an obligation to a person whom I may'hava 
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offended.* You cau judge of the propriety of the 
thing better than I. If you think the plan eligible, 
baye the goodness to procure for me ten dollars, 
the smallest possible sum that will answer. If not, 
:1 will endeavour to procure it here. Please to write 
immediately, as I . am anxious to arrange my business. 
There will be some difficulty, which I have foreseen. 
Tbe managers have. been sending after me, constantly, 
since the opening of the Theatre. My plea is indi:f- 
positif^, which will continue till 1 arrive in Philadel- 
phia. Mrs. B — ni is going on to reside, so that I 
:sliall have no acquaintance remaiuiiig. Poor Xwaits 
is much rcgretted.t He was a friend to me : I hope 
his sufferings have made ample compensation for hjs 
errors. 

Give my sincere love to the family and my friends. 
God bless you ! I remain in the hope of seeing you by 
this d&y week. Your affectionate daughter, 

Mrs. A.M. 



* Her molh'er>bad written her, that a gentknan had allered 

to send her on the means of returning, if necessary ; but did 
aot inform her who that gentleraaa was. The daughter 
-thought it might have been a person of her former acquain- 
tance, who might make an improper use of the renewal of hU 
kindness, if bis profiered money were accepted. Tliis was 
the occasion of her hesitating to receive the aid which her 
'■lather had pramtted to aff»rd, hy the a»s)otauce^f'tlie'Writer 
jofthiffDOte. 

• < f This actor, who llKl^^her to a^end ^ei^e, lisd.^e- 
ly died ; .and probably ttii« cQ^tr>buted to jniiKe herscllpgwish 
the theatre. 
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With the forcgoiug letter the mother called on me, 
that I might have the pleasure of fulfilling my promise. 
The mother is a pious, genteel, industrious, poor 
woman; who lives by sewing and washing. When 
she came, I had lately commenced housekeeping, aud 
she brought as a present, in these hard-tknes, a poumi 
of imperial gunpowder tea." It woiM oot do to 
hurt her feelings by refusing it; so I took it with a 
determination to present it back again in some^ther 
way. While ray rich friends were sending me«of tbeir 
abundance, she of her penury was testifying her 
respect, by presenting me all she was worth. When I 
determined to return her gift, without making her sen- 
sible of it, I had no reference to the following com- 
munication. 

TO MISS L*— M — . 

Philadelphia, September Ith, 1814. 

If Miss L — M— will return to her mother, she 
shall be welcome to the enclosed bill ; and may be 
' assured that she shall never be accounted the debtor 
of 

EZRA STILES ELY. 

Not long after the expected time 6f her arrival, the 
glad mother called to inform me, that her daughter, 
who once was lost, was now restored to her house and 
arms. It soon became necessary that some business 
should be provided for her ; and I requested Mrs. K— , 
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whose benevolept exertious to. assbt . Caroline had 
been disfippointed, to take the young actress under 
her protection. She consented; and for several 
months found her the means of subsistence. It was 
difficult, however, to procure permanent support for 
her. ''She was V>o handsome/' Mrs. K— said, " and 
too. delicately attired, to tend shop, for every one 
gaaedat^fCi;" and plain sewing was rarely furnished 
to.aatranger. While she lived with this lady, she 
received the following Letter : — 

To Miss L-. M— . 

Philadelphia, Feb. 15, 1815. 

It has long been my intention to write you. Miss 
M — , that I might congratulate you on your present 
favourable circumstances, and endeavour to commu< 
nicate some more perfect knowledge of the way of sal- 
vation, than you appear at preseut to possess. 

You have been kindly received by a lady of a very 
benevolent heart, who will undoubtedly furnish you 
with profitable employment, and give you much more 
impressive advice about your future conduct in the 
world, than I am capable of offering. In her maternal 
care and patronage of you, I am highly delighted, and 
shall, therefore, confine my letter to the subject of 
Personal Religion. You hear my public discourses, 
and perhaps rnny wonder, if I deem this insufficient, 
that I should not gain a knowledge of your person, to 
instruct you in conversation, rather than adopt the 
present mode. Indeed I have felt some curiosity to 
see you, and some deiire to converse with you ; but, 
VOL. II. R 
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upon tlie whole, I think yon had better read, and read 
again, what 1 shall write, than hear the same from my 
lips. In alluding to the death ofTwaits, you write to 
your mother, that you hope his sttfferings have made 
ample compensation for bis errors.^ 

This is the Theology of the tbeatitt, and no better 
than the morality of the stage. I am ashamed to say, 
boweTer, that it is the language of some puUtG teachers 
of religion from the pnlpit. Those errors, of which 
you wrote, were flagrant sins; were violations 'of the 
holy, just, and good law of the perfect Deity. They 
were offences against the known will of bim who 
created, preserved, and, in a thousand events of 
Providence, blessed the offender. They were in many 
instances crimes against the creatures of God, and, in 
all instances, rebellion against the moral government 
of Jehovah. They were such thoughts, sentiments, 
feelings, words, and actions, as God bad forbidden, 
and such as have incurred all the misery wliicb man 
experiences. That there are great grief, sorrow, dis- 
appointment, vexation, bodily pain, and mental 
anguish endured by the sons of men in the present life, 
you must allow ; and that all the afflictions of sinners 
are either permitted or regulated by divine Provi- 
dence, is equally certain. But why does the good 
God suffer bis creatures to be weighed down with 
pain ? Certainly it is owing to this, that God is dis- 
pleased with men for their trangressions. Their errors 
are of such a nature as to bring down constant testi- 
monies of his indignation ; and the greatness of any 
man's sufferings is but a proof of the great evil of sin. 
It does not follow, that be who suffers most here is the 
most obnoxious sinner, for the account between God 



SOMB ACCOUNT OF AN ACTBE88. 195 

and rebels is not to be balanced in this life , oeither 
does he design to give mortals bis comparative view 
of the character of offeaders : but great suffering, in 
any one, does show that be deserves great punishment, 
and that the person whom we deem most innoeent is, 
in God's estimation, a guilty wreteb. How then can 
. you think the 8u6^erings of Twaits, whi<rh proved God 
to be angty wKh hrni, any compensation for bis errors? 
A compensation to whom? And how can merited 
suffering in any case be accounted a compensation for 
ttin? If any man had a servant who should drink 
arsenic and die, would his dying be any compensation 
to his master for the loss of his services ? or could the 
pain of dying make any satisfaction for the crime of 
self-murder? If tlie father of a family should, by bis 
negligence and debauchery, reduce his family to hun- 
ger, thirst, cold, and nakedness, would his sufferings, 
or theirs, make any compensation to any one for his 
guilty conduct? Again, should a thief, having stolen 
my mouey, wa^ie it, and then be confined in the prison 
for his conduct, Mt)uld his distress in his dungeon 
restore to me my money? 

When sinners suffer, God punishes them, and the 
punishmeJit which they receive in part here, makes 
no compensation at all, bat rather furnishes a pre- 
sumption, that they wril, in future, receive the 
remainder of the wrath which they deserve. By su^ 
fering all which our sins deserve (if we could do it in 
any given lime) we might be excused from suffering 
any more ; but this would be no compensation to otur 
holy Creator and Preserver for the dishonour doot 
him. Had Twalta suffered as much as God thifl&B his 
errors deserve, he might have gone to a place, if any 
A2 
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such existed, \fliere he would have felt neither any 
happiness nor any punishment. But, in the judgment 
of Jehovah, every sinner deserves more suffering than 
any mere man ever experienced in this life ; and there- 
fore, the Supreme Being has resolved, that the nvickcd 
shall be turned into Hell, and that the whole amount 
of punishment which he awards to them/ shall be 
spread out through eternity. If Twaits, or you, or I, 
or any other sinner, will deal with the holy God, 
tipon the ground of our personal merits, and the prin- 
ciples of justice ; or if any one will talk of making 
compensation to the Judge, he must expect justice, 
and in this justice, eternal damnation. If you speak 
of justice, merit, and compensation, you must not 
expect mercy, compassion, and love. 

Let me show you a more excellent way of salvation 
than that which you have contemplated, and which is 
impracticable for a sinner. It is a way which God, of 
his infinite benevolence, originated add revealed : it 
is the vffiy of salvation by his beloved Son Jesus 
Christ, It is jitylcd anew and living way; and is 
expressly designed for those who have come short of 
the glory of God, who have no ability to justify them- 
selves before God, and who might, with perfect 
justice, be made miserable for ever. It is designed 
for you and me. Oh ! that you might know this way 
of life! 

Remember that God is immutably just, and> deter- 
mined, before the world began, to punish all trans- 
gressions of his holy law. He can no more fail of 
punishing every sin, according to its fuU demerit, 
than he can cease to be true to his own word and 
cfaaracten. JRemember, also, that God immutably 
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resolved to provide a sioless buiilaa body and soul, 
created by himself, that should, in the time appointed* 
be united to the eternal God, so <is to eonstitnle the 
one person, Jeses Christ. This 6ne person, of c^omplex 
character, by the consent of the Father, and by bis own 
covenant, undertook to bear all the piiaishment dne t6 
8 great portion «f the faoman face, tind to perform a per. 
feet obedience to the law of God^ on their accotint. 
What he engaged to do, was actually ddtie by him, 
lor he was bom of a virgin, was nrade under the law 
nke a man ; obeyed the will of G^ perfectly, so <is to 
AilfiH all righteousness for his people ; and suffered^ 
In his humiliation, the wrath and Curse of Qod, due to 
their crimes. In law, the death of ChWst Answered 
the same purpose that would have been accomplished. 
Could all that will now be saved, have suffered the 
pains of hell for ever. Thus he redeemed them, and 
thus he hid the foundation of their pardon, justification, 
regeneration, and glorification in Henven. The death 
ilttd resurrection of Christ, rendered tiie salvation of 
every one for whom he died absolutely certain ; and 
nothing short of this redemption by Jesus, renders the 
salvation of aity one even possible. Christ procured, 
by what he did in Judea and on Calvary, all the bene- 
fits which will be enjoyed by anyone of out sinful race. 
His sufferings will save his people from suffering 
punishment'. Corrected, as children, they may be in 
this world, but the vengeance of Jehovah shall never 
reach them. His obedience shall be rewarded in their 
cverlastit]^ felicity ; and for ever, and for ever, they 
Shall ^riiy him as the beginning and the end of their 
!ralvaitfon. He made all the compensation for the sina 
of God's people, which the Judge will accept ; and if 
B9 
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he atoned, we are not to atone ; if he merited Heaves 
we need not merit it, in order to enjoy it; and if he 
sares us, we do not save ourselves. 

You will say, then, If I am otie of God's people 
I shall be saved ; but if I am not, I shall be lost" 
In thus speaking you assert the truth ; and so far am 
I from shrinking from the conclusion, that I rejoice ia 
it, as the only ground of my hc^e, that you may in- 
herit everlasting bliss. Your inquiry should be, 
** How shall 1 become one of God*s people V If you 
are his by the choice of the Almighty, he will become 
your God and Saviour, by your own choice. If he 
has chosen you, he will take measures to induce you 
to choose him ; and who can say, that this letter on 
the way of life, may not have been predestinated to 
move you to such an election 1 You can become one 
of God's people actually, and be secure in a gracious 
title to eternal life, only by believing on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. You must be so thoroughly convinced 
of your own sinfulness, and of the scriptural character 
of the Saviour, as thankfully to accept of proffered 
pardon, purification, and glory, ivith the solemn in- 
tention and earnest desire of being saved from sin, 
iSatan, and hell. Do you desire a holy salvation 1 Are 
you willing to submit yourself to God ? Are you com- 
pletely satisfied with the Redeemer God has provided? 
Does this salvation seem great, and Christ precious 1 
If you become one of the Lord's people by accepting 
of his " unspeakable gift," eveu of Jesus for righteous- 
ness and strength before God, you will desire to please 
him ; you will hate sin, and strive to forsake it ; you 
will love holiness, and pursue it ; you will cherish the 
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pious, and avoid the wicked ; you will pass away iroia 
Hell, and enter Heaven. 

Seek this Saviour, vvhopi your mother knows and 
loves. Be secure of Heaven. Soon the face and 
form, which they tell me are fair (for I do not yet 
,know you by sight) will be laid in the grave, and 
your worldly conueKioiis and pursuits will be cot off 
for ever. Soon your thoughts and employments will 
of necessity respect spiritual and eternal things ; and 
you will find in them Heaven or Hell. That you may 
be wise and happy — that you may shine as a star in 
the new heavens, which the Redeemer will create, when 
the material universe shall have vanished, is the 
prayer of your friend in the Lord, 

EZRA STILES ELY. 

JMissL — Af— . 



Rbflt. 
Philadelphia, March 1th, 1815. 

Sib, 

A FEW feelings, which approxii^ate slowly to 
^ood, would not permit me to rest, until T had writ- 
ten an apology for my apparent neglect of your exer- 
tions for my welfare. 

Believe me, Sir, it was not fi^m want of inclination^ 
that your letters remain unanswered. It was because 
I felt my inability to reply as I ought, and consistently 
with your advice and inquiries. When attempting to 
write on that sacred subject, which you have adopted 
for my eternal happiness, my ideas were few, and ex- 
pressed with difficulty. My heart is neither warm 
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nor animated. In despair, 1 have relinquished the 
undertaking- 

Accept, therefore, the thanks of a grateful mind, 
deeply impressed with a sense of your goodness, and 
my own uuworthiness — grateful for the kind interest 
yon have taken in my fate. My own endeavours shall 
not be wanting, to render me more worthy the honour 
which you have been pleased to confer. 
I remain, with respect, your obliged 

Rev. E. S. Ely. 

Not many months elapsed, after the date of Ihe 
last letter, before Miss L — M~^ was addressed by a 
young gentleman of the stage, who is now manager 
of a theatre, and they were united in wedlock, by the 
Rev. Dr. A. Her husband is as estimable as any 
actor ; and probably as good a man as his profe»- 
sional business will permit him to be. 
^n the whole, I regret not any of the exertions 
which have been made ; for this young creature is in 
a better state than she was, and may yet be brought to 
lesns Christ, that she may receive eternal life. 

Let us not be weary in well-doing, for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not/' 

Let us also remember, that God bestows privileges, 
ivvhich are abused i and is kind to the ungratefal and 
rebetliotts. Let ns be imitators of God iis dear chil- 
dren. 
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PART III. 



Conlinuaiion of the History of Cawline. 



* Too late miiat Gnendolen deplore, 
He, that has all, can hope no more V 



In a note, appended to the 205th page of mj fitut 
Journal, the reader is informed, that the mother of 
the person called Carolina, visited New York itt 
th« month of June, 1812, and saw her daughter at 
the Hospital. That portion of her history, which has 
i>een already given to the public, is concluded by the 
following paragraph: — 

' What will become of this miserably seduced 
person, remains to be decided by her own conduct. 
She may continue to behave well ; and she may fall 
more basely than ever. Over her real name, and 
perhaps all the future, should it be known to the 
writer, it will be best to draw the veil of night.' 

For some reasons, which it is needless to detail at 
length, I am induced now, however, to give, so far 
as it has come to my knowledge, the sequel of her 
history. 

For several days the mother of Caroline continued 
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in the city of New York ; visited her daughter wilh 
much tenderness, and was very desirous of taking 
her home ; but the health of the young womau 
would not permit. 

The parent had expended all her little money in 
her journey from S — k— e (the place iu which the 
writer found her, in the State of New York) to the 
city, and therefore could not defray the necessary 
expence of waiting for her daughter's restoration. 
By the assistance of the writer, and a few other per- 
sons, she returned whence she came, with the en- 
couragement that Caroline tJioold be sent after her, 
so soon as her physitian should think her Jlstula 
effectually cured. 

From the return of her mother, until the latter 
part of July, IB 12, Caroline conlinued ia the Ho^- 
pital> and conducted herself ip such a manner as to 
gain the good opinion of all who knew iter. She 
was apparently bumble and penitent. Her desirf 
to return to S — k — e was ardent; apd, before Joh 
bad expired, the writer paid her passage, an^ pith 
cured a respectable woman to see her saiely out of 
the city. Indeed he was himself standing po. the 
wharf, and saw her depart, with many tears of 'seeni' 
ing pleasure and gratitude. By inquiry it was after* 
wardb ascertaiined, that she went directly to the place 
of her destination. 

In September, 1812, the writer received a letter, 
signed by L — N — , alias Caroline S — IL ; and which 
bears the post-mark of the village of W — d, which 
is near to the place in S — k — e, in which he visited 
Mrs. M — N — , the mother, formerly called Mr*. 
M— S — 11. The following is an extract fron her 
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LETTElR. 

•Reverend Sir, 

* I TAKE this opportunity to write to yoii 
(according to your request) to express my grati- 
tude for extraordinary favours which 1 have re- 
ceived through your instrumentality, from the most 
benign and gracious Being, who is good unto all, 
and whose tender mercies are over all his works. 
And may the same Almighty God bless and prosper 
you the better, in person, in your ministry, and in 
your property. I likewise recognize the kindness 
of your brother ; and send my best r^'spects to him 
for his kindness through the tender mercies of the 
Lord ; of whom, through whom, and to whom, are 
all things. I hope his prosperity will, at the lea^t, 
be equal to his liberality for the body, as well as the 
soul. 

• ^^^^> please to remember my love to all 
others whom God made kind friends to me ; to 
supply my wants, and take care of me in my sick- 
ness and trouble. May the Lord reward you all a 
hundred fold ! In particular, I wish to have my love 
remembered to Mr. and Mrs. Wetmore, aud their 
family; to Miss Hannah Christopher; to Mr. Jo- 
seph George, Mr. Joseph Smith, Mr. L. Bleeker, Mn 
Comstock, and Dr. Osbourne ; and all the other doc- 
tors that attended me during the time tliat I was sick. 
* Blessed is he that considereth the poor, — aud the 
Lord loveth a cheerful giver.' . 

• I meant to have bade the Society* farewell, but 
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Mr. Ely advised me to go home; and I thought 
that his advice might correspond with that of the 
Society. 

' My health is not much better than when I left 
New York. I am with my mother ; who wishes to 
have her respects remembered to you, with acknow- 
ledgments of gratitude. 

< I mean to endeavour to keep your kind counsels : 
and please. Sir, to write to me ; and if you can ever 
make it in your way, come to see us ; and don't 
forget to pray for me at the throne of grace ; but 
please to remember us all : for we are all poor sinners, 
and therefore need prayers ; but especially the all- 
prevailing intercession of the everlasting Advocate. 

' I remain, your friend and ever well-wisher, &c. 

< N— 

The letter contains the principal part of two hymns, 
of which she was very fond ; and which I have 
omitted, because they are generally known. 

From the time of Caroline's return to her mother 
until the present, the writer has never seen her ; nor 
has he had any other direct communication from her: 
f >r the remainder of her history, therefore, he is in- 
debted to testimony. 

Of her mother it is necessary to remark, that she 
is poor, and now dependent on her own industry, 
and the assistance of her children ; so that she could 
scarcely be said to have a home of her own ; and 
much less one in which she could give a feeble 
daughter such support as would be desirable. It 
is also to be remembered, that Caroline, when she 
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left New York, was not so. firm as to be capable o. 
hard, labour. 

Her fistula was not raclically remoTed.; and ool^ 
many months after the date of her letter, £ w.a9 \nr 
formed that she had come again to the city of Nesn^ 
York to obtai;i medical aid. She came down th^ 
river Hudson in a packet, and oi| her arrival v^ai 
ashamed^ either to resort to the HospH^, or to s^e)( 
her former friends. To one of the abaqd^ned 
* boarding-houses' sh^ was, detenqiped not to gcui^r 
mit her pe.rs9n; and in tbii state of iad^qision, 
without plaa or purpose, co)^» hungry, ap^ sipk, sb^ 
vvandered about the streets, until she reclined on th^ 
threshold of an elegant house, and became almpsi af 
insensible «s her marble cpuph. 

Late at ni^ht, she was found ip. th|s p^piition, bf 
the hospitable pair to Mfbpse door Providfoice bad 
led her. They brougljt in« aqd, iwe eP^y af- 
fected at her pitiable sUtte; % m\ deliq^t^U 
an^ even grace&il in l^er appear^^pe.; tpd it seetAd 
as if life wa»,li^feiiD|; iajls departure fi;a^ ber dj%- 
cQnsolatpbo^(MV.. 

llrs, O— aQte4 tbe pffift of ap elder sii^ter, afltd 
called ip tbe 8i,e.4ic«|r as^iiMwce of Qr. Osb^ni)^ 
who perfectly p«,ti^pU Tbe o}d coQ\p}aii|(t» 

and not. at all a 4isgr|p^i;]t one, stiU required atl^ 
tion. In this ^bo<d|e. of beneyoleoce apd. f^e;^ 8||e 
told her tale, apd enjoyed everjf c(9nfort wh^cli,t|)tt 
house afforde4^ Suc}^, w^s. be^r appeaiimce cif 
desty ai^d pep{tenipe> tbat^ljitrs, Q— wa9 A%B|B|r' 
suaded that he;: life bi^ pey^!: been. tfiat Q%.%t^ 
n\op woiia^. She w^9 updQ^b^%, the vidtiip of 
an unbappjr ^t^acbuie^^ W. ^WKWcUite' 
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man. After having been nursed like a child, until 
her health ivas more perfectly restored than It ever 
bad beeu before, Mrs. O — clothed her in a suitable 
manner, and even took her to church in her own 
carriage. At length it was thought desirable that 
slie should return to her relatives ; and her benevo- 
lent guardian sent her away, with all needful pecu- 
niary assistance, to visit her brother Lorenzo, in the 
State of Massachusetts. Whether she went to Cam- 
bridge, the place of her brother's residence, or not, 
is to us uncertain. She may have gone ; and if she 
did, her brother is younger than herself, and is de- 
pendent on an aunt, so that he could not have sup- 
ported her long. 

The next time I heard of her was in May 1814. 
I was then in New York ; and was informed by Mr. 
Thomas Franklin, a Fribnp indeed, * in whom there 
Is no guile,* that Caroline had lately written to him^ 
and desired him to give her thanks to me. 

She was then in the society of Shaken, in the 
town of New Lebanon, in the State of New York; 
and sent word ' that she was amoug thb blbssbd.' 
She had been there for some time ; and many of us 
-congratulated one another, that their forbidding to 
marry ^ and causing even the wedded to forsake wed- 
lock, might prove of service to her by affording her 
a seclusiou from the world, in a state of society in 
which perpetual celibacy is perpetual honour. If 
this doctrine of devils, that sinners ought not to marry, 
can be profitable to any, it must be profitable to 
those only who cannot honestly marry. 

Happy would it have been, perhaps, for Caroline, 
had she continued all her life with those who pre* 
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tend to have all things in common, eren* had she 
submitted 19 the hardest labour, which is rigorously 
imposed by the elders, or task-masters of ' this 
New Jerusalem." She would have seen, indeed, in 
this vilias:e of equal rights and common property, 
tliat the heaps of oyster-shells, iudicative of good 
living, were much larger before the small dwellingi 
of the rulers, where few reside, than before large 
houses, which contain mauy of the brethren and sis* 
terhood; but, what then ? She would have been fed, 
and clothed, and kept from that child of the Devil, 
who has once and again deceived her. 

From May, the writer heard notliing of this un- 
accountable female, until the evening of the i2th of 
November, 1814; at which time Mr. M'A — called 
on him, at his residence in Philadelphia, to introduce 
Mrs. M — K — . This lady, whom the reader will 
be happy to become familiar with by perusing the 
following pages, has all the enthusiasm in doing good, 
\vhich some have, undeservedly I fear, charged upon 
the Journalist. 

It seems that her attetition had been this very day, 
for the first time, directed to the former sketches of 
Caroline. The description of her was precisely a 
picture of Sarah How ; and she bad called to as- 
certain if they were not names of the same person. 

To the unfortunate Sarah How, Mrs. K — had 
become known in the month of August 1814. Sarab 
had been invited by a letter from a young officer 
(who, by her own account, was the seducer who 
first brought her away from her mother's house, and 
g state of comparative innocence) to visit Philadel- 
82 
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'phh, luid call for him, ber admirer, at the City Hotel. 
She Was fool enough to believe his vows of love, 
)>rotectioD, and matrimouy, after be had repeatedly 
Ibroken fhem. 

She arrived in the city of Philadelphia on Saturday, 
*and, o'n calling at the Hotel, found that the gentle- 
man for whom she inquired, had departed the day 
Ifefore for a differ'ent military station. Here then 
'riic was, an attractive destitute female, in a strange 
*city, without either money or friends. She wandered 
^hout, and received little sustenance until Monday 
evening, when, in consequence of drinking cold 
ivater on a very hot day, she sat down and swooned 
upon the steps of one of our banks. Pier delicatie 
'form, pale face, and neat attire, soon attracfted the 
sympathy of those who \vere passing. She was caf- 
tied, apparently lifeless, into a book-store, and the 
greatest exertions wiere made to recall her powers 
'of mind. On being a little recovered, she was kindly 
received into the house of Mr, C— , a friend, aod 
the brother of Mrs. K — . These persons, with their 
*iieighbonrs, mutually strove to promote her health 
and comfort. Sarah confessed that she had been led 
astray^ and had sinned ; but still appeared extrava- 
gantly attached to the uifprin(;ipled deceiver. Her 
actual wiping for many diiys was unceasing. Her 
mother arid her 'broth^t, far absent from her, and 
distressed oil ti^r accoiifit, were her constant theme 
of tamentalion. Kvefy persTon Who saw and heard 
her felt coiApassloii ; for she was evidently agonised 
by ka upbraiding c'onsciedce, and all the madness 
of unreelkimed,. Aisa^poiiated, indulged love. For 
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her sins she professed penitence ; but apparently had 
not firmness enough^ for ever to discard the unworthy 
officer from her heart. 

* Each cbtrm she yaricd, to retain 
A varying heart — and all in Tain !' 

Among others who took a deep interest in her 
distresses, and eudearoured to alleviate them» were 
Mrs. M'A — , and Mr. M — ii, a friend, who deserve 
as much praise as they could do, had they actually 
succeeded saving a young wanderer from perditioD* 
After Sarah tiad remained some time at Mr. \ 
she was removed to the house of Mrs. K — , where 
she was encouraged and exhorted to do well. Her 
conduct was here, for a few months, unexceptionable^ 
so far as any could then judge; but it subsequently 
appeared that she had given a fitlse account of 
herself. 

The interest Mrs, K — ielt in her, and a desire to 
serve her, induced many close interrogatories, which, 
from time to time, tempted the unwise girl to give a 
history of herself, which involved her in new dis- 
tress, and almost daily difficulty. She was evidently 
reluctant to give any histpry of herself ; but having 
given a part erroneously, felt herself obliged, for 
the sake of consistency, to makie out the whokof 
her story, 

I have sometimes thought, that in the case of 
Caroline, all of us, who endeavoured to assist her^ 
erred, in being too inquisitive about her relatives 
and former eircumstances. She did not love to state 
the- truth, that her mother it poor and could not 
S9 



a^rd mtfc^ assistaifcfe to ia lielpless daifgNter. 
i^olhiiig 'g^ve tier more ifnmediatfe'tttid ^edsible pain, 
than our attempts to gaiu a kiioWtedge of lier friends^ 
and our determination to write to them. 'The same 
was remarked of Sarah How. 

Mrs. K — , having learned, as she supposed, the 
truth concerning Sarah, wrote to her friends, and 
wrote ag^in; 'aWr 'Which ^a"rt[h, 'iearibg detection^ 
ah^ being overcome with sha'nie, eloped iVom her 
{(iiardian. 

On 'the evening of heir dibseritiiig 'herself 'from 
idrs. K-^X she ^atkecl the stfeelts Uhtil weariness 
compelled lier ^6 recliae !ali the steps of a door in 
^prnce Street. HeVe itfr. l^ttiii^el H^oates, (he nMst 
\i6flve and indefatigkble'of the govicrnbrs of th^ Has- 
^nitaritbiand her, chill^d\n(l speecbress ; and, *by the 
assistance of another gedtlemlan, conducted her to 
the palace for the sick. Providence seems always to 
liave Interposed in behalf of tbfs female; for when 
lite wanders ihe is 'foiind by those, who, like Job, 
'ieaxdi out tile cause which 'ihey' knew not. 

j^t ihe hospital, her appearance, b^V story, 'aa.d 
host of all, her unrestrained teaVs, e'xcifed *thc teiK 
'iierest pily. ^ftr.*l{lasoh Wd*hi8"wife'(ftie 'e'icmplar^ 
^air wfib are ilie guardiah abgels of th'e'&isiitutibo^ 
aad'wbo have never*been exd^'ded b^liby InV^ikntlar 
situa^ion^ unless it be by Noah Wetmor^ and 'Ms 
tatefy deiceaiied parFiieV,.'4bo.'ba6l)Miilia^ liwajr ta 
!tleaven)'wi& the. physicflaiM ' attd'goverhdfty'were^all 
IwjTcikous -(6 'feiCore 'tee "ifiiKappy Icrealmfe to 'Kit 
^Ultfe siafe and 'io'lier Inotber • 
'^e iiexilnorSriig^he^^^ 
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house, and the Guardians of the Poor soon fumi^ihed 
means ibr defraying her expense to New York ; and 
thither she went. 

On her passage, however, she travelled, as she 
says, with a young man, who told her, that she must 
be* the person of whom his friend, Mr. Mc — a young 
officer, bad often spoken to him, and that the said 
Mc — Was in New York, and wished to see her, hecausie 
he bad in his possession a trunk of her clothing. 
Let this foe as it may, she went to Nav Ydrk, and in 
the evening, in the street, a Mr. J — , a respectable 
citizen, safw a young officer, supposed to be Mc — , 
trttempting to ui^ge her away with him. She resisted, 
itod ^claimed tihit he hurt her arm, which had lately 
lieen Wed, Mr. J. stepped up, and tbeyoting officer re- 
treated while his prey fled : sty that the interposing g^en- 
tlemau probably expected to see neither of the parties 
^ttj^in. She 'rail, however, while be returned ' home, 
and, without any knowledge of Mr. J — or his'house^ 
seated herself, discorisdtate on his threshold. He'de- 
hianded why she sat 'there, liLte at night ; acid Wtts^ 
informed, that she had no home ; ' that 'a young MSceV 
liad promised to mirryber; *and tlhit'thfe totte officer 
had that very afternoon' eiMe$ivtnittdtto'irtg her awn^ 
to alhMile'bf ill fame. ^Mr. 'J— , kubwing^that this 
■^ifs'the-fiMile^homlielhlM scf^ eSdape frcto 
' *t^T tWt a *drt'tft)te1i^f6fe, brtmght her into Ws. 
•flfmlly, ^nd, 'the'il^iistari(?e • M 'his iftrtfe, ead^z^ 
Toured to alleviate her distress. For sOttke'tilife 
WfoanU>a h6t(ie;iMl(l libtielivtro^lrhei' could aVoid 
%)eR^ltt^, that Mie'^^tti a Dreikfti-lMkiii/UeltSdH ^h- 
-Mfta fMuif^hr «tMttire. 

Mrs. wai aU HiHlety "titfr Mitt HlftilMr h 
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Philadelphia, and learning what had transpired at the 
Hospital, followed her to New- York, and, by an ad- 
vertisement, found her under the protection of~ Mr. 
J — . Still hoping to be of essential service to her, 
and to transmit her to her mother, Mrs. K — brought 
her to the house of her friends, Mr. and Mrs. N — n^ 
of Chatham Street, New York, with whom she found 
protection and peace for many weeks ; and with 
whom she resided on the 12th of November^ the 
time when Mrs K — and Mr. M'A — called on the 
writer. 

« Caroline, or L. N— said I « had long daric 
hair, which very naturally curled arouad her fore- 
bead ; a fair skiu» with blue eyes ; a good set of 
teeth ; and a delicate hand. Her form was above 
the middle stature of females, erect» and well propov- 
Jioned. 

Mrs. K — exclaimed, ** You describe our Sarah to 
.perfection !" 

' Caroline,' I resumed^ * was uncommonly fond of 
bathing her hands, face, &c. so that 'the physicians 
frequently blamed her/ 

** The very same !" said Mrs. K— ^ ^bx Sarah wa» 
. coBtimially at the wash-bowl !" 

To ascerti^n the &ct» I wrote to Mr» Noah Wet- 
more, of the New York Hospital^ and reqjaested him 
to call at Mr. N~n*8 and see Saxah How.. He did 
so, and behold, Caroline was overwhelmed at US' 
presence. 

These circumstances will be more feelingly detailed 
than I am able to narrate them, by the following 
Lett£B, from Mrs. K — to the mothec of thia into- 
restiog, deluded^ miaeiibk girL 
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COPY 

Philadelphia, December Ath, 1814. 

Respected Madam, 

I UNDERSTAND your daughter L — has long been 
a wanderer from you. She came to this city on the 
12tb of August last, in search of the young man who 
had seduced her from the path of rectitude ; but on 
her arrival in this place she was disappointed in 
finding him. In consequence of her drinking some 
cold water on a hot day. she was taken seriously ill 
iu the street, and was brought to the hoiise of my 
brother, who lived near to the spot on which she 
became insensible. At his house I visited her, and 
being interested for a destitute young female, who 
carried the marks of respectability and artlessness 
about her, I invited her to n\y abode, where I wished 
her to remaiu, until means could be devised for 
sending her safely home. She staid with me two 
months, in which time she sufiered much, both in 
sickness and sorrow. She deeply mourned her situ* 
ation, deplored her seperation from " her dear, af* 
fe< tionate mother," and earnestly desired to see you 
and receive your forgiveness. She also talked much 
of '* a pious brother, Lorenzo," and lamented that she 
had not attended to his frequent good advice. She 
seldom spoke of this brother without tears. 

I proposed writing tober friends ; but she objected, 
saying " She wished to get nearer to you, before you 
should be informed where she was, lest her great dis- 
tance from you should add to your trouble/' But 
I have siuce discovered that she said this to avoid 
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telling us, or, in order to prevent us from finding^ut 
exactly where ber home is. At that time she told 
roe you lived ** in Quebec." T then wrote to you 
without her knowledge, and was anxiously expecting 
a letter from you, when the gentleman who carried 
my letter to Quebec returned, saying you were not to 
be found at that place. I then remonstrated with 
your daughter for having deceived m^ in this matter. 
She was confused, and appeared to be grieved that 
she had done so ; and then told me that your place of 
residence was Guildhall, in the state of Vermont. I 
wrote immediately to you at Guildhall ; but before I 
could receive an answer, she thought / proper, on 
Friday morning, the 21st of October last, without 
knowledge, to absent herself from my house, with id 
intention, it seems, of going home alone. She how- 
ever wandered in the streets of Philadelphia until the 
evening of that day, when she was taken by one of our 
citizens to the Hospital.' 

She informed the Matron and one of the Managers, 
" that she lived in the state of Vermont; that she 
had left her home with a young man; that she was 
separated from him, and never expected to see bin 
again ; that she was in great trouble ; that she desired 
to return home to her mother ; and that, if they would 
send her on towards her home, she should always 
remember their kindness with gratitude. 

Sonie worthy persons compassionated her distress, 
furnished her with funds sufficient to carry her on to 
New York, and at three o'clock in the afternoon of 
Saturday (the 22d of October) one of them attended 
ber to the packet, which sailed immediately. 

I made every enquiry, but could hear nothing of 
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her until slie had left this city; when T learned from 
a person at the Almshouse, how, and when, and 
whither she had gone. In a few days a letter was 
received from New York, giving some intelligence of 
her. I went thither ; hut could not prevail on her 
to return with me to Philadelphia, and stay at my 
house, until I heard from you. I therefore left her 
in New York, under the protection of a respectahle 
family (Mr. J— N—s, in Chatham Street) hy which 
she has been treated with much kindness, and with 
which she still remains. 

If it were possible for her brother to come on to 
New York and conduct her home, he would be a 
d.tsirable companion to her, and, I Nuppose, a proper 
protector; and a word of comfort from you, brought 
to her by him, whom she so dearly loves, would cheer 
and encourage the poor mourner's heart. 

I fully believe that she earnestly wishes to regain 
the path of Virtue ; and I doubt not she is sincere and 
earnest in her desires, " that- the grace of GckI may 
enable her to spend the remnant of her days in the 
service of her Divine Master, and in alfeetioaate duty 
to her mother." 

In your sorrow, dear Madam, I most sincerely 
sympathise, as I have also done io that of your misled^ 
but artlessund repentant child. 

I would thank you to tell me the name, and plac^of 
residence of the youug man who beguiled your 
daughter from her school ; at what time this happened^ 
and from what place she was taken ; and whether she 
returned home to you after she recovered at the New 
York Hospital : and if so, wbeii» and with whom she 
went away (torn you again. Excuse, dear Madam, 
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these questions Oom a stranger : I do assare you thej^ 
proceed not from an idle curiosity ; but from a real 
concern which I feel in the fate of your child. She 
Las 90 truly interested me in her welfare, that I have 
been, and still am sincerely desirous to serre ber ; and 
shall always wish to hear from her. You will 
therefore much oblige me by writing to me im- 
mediately, and giving me any information relative to 
' her. 

I am» with esteem, dear Madam, your sincere 
friend, 

P. S; December Qth, 1814. 

Oear Madam, 

I HAVB juit received a letter from New York, 
which informs me your daughter has left that place. 
pA Tuesday, tbe 29th of November, with the appro- 
batios and assistance of Mr. and Mrs* Nr — r-i^ she 
embarked in the steamrboat for T « .* I would hope 
^he may proceed directly home ; but while sbe wai in 
New York, I have reason to believe tbat the saw the 
IMP (whoever be is) who has been tha cauaa. of all her 
•o^ws : and as, aotwitbstandiiig ail aha haa anffaiad, 
I think she is still too much attached to this aMmy of 
b«r sours wel&re, ny fears are, thai be awy again in 
hav joamey home, meet with her, and lead bar. away. 
What can be donel Have you fvieads near you, wba 

- • • ■ ■ -p 
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will exert themselves to save your child } Alas ! she 
is in a most dangerous situation ! 

With earnest prayers that you may soon bare the 
happiness to embrace your child, I subscribe myself 
her and your sincere friend, 

M.K— . 

Mrs.M N . 

After the second restoration of Caroline to her 
mother, I heard nothing upon which I could place 
dependance ; until her mother, Mrs. M — N — , the 
rery woman whom I visited in S — k — , called at my 
door in Philadelphia, on the 25th of September, 161 5, 
and assured me, that on the 20th of March last, the 
subject of this history was duly united in the bonds 
of wedlock to a young farmer, with whom she now 
lives happily, and gives evidence of a thorough 
reformation. The name of Caroline's husband I 
have in my possession; but I suppress even the 
initials of it, and the place of their residence, from 
regard to tlieir welfare. 

The mother appeared to be happy indeed in com- 
municating this intelligence to me ; and her cup, for 
a poor woman, would have been full, had not the 
insanity of another daughter brought her to this 
city, in hope of obtaining for her a place in our 
Hospital. 

What the future conduct of Caroline (for I miist 
still call her by this name) will be, I cannot presume 
to foretell ; but if, after many, many severities, she 
shall fulfill her mother's expectations, happy will be 
her lot, and blessed the exertions of those who have 
faithfully sought her salvation ! 

VOL. XI. T 



That her history may accomplish some valuable 
cod, I beg leave to suggest a few remarks : — 

1. If Carolfaie is reolaimed, tet nope imaging that 
casesv of reformation are frequeut ; for periiapa in no 
one instance have more providential interferences 
comi^med'to save a sinner, than have been conspicuons 
in relation to her. She has Been reduced to tfie 
greatest extremities, and then God, in his mercy,,, has 
brought to her relief; Mrs. O — , Mrs. K — , Mr. M — II, 
^^. T. e-, m: C— , Mr. and Mrs. IVf'A— , Mr. 
and' Mrs. N— n, and M)r. J^; besides those who 
were acquainted with the former part of her history.. 
Not one ita a tllousand who deviates from the pitth 
of Purity can ever expect such means to be used 
fbr their recovery; and yet — she is scarcely sav^d. 

Biesides, it is to be remembered that Carolipe ap- 
pears to have manifested a strong and uniform regard 
for the individual who proved her ruin ; which afford- 
ed better ground of hope that she might be reclaimed 
than generally subsists in these cases. 

2. Nothing is more likely to. be injurious to a per* 
800 of ardeqt affections, than indecisioa of character. 
Caroline ^eems to have, been grieved, ashamed^ sad, 
miserable, and* even solicitous to live as she oug^ht; 
but she was atways wavering ia her plans, and doubt- 
fhl of every purpose. To this I attribute the Ibng 
continuance of her difficulties; the commencemj^t 
of many a ficlitibus history of herself; a^d the 
ffnal utterance of a thousand lies^. which involved 
hefj^and* those who desired to serve her, Di. constant 
perplexities 

3. Tho^e who would reclaim the seduced, should 
not be too inquisitive about the fnends and the cir- 
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cumstauces of the fallen, lest tlie guilty should, from 
pride and shame, be. templed to deceive. Indeed, 
Ihose Societies which receive and endeavour to rescue 
such persons, without asking any questions, act upon 
the most libecia ifflan, and 4dD4K 4»hich is most likely 
to be useful. Take them once, if 'they ask protection 
from the Hospitrri or^he Magd^leo Asylum, but take 
beed not to receive atiytiie^Qcond time. 

4. How dark, how deep, how awful must be the 
pit into which one is plunged by a single act of 
licentiousness ! Not one of a ihoitsaod .over sees 
the light df society agaiu. 

5« Consider, thou JbMaivcr ! that in connexion with 
thyself another person is almost inevitably dragged 
down to perditiflb. 

6. Finally, if any sympathy for a ruined daughter; 
if the Mgaitb mt fNOrenUqi^to tens loil Uheir chil4; 
if the fear of rottenness in thy bones ; if public in- 
famy ; if secret remorse of conscience ; if the horrors 
of hell, in corapcny with ihose whose destruction » 
thOu hast sealed ; tbt hopes of Heaven cin move 
thee, young man. 
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APPENDIX. 

PART IV. 

HYMNS FOR SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 



HYMN I. C. M. 

The Orphan's S^ng: far an Aijfkm^ 

THOU Father of the fatbcrlcM, 

To thee our hearts belong ; 
And to thy praise our Up9 address 

The thankful orphan's sopg. 

Our fathers and our mothers died* 

And not a home had we ; ' 
And then we ail the daylong cried. 

But did not cry to thee. 

We knew not then, that God would prove 

Our helper in distress : 
Nor had we learn'd to ask thy love, 

God of the fatherless ! 



* Tint sang in the Orpban Asylam of Pliihdelpbia. 



But thy luiidiiuidteBinii'tapiim 

A mother for tirall. 
Who hlibiiBitiieflAiiaivghlgr fcti^ 

And Hin Mr «^th#r oaU. 

She Mliiatt fmrfiim Ae-good 
To take us from the «tre^*; 

And givesw^MiveHourdillyfovdf 
And here, iiMtn»tifm*«we«t. 

Then God onr Father we will bleis^ 
To whom all thankii btloiji;; 

The Fafher of the fiitheileM 
Shall be the orphan's long* 



Man a Prisoner U JmHee. 

WHBNthe tot ftthcTitf^Mr race 

RebelFd against the law, 
God sat in judgment on the case. 

To fill the worU wUh wiv«. 

The guilt was Xoiiiid,,aM JlMtice4il9i«itd 

Due sentence oii.the^ioe,; 
When holy indignation fram'd 

The curse of '^ndlesi woe* 

''Lie untfcran-tbe wdgbt df flii^r 

Jehovah justly 
*' And feel the keenest pangs within, 
«11>M thy «elit 'be-pitd. 
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Sinners be all to gaol consfga'dy ' 

" To be afflicted there, 

Till each, by faith, a ransom fiad» * 
Whom Justice shall.not spare;** ' ' 

Sweet Mercy, from the bending sMes^ 

Came in the form of mam 
And gently to oar . weeping eyes 

Diselos'd the Gospel plan. 

Jesus, the Ransom, came to die, 

A victim in bar stead. 
That we might from confinement fly^ 

To our exalted Head. ' ' 

'' Believe," he said, ** and thou shaltlive, 
" Through my abounding grace ; 
Believe, and take wliat God will give — 
Beside his throne a place." . 



HYMN III. C. M. 
The Prisoner's Prater.* 

Jesus, on whom the Spirit came 
Like a descending dove. 

Thou art a pnrifying flame. 
Thou art the God of love; 

Anointed Son of David, preach 
Good tidings to the meek. 

And broken-hearted sinners teaeU 
The oil of joy to seek. 



* This and the preceding hymn were song ia the State 
PrifOD of Pemisyivania. 
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Bid mouroiog captives all be free 

From ev'ry galling chain ; 
And give each prisoner libert]^ 

From Sin'ft accursed reign. 

Th' accepted time, the day of grace. 

Let mercy long proclaim. 
And v^aming vengeance clearly trace 

The path to endless shame. 

To those who mourn in heaviness. 

For ashes, beauty bring ; 
That cloth'd in Christ's own righteousness. 

Each saved soul may sing : 

" Prisoners of hope, lo? Zion's King 

" From sin has made us free ; 
" Then let the heavenly arches ring 

" With Christian Liberty V 

How chang'd will be the convicts* state. 
Who from Death's dungeon rise ! 

The brightest crowns of glory wait 
Their ascent from the skies. 



HYMN IV. L. AL 
Bethel: or, a Small Religious Society. 

With rev'rence and with godly fear. 
In Bethel, Lord, we now appear. 
Where weary souls, with guilt opprest,. 
Have found the God of Jacob's rest* 
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Some monuBieilt our hands would Mir, 
For surely Jacob^'Gdd is Iwie ; 
Our praise shidl*»i^slllse l!u»|»l«ce. 
In which our Gort'«reveak 'hk ^graeie. 

To us, who went the seraph's wiqg; 
His angels on Faith's ladder briqg 
Sweet messagos; and then ascend 
With our best anthams to^ourJEriend ! 

While Jesus sits enthroned in light. 
His childi«n»Ml'tlle^lk»*)^f 'ttiglK*; 
But by communioii'they slMlH<ri«e 
To iiiaosionsi^niitrt/d m'thie'Mrittfs! 

If, Jesus, thou wilt guide our feet. 
Wilt giTeus-heAT'nlyifood .to^aty 
And shield us with th' Alnijighty's wing. 
The Lord shalLbe our God>andKing. 

Him will we serre : be witaMsiiMry 
All Heaven to this our solemn yow ; 
From other loiils-We will befree, 
' And, Saviont.'worsbip'anly^thee. 

HYMN V. C. 

Sung at opening a Place of Wonhip* 

<« Of Zion itshaU besaid, 'this and that man was bom is 
her ; and the Highest Umself shaUesUMblkh^r.*' PsaUa 
Ixxxvii. 5. 

Thou 'renoTtfting^Sprrit deigti. 

To d#^il^Hhin'thisphrce ; 
And''h«re t>Vr stdttbom^sfrnian ttigii 

By* swttty'sikbdotng'gracse* 
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O say, of many lifeless here, 

" They shall begin to live 
" In knowledge, faith, and love, and fear, 

" To life which Christ shall give." 

In vain was built this house, in vain 
We sing, and preach, and pray. 

Unless thou come with all thy train 
To bless the holy day ! 

Come, at the time of thy delight. 

To men by nature blind ; 
Come and emancipate from night 

The long-lost human mind. 

Come, Holy Spirit, in thy love, 

To cherish life begun ; 
And let the new-born from above 

Their heav'nly circuit run. 

Let all behold the Saviour's face. 

And in his likeness shine ; 
Let each the Son of God embrace. 

And shout " Salvation's mineI^ 



THE END, 
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